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FOREWORD TO THE ENGLISH EDITION 


S 



lr was Professor AharonF® i mention io plate the Axed 
Jn«np 9 ims in the hands of scholars in a Hebrew edition 
M-rst and to incorporate (heir reactions and corrections in 
if[1 English version after a reasonable period of time 
fit fortunately - he did not loe to carry out his plan, 
Dming the ensuing tears, a number of studies have 
appeared dealing with the texts in this volume; we have 
added references to their comments and contributions 
whenever it seemed that thev were of relevance. Those 
authors themselves may feel that mote of their ideas 
should have been adnpied or at leasi cited Thev will 
have a second opportunity when reviewing the present 
translation. 

The job of translating this volume imo English was 
taken over by Judith Ben-Or not long after Professor 
Aharoui’s passing. She has done an admirable job for 
her first effort in this held and wc can only hope (hat she 
will continue to render such service to the scholarly 
world. Throughout the course of her work, she was in 
touch with me as editor of cbe volume and wnh 
Professor J. Naveh with regard to his own con mini lion, 

RaskStlv, ihe form and con lent of the original Hebrew 
version has been maintained with only occasional adds 
lions or modifications, Because this is an English edition 
and will be of interest even to (he n on -special is I, wc have 
striven to add the form of all proper names in the 
spelling commonly used in English versions, of the Bible 
lhough (he Hebrew glossary has been left as is — i( is 
onlv useful for the Hebrew scholar — an index of I he 
proper nouns has been added in English form. In the 
commentary, the decision whether to reproduce Hebrew 
forms or So transcribe them into Latin characters has 
depended on each individual case. English translations 
have been added for each text though we have repro¬ 
duced Professor Aharoni’s own renderings into inore-or- 
levs Vfas&nretif Hebrew. Bv giving those latter, he had 
not intended for the reader to think that he was 
at tempting to reproduce (he actual vocalization of (he 
first Temple Period- His reconstructions and Tiberian 
vocalization will, nevertheless, prove helpful in clarifying 
his own view on each passage 

Three ostraca discovered during restoration and re¬ 
scue excavations in 3976 have been included al the end 
of the Hebrew section. At the suggestion of G. Barkay, 
wo have also provided a summary of the inscribed shekel 
weights and royal stamped jar handles from the five 
seasons of excavations at Arad. Mrs. Aharoni prepared 
the information on them and we have added a few 
editorial comments. 

Bv now the importance of Arad as an archaeological 
site of the Judean monarchy should be universally 
recognized No! onlv the number of preserved mscrip 
bans but also their stratigraphic placement make Arad 
unique as a source for studying the language and 
epigraphy as well as the palaeography til ancient Judah 
I he ihmough and careful excavation of ihis she from 
f he end of ns occupation down to iis beginnings m the 
Eatlv Iron Age has provided for the first time a 


sequence of strata spanning the entire sweep of Judean 
hist Or v from ihe settlement to the end of the monauhv 
(plus the Persian, Hetlemitfit and Roman periods) ks 
Pnvlrssor Aharoni often stressed (he Negeb is one Alea, 
the fate of which was emphasized m the biblical levied. 

The rising and falling fortunes of Judah were measured 
hy the ancient historians m terms of us nintml ot ihe 
Negeb l herd one the royal building projects and (he 
destructions bv enemies, two kinds of activity toost likely 
to leave traces in the an h analog n al record, are faithfully 
recorded. If these events are mdv reflected m ihe sn.ua 
of a given site, or sites, may lie a matter ol i hance I he 
assignment of a certain building phase ot a partii nlai 
destriiciion level to a specific historical allusion is tenuous 
at best, much more so ih.m moai aixhaeologisis ate 
prepared to admit, but al ieasi al Arad we have a 
complete sequence ot strata and destruction* to win k 
with, 

On I lie cultural plane, the inscriptions also make (hen 
contribution to the elucidation of the • mlr there t un l>r 
no doubt that ihe shrine in ihe northwest cornet of tin 
Arad fortress had all the architectural element* ol the 
Jerusalem temple and the Prritateuehal tabernacle: c onn 
yard, vestibule, holy place, holy of holies, altar for burnt 
offerings, incense altars and even the orientation inwards 
ihe sunrise. Various differences in dimensions, etc., only 
serve to emphasize how little wc really know about the 
ancient Judean worship centres But one thing should be 
obvious; the Lcviin.il names in iimriptiomt found »n oi 
around (he cullic structure leave no room for doubt (hat 
this was a Yahwislit plate of worship 

The excavations in 1976, begun by (his writer and 
completed by S Derffer, have changed our roriceplion of 
che gates in Strata XI and X, Our work was done in close 
consultation with Z. Herzog and 3h Moskowiiz who have 
provided revised plan* for this English edition 

As editor of this volume, I wish to express tm thanks 
to Miriam Aharoni for entrusting me with the task 
Because of many other pressing responsibilities, includ¬ 
ing the editing of Land of ihr Ihbdf. I turned to Judith 
Ben-Or with ihe request thai she do the translation and 
she has not disappointed us Professor J Naveh has, of 
course, cooperated willingly in preparing hi* own i hap 
ter, the high standard of which will be acknowledged by 
all. Thanks ate also due to Joseph Aviram. Honorary 
Secretary of the Israel Exploration Society, and to the 
publishers 

During ihe tension filled days of October-November, 
1973. Professor Aharoni used his time to put ihe 
Hebrew edition of Jhe Arad JiumJMioio imo shape The 
volume appeared in the fall of 1 97b and on 7 January. 
I97fi. Aharoni was aw arded the Ben-Zvi prize on the 
basis of this achievement Meanwhile, m ihe weeks 
preceding ihar event, Aharoni had bred working mien 
suck on several scholarly projects. He had written a 
textbook on the archaeology of Erett-Israel, he had 
prepared in rough draft his revisions m Ijind of die tiibU 
and he had written several arm Its of major importance 
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Irw an rhr v holaic »ri perfect health who ran match 
«uih a retard id productivity. in rhr winter of 1976 hr 
li^j planned to in gm, ilidkiiiiK ihr text of hh %irati- 
giaphu analytic III ihr Arad excavation* For this 
pDijuiv 1 a M|ir minder and a complete v*i of plan* 
wrtr ,ji hi* liedmdc Hui dlriA hr wa* taken from us 


before that project could be realized. So, for the time 
being. The Amd /nitrifteiffw remains his final testimonial 

on the discoveries at Arad. 

A F. RAINEY 


FOREWORD TO INK HEBREW EDITION 


fl Was if ipre ul privilege ir t or rfeil lo me fu publish suc h 
i Mir rollri non ot anneril Hebrew imw nptiom willh its 
ruarnhiM r ppiitiilmrioiv* rci so rri<mv a sprit* of our know 
ledge about the Jbi*t Irmple Period 

[ appioai (mil ihr r,id of iln iphri mrril and tnterprrf.i 
turn with awr uni revrtrnce Ihr very decipherment of 
many of thr osiraea was dillirull and problematic; 
fmpienlly on* ■ miUI n Inrve only rhr ftimsI fragmentary 
trading More than mu r I i mimed to a rretain text 
alter rations lapses of time ovri a t on side table period 
nnriJ all of a sudden ii was is if mh eves were opened 
a pi if i seemed ro arrive ai a pinbalde reading. The work 
■ d drt iphet nirnf and n ailing is assisted, evidently. bv the 
large iiiiinher of nisi option* whirh complete one another 
in theit itHiTfiiMii fnrrtiiilas 

Most of the inscriptions published here are appearing 
Ini rhr hrsi lime and I .ini fully const ions ihal f certainly 
have not exhausted all the data from rhr standpoint of 
palaeography. language and r on rent Donlitlfi», rlus 
t or pus td lesrs will serve as material feu numerous 
irsianhes fiom many avenues of approach and will 
tufinniir fu dim idair subject* ili.ii I hate nor treated and 
ntas nrn ronhadii l mmr of im com fusion* I herewith 
offer mv Messing to every challenge that wifi advance our 
irsr.irrh. I make Ofilv tine sei|uest of those who tnav 
didvr inlo these msinpihiris please irmr-mbri that the 
basis lot runs interpieMtinn and explanation is ,t sound. 
i an in ms leading Blmird passages in thr osiraca are 
irrai herons gounid for am sihol.it Ihr tempration and 
dir danger of seeing run what really has survived hut 
whai one wants to see m rhr blanks are verv great And I 
surrh hair not entireh rs« aped this pitfall mi self, but I 
have striven to maintain as a guideline rhr irpeaced 
ihnJung of rvrr v i rad mg for us correctness 

It is a pleasant dim to thank all those who helped to 
bring thr publication of rho hook to fruition. Ihr 
ronimurd mtnrsi expressed Jo rm wife. Miriam, who 
had the privilege of discovering the Efiashib archive 
during our smmmarv sherd dipping, has followed me 
throughout the entire course of rm work: mam prob¬ 
lem* have become ilrar to me during discussions with 
her I ran nor list here afJ those with whom I have 
diw ussrd sannus iimrtprtons; I hair ined to give credit 


in the body of the text for every suggestion that I have 
accepted. Prof. A F. Rainey and Prof. J Naveh went 
over the Hebrew manuscript and their contributions are 
41 knowledge*! in each instance. The glossary was ar¬ 
ranged in accordance with a proposal by Prof Rainey. 

Public at ion of the hook iri Such a pleasing format and 
in such record rime was facilitated by the initiative of Mr. 
Joseph Avirim, Honorary Secretary of the Israel Explo¬ 
ration Society, and Mr. Chaim Maikov, director of (he 
Bialik Institute. Vf* thanks are also due to the colleagues 
who rook upon themselves ihe publication of ihe other 
inscriptions: Prof. Joseph Naveh — the Aramaic texts; 
Prof. Baruch Lifshitz —■ the Greek; and Prof Moshe 
Sharon — the Arabic. 

Preparation of the material for (he press was carried 
our :a rhe Institute of Archaeology. Tel Aviv Uni versify - 
Mr. Shmuel Muskovitz gave me great assistance in 
preparation of Ihe plans and maps and the stratigraphic 
analysis. Mrs. Esther Mann assisted in the description 
and arrangement of rhe texts,, Drawings of vessels were 
by Mrs. Naomi Schechter; rhe plans and maps were 
drawn bv Mrs Ora Fa ran. The Paleographic Table was 
drawn J jy Mrs, Judith Dirfmu using my pencilled 
drawings. The remaining facsimiles ace my own pen¬ 
ciled copies reproduced by offset; 1 believe that this 
method preserves the del tea re nuances of (he script with 
a higher degree of reliability, 

Most of (he photographs were bv Mr. Joseph Schweig, 
the others were by Mr. Avrahaim Hay. A special word of 
thanks is due to mv friend, j. $rhweig, for the devoted 
efforts which he Invested in ihe photographs throughout 
the rears and for the convenient and attractive format 
winch he designed and executed for this book. The 
evidence of his splendid talents in this held are evident 
on every page To Mr. Chaim Eitan who added the 
requisite pom ring, lo Con-Graph for preparation of rhe 
offset photos and plates to the He tned Press for the 
altracrne job of priming — to all of them my deep 
appreciation. 


V AHARON! 
Jerusalem, 1975 
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general introduction 


The Inscriptions 

Because of the great quanritv of in script tons found in the 
various strata of the Arad excavations, we felt ihai a 
special volume devoted to the whole of the epigraph tc 
material should be published before the rest of the 
material from the excavations. 

Unfortunately, eien this volume now before the 
reader has not been published soon enough, as would 
befit such important material. The last season of excava¬ 
tions at Arad was in ihe summer of 1967, and seven 
years passed before all of the material was ready for 
publication. Although we have published earlier some of 
ihe whole and most important of the ostraca , 1 clearly 
only a comprehensive edition can give thr complete 
picture. The reason for the delat was the large numbei 
of ostraca in which ihe traces of rhe sen pi arc so faded 
that their reading is fragmcnian Among the 8 H Hebrew 
ostraca, only 15 are whole, and seven of these include 


onlv line name Fhc contents ol another 25 osn.na have 
been preserved at least in pan m 28. onlv smgb' words 
have been preserved and in ihr remaining 26. Ottlv 
single let lei’s Even less has rernAined ol thr \ ram aw 
ostraca \mong ihr 85 osti,ua presenitH! m this volume, 
ii is possible to lead pants of ouh 45 In many 
inscriptions, one tan see clearlv the irate's of the lines of 
script, but tilt 1 individual letters air so fut/v as to he 
mrinteUigihlr 

A great deal of time was spent nnesiig.nmg various 
methods ol photography, as well as me<htw.K ol mienulv 
mg the ink up to now with no ieal success Most ol 
ihe pholographs were taken bv Mr J S St hweig. and 
other* were added bv Mi A ll.iv I he hem results were 
usualb achieved by the use ol sod mm light, but here and 
there infra-red phewography and various hlieis proved 
useful. In trading ihe mscriptimvi, often seteial dilleient 
photographs were usiil. in each of which one m another 


l ei Arad, aerial photograph during the excavations 







tlv Mhiirrll.il, -TVI'M Iff those i 
t.llft ,1 likely f#viding < hilv mote 


,»,i I rn..r, IhimiHv Onk m .. lew <«« *»"' 

4 rrr ririi necessary i n itm Itirir rwo photographs of the 
Mine nstraton iv* fhi* bonk. Im-v m tt\mt * ace* <hr 
diHrreme* were inn small m justify tm lusuwi of several 

phonograph* 

In Hu* volume lhere ah- photographic copies of all of 
i where we an* unable to 
i* certain readings, 

whkh rhr rradn < an t bn k for himself by n mip.it mg the 
larsuvtili In the photograph. are transliterated arid 

1r a ml-Med 

I'.vi-m after all r«f these limit,aiions. we have here a tich 
ahrl unique treasure. that up to now has no equal m all 
of I* let/ l*p arl Its oil port ant i* lies nor only in the variety 
of him ii pi inns ini hiding pnhtic.il, administrative, -Hid 
religions d<«imi>riU* bill also in ihrtf varied datr* On 
ihe (ilaclel nionrnl of Arad, six lor nesses from the 
pri ind id lhe mnnan hv were unearthed, and oti lop of 
iliein weie remain* nl InriiTsse* from the Persian, 
Hellenism . Unman and early Arab periods Some of the 
ivitnua tin indeed comr from unstranhed loci, hilt most 
nl ihem i an Ire dated with no difficult* by paleographic 
imnpitiisnn Md«t of the whole nr nearly whole texts are 
from Strata VIII VI (end til the eighth centur* to the 
beginning of the sixth century It ( h i, but the i!7 ostraca 
hum the earlier strata ate very important paleography 
i ally as well as fmiorkallv Here is proof that the cursive 
script nl the Hebrew scribes came info use during the 
11puled Kingdom, and at least wr have ,t stratigraphic 
hisiorii basis for Hebrew paleography 

I be nsii at a are a i ranged in chronologic!*] stratigraphic 
nidcn, beginning with the later periods from which come 
ihr whole and nrarlv whole irtsc upturns To each 
straliim, aim the snanhed inscriptions, wr have added 
ihose ruM found clearlv snanhed hut whkh belong 
paleographic ally in the same period, Ihe last of the 
Ifehrew osini.k [edited bv Aharoni| is a single text found 
on a vfsii tn the citadel alter the 1 Hebrew volume was 
reads lor pollination [Three more found during the 
H#7H Reason of exravaiion and restoration have subse 
quentii Iseen add ref AFRJ. I best- are followed bv the 
grafim and seals, and the volume nun hides with the 
Vcamaii, tTreek and Vr.tbn ostraca Since a full report of 
die excavation* has vef to be* published, we have 
mm hide d two general plans marking all the loci in the 
caiiotrs strata in which mtrata and other inscriptions 
were found these are not strafigraphiraJ plans; they 
combine prominent building* ftorn various strata which 
nuke it possible to determine the location of each 
insc ription until public anon m! rhe hnal srrattgraphre 
plans in rhe map of the Hebrew inscriptions presented 
here, we have drawn the main buildings of l evels X.MV 
tfig J); the second map, going rhe location of the 
Aramaic. Greek and Arabx insc riptions, shows the mam 
buildings of .Strata IV'-H (fig 2) For the general 
oriental non of the reader, we have included below a short 
rr*tcw of the excavations and the principal buildings 
found tn each stratum r 

The -Arad Excavations 

f he audel mound of Arad, where the ostraca were 


found, occupies the southeast edge of the ridge whkh, m 
ihe shape -d a horseshoe surrounds the Early Bronz r 
riiv V < itv wall was built along the watershed of the 
horseshoe and was continued across the open end so a * 
rg , encircle the town complete!*. On the southeastern leg 
rj | t h c ridge, the wall also swung down to a lower 
, on tour line in order to encircle the whole of the citadel 
mound. Ii would appear ihal a special Public building 
vinrpd here front ihe Bronze Age mi, if we are to judge 
1)V rhe portions of a massive building found at this site. 

In every place excavated below the Iron Age strata are 
remnants of the Early Bronze Age city." 

Their were five seasons of excavations on the citadel 
mound of Arad between 1962 and 1967. t he expedition 
sponsored bv ihe Israel Department of Antiquities, 
tin Hebrew University, and the Israel Exploration 
Society. In the fifth and last season, the University of 
North Carolina (ITS,A.) joined these institutions. From 
PMiH on, ihe analysis of the material was carried on at 
let Aviv University's Institute of Archeology, where the 
maps, drawings, and photographs were also prepared/* 
During the excavations, the expedition was aided by the 
District of Arad and the city council of the new town of 
Arad, first Through the good offices of Mr, A. F.liav, and 
later actively supported by Colonel V. Fundak. 

During the first season, in ihe spring of 1962, I 
directed the excavations together with Mrs, Ruth Ami¬ 
ran. Both of ms excavated mainly the citadel mound and 
its slopes, Mrs. Amiran in the northeast corner and 
myself in the southwest corner, 5 During that season 
already, we discovered about 30 ostraca and some 
additional inscriptions m several different strata; most j 
were in Hebrew, but some were Aramaic arid Arabic, j 
Having expected ostraca in this desert citadel, we had 
exchanged the usual rubber baskets for plastic pails in 
which to collect the sherds, a method since adopted hy 
most other archeological excavations. We also added to 
rhe routine a dip in water for the sherds and their 
examination, prior to thorough washing. 

The second season, in the summer of 1963, was 
directed bv myself, with the assistance of Dr. Mosbe 
korhavt.' We spent the first half of the season digging in 
the ancient city, and only in the second half did we 
concentrate on ihe tell, where i lie Israelite sanctuary was 
discovered, in this season, too, we found dose to 30 
ostraca, mostly in Hebrew, bur some also in Aramaic, 1 

Beginning wirh the rhird season, the summer of 1964, 
we divided the excavations and analysis, of the material 
into two main settlement periods Ruth Amiran directed 
rhe excavations of rhe ancient Bronze Age city, whereas I 
continued to direct the excavations of (he citadel 
mound In this season. 14 Aramaic inscriptions and 
more than 30 Hebrew ones were found. The most 
important find was rhe archive of Eliashtb son of 
Fshiyahu, discovered in a thick burnt level in one of the 
rooms of the casemate waif flan ns 637) near (he 
south west corner of the t iradrJ fhi* roller bon belong* to 
rhe destruction layer of the last Israelite fortress 
(Stratum W.c it contain* remnants of IH ostraca, of 
wbuli five an whole and another six have preserved 
most of thru vupt J J m r * the ln*£ tune (hut an archive 
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of rhe commander of a major fortress of the monarchia! 
period has been found, and it provides us with mam 
details of state adminisiraitof*. 

In the fourth season, which I directed at the beginning 
of the summer of 1965, we found some 20 Aramaic and 
more than ten Hebrew ostraca' 1 The most interesting 
discovery was part of F.tiashib's archive from an oldet 
stratum (VII): in a small room (Locus 779) neat the 
fortress wall and near ihe ostrstcon room of Stratum VI, 
we found a rich collection of ceramics, a decorated 
tridacna shell, two shekel weights, three seals with the 
name of Eliashib (Inscription* No. 105-107). and several 
ostraca. One of the latter was a Hebrew ostracon 
containing a fist ol wheat distributions (No. 31), and 
anorhei w^as a hieratic ostracon containing an inventor* 
of rhe citadel's storehouse (No. 34). 

The fifth and Iasi season at the citadel mound, in the 
summer of 1967, was directed jointly by the late Prof. 
Bernard Boyd and myself.** During this season, 20 
Hebrew and four Aramaic ostraca were found. The two 
most important Hebrew ostraca were: an ostracon from 
Stratum XI (No. 76), the earliest Hebrew Ostracon 
discovered to date, only partially preserved; and an 
ostracon apparently from ihe archive of Eliashih. though 
it was not found in clear context (No, 24), in which the 
commanders of Arad and nearby citadels are called upon 
to prepare to repulse an Edomite attack, 

The last ostracon (No. Kg) was not found during the 
excavations, but was discovered in March 1974 by Israel 
Sommer of rhe Fin Gcdi Field School during a visit at 
the tell.™ A1 rhough remains of only three lines were 
preserved, these lines are clearly pan of a letter from the 
king of Judah to Ihe fortress commander; according to 
the handwriting, it must come from Stratum VII. This is 
an important addition to the collection of ostraca. (The 
three texts found in 1976 have been added to the 
English edit ion. AFR] 

Here is a short description of the main buildings 
found on the citadel mound of Arad in the various 
strata: 

Stratum XII (twelfth and eleventh centuries 
B.C.E.) 

After an interval of about 1500 years following the 
destruction of the ancient city, a new town was founded 
during the Israelite settlement. This was a small unfor¬ 
tified town on the southeast edge of the ancient city, on 
rhe ridge that thereafter became the citadel mound 
Buildings from this stratum were excavated mainly on 
The western slope, where we dug deeply outside the walls 
of the later citadel, and in the area of the sanctuary at 
the top of the lull h seems that their only defense was a 
stone embankment around the edge of the slope In the 
center of the town, at the top of the hilt, there was a hoh 
plate which was surrounded by a bwiiro wall, within 
which were remains of a high place and altar It would 
seem rhat rliis was ihe town of (he Kenite family 
mentioned in Judges 1:16, 

Strainm XI (tetilh century B.CJL) 

In rlii 1 - stratum a citadel was constructed — the first in a 


senes of Israelite fortresses built and destroyed during 
ihe monarchy period Its area was about 50x50 square 
meters, and u was surrmuidedl bv a casemair wall with 
projecting towers, one on each corner, und two on ea* h 
side The gate wav in rhe northeast corner opposite ihe 
sane mart whkh suxxt in the northwest comer Hus 
sanctuary was one nl the chief buildings of the citadel, 
and continued to exist with changes and repairs (luting 
Strata XI-VII Since ihe litadel oE Arad is mentioned in 
the list of utics conquered bv Pharaoh Shiahak in the 
fifth year of fcehoboam ihe son of Solomon. 11 ii is clear 
that the first citadel is from the |M*nod of the Drilled 
Monarch*. 

Stratum X (ninth century B.G.E*) 

\ new wall was built surrounding the fortress — a wall 
full of small angles and without towers i hr gate was 
moved a little to the south and was now near the centci 
of the eastern side In the northeast cornet of the 
fortress, a storehouse was built which remained pan of 
all future citadels, up to Stratum VI I he cenirtvard was 
from now on in the center of the fortress toward the 
eastern side; however, its exact size is unknown because 
of ihe Hellenist ii tower whose foundations weir sunk 



Houir.* along the southern wall including the archive room of 
Hi -oh i b (Loco* 637) 
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h«<r Ijvimg wr.r to the *>uth ot «■>* 

rourtvaid. along thr vmthrin wall lo the *«' ,,f 
cowrlyard wrrr additional rooim, wmc of them work 
shnps At ihr bottom ol (hr *U>pc **n <?xi cnor terrace- 
wall ftupporimg ihr glacis thr Irngih of the dope A 
wAirt * 4 iidI wje dug m (hi* stratum which brought the 
w,uer in rtriemi dug m [hr rock undernraih vwir of (he 
huililing* of the forljnrss 

Slralurn IX (ifftmd half of 
the eighth century B.C.E*) 

I he plan of the forirru, the placement of the impomni 
hmlrhugt, jiuI us wall reniailted (hr same in ibis stratum 
Ai to ihr fortiftcaikms. here is the beginning of a 
phenuTTirnofi i h.iracierittic nl ihc two lulncqucnt strata, 
parallel lines have been buili intide of the thick walls., 
■ifftilai to tasemaie wafts Apparently ibis was done for 
two re atom: in si lengthen the pans nl the wall that had 
liecomr weak and in make it wider I he sac nfitial altar 
found ui die courtyard of the sanctuary is from Stratum 
IX, and under it are remain* of earlier altars 

Strainm VIII (second half of 
the eighth tenlury B.C.E-) 

I be plan of the citadel remained the same as that of 
Stratum IX in all important details. Although the 
Mild nary was rehabilitated, the sarrnhcial all ar t eased to 
lie uied. and the Root of die courtyard covered ii. 

Stratum VII (seventh century B.C.E.) 

the plan of the citadel aucf Us buildings was again 
jtuuilai in us predecessors Hie outstanding innovation 
hrte is the addition of an interior will parallel to the 
whole southern wall of the fortress Thus the being 
cpiatrets located here were truncated and their southern 
portions became small casemate rooms In one of these 
rooms, near the eastern corner (Lexus 779), the seals of 
Llrashth were found 

Stratum VI (end of the seventh, beginning 
of (he sixth century B-C.E-I 

This ns the last Israelite citadel, it evicted for only about 
ten mmk The fortress was encircled bv a new casemate 
wall which had towers projec ting at the corners and in 
the middle of each side, similar to the fortresses of 
Kadesh Rarnea and Hoi vat Uzza. 1 * Along the western 
side and in the northwest comer, a completeJv new wail 
was built whereas the rest of the wall was rebuilt along 
the lines of the old waif In the south, the interior line of 
the casement wall of Stratum VII became the exterior 
wall of Stratum V! The general plan of the fortress was 
not thanged in this stratum except for two things: the 
sanctuary ceased to exist, moir of Tt bring buried under 
the wall, and the gate was moved ro the north side It 


would seem (hat the two change* were connected: with 
ihr cancellation of the sanctuary, the area became a 
courtyard into which a new gate led. 

Stratum V (fifth to fourth centuries B.C.E.) 

W,, team of the existence of (bis stratum mainly f rom 
rhr osiraca found m the refuse pits scattered over ih e 
whole area Mo buildings or floors were discovered which 
could he ascribed to this level. According lo the contents 
,,| the oiiraca. it is dear that there was a fortress here in 
ihis stratum, too. It seems that it was not large and was 
located where the Hellenistic tower was later buili. 
Perhaps the Persian fortress was completely destroyed 
when [he tower was built during the Hellenistic period, 
nr else the foundations of the Hellenistic lower were 
from the Persian period 

Stratum IV (third to 
second centuries B.C-E*) 

The main fortification of the period was the large tower 
- about twenty by twenty meters — whose foundations 
were sunk down to bedrock thus destroying the remains 
id other strata in [his place. Mainly to the west and north 
ul this tower were several buildings used as living 
quarters and workshops 

Stratum III (approximately Ihe first 
and second centuries C-£.) 

A Roman citadel, shout thirty by thirty-seven meters, was 
built here, only slightly smaller than the Israelite citadel. 
Us foundations were not deep, thus not much damage 
was done to earlier levels. 

Almost no material was found which could he ascribed 
to this stratum within the fortress. Material from the first 
and second centuries C.E. was found mainly at the foot 
of the tdi and in the garbage dumps — apparently from 
the time of this citadel. 

Stratum II (seventh lo ninth centuries C.E,) 

At the beginning of the Arab period, a house of some 
prosperous dan or an inn was built on the tell on the 
location of the Roman fortress. Several rooms of (he 
Roman fortress were repaired and used at this time* and 
new rooms were built in the rest of ihe area. 

Stratum ! 

After the .Arab building was destroyed, not later than the 
end of the ninth century C E., there was no further 
settlement here Most of the area of (he < itadel became a 
Bedouin burial ground these graves, sortie of which 
were dug down lo the upper Israelite levels, constitute 
the last stratum of rhe rdf, 

The following table lists rhe strata along with the 
number of m*m prion* found in each stratum; 
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ARAD INSCRIPTIONS 


Stratum 

Bare 

Esnmaied 

dale of 

destruction ( 

Number ol 

inst npirons 

Addnit miaI 

uttM ■i|nn'm 
heh mi gin g 
ro rhr stratum 

1h |xt Irographit 

i ranpariHin 

Language 

1 

Bedouin gooes 





II 

Tt F»— 1*1 h century C.E 


5 


41 ahit 

ME 

]sr-2nd iciuury C.E. 


2 


rireek 

IV 

3rd-isl century B.C.E 


_ 



V 

5rh-4ih ctmun B.C.E 


S3 


bimau 

VI 

603-595 B C E. 

595 B C 

22 

(0 

Helirets 

VII 

7lh -century B t’.E- 

ft. <. 1 

3 

10 

Hebrew 

VIII 

Llld of Rill tenlury ft t F 

701 B-t: 

IS 

4 

Hdirew 

IX 

8di cenlury ft t. F 

7S4 B C 

1(1 


Hebrew 

X 

9(h centrin B.C.E,. 


4 

7 

Hebrew 

XI 

Idih ceniuey BCE 

920 BC. 

4 

2 

Hebrew 

XM 

!2ih-4 llh century B.C.F.. 






1. For fVH*r> inscription I hat has previously been published, the 
Tffrrrni p arc given before rhe respective footnotes of oaih text. 

2. The following Is, a list of preliminary surveys publisher! heretofore: 
V Alumni and K. Amiran, 1 h*- Fii*i Season of Excavations al 
Tel Arad.- Vafurt 2$ <!9fiSh pp- 217-23-4 {Hrtr.l, idem.. IF.j 14 
il1N54l. pp 13t-147; Y Aharoni and R. A mil an. H Arjttl, A Biblical 
Tin in Southern Palestine," Antuuahg^ I” < 1964), pp. 43-53: Y. 
Aharoni. "The Second Season of Excavations ai Tel Arid," Yrdkat 
2# (1964). |>p 133-175 l Heb.1; idem . IEJ 17 01467), pp 233-2411; 
idf™ - ’'The .Archaeological Excavations at Arad. " HaTmueniin 13 
f'L967), pp. 35—43 (Hdi \drm . "The Negeb," Archaeology tind 014 
Testament .Study ed. D Win son Thomas, Oxford, 1967. pp. 
31+1-401; Idem., "Tel Arad," BiWe el 7"nre i'airtfr 92 {I9(>7), pp. 
fi-lft; Idem.. "Arad; Its Inscriptions and Temple." R.4 31 (1.966), 
pp 1-32; Idem . '‘The Israelite Sanctuary at Arad," Sew Diwlisiu 
in Biased ArrAaefttfl^, 1009. pp, 25-39; idem.. Arid 24 (1969), pp. 
2 [-30, idem . .4rM-icn1 Arad, hr atl .Uumiun fjilntog 25 {19610; idem.. 
“Arad." Encyclopaedia of A rt4aeoiegw(sJ £wauotioiii in thr Hedy Land. 
IE, 1971. pp 469-477 (Hebrew): tdem.. Encyclopaedia (u-Wica, VI. 
1972- cols. 370-382; V. Aharoni and R Amiran, "Arad." EnOr- 
tapedia of ArcAoetrbgUal Excaralieru an the Holy l.nnd. I ( 1 975 c pp 

74-69 

3. Cxinrermng a lie Early Bronze City, d It. Amiran, Early Arad. f. 
First-Fifth Seamus of Extavoliom, 1962-1966. Jerusalem, 1976, 

4. The Author's [hanks are due m partis olar to A I Lav ami M 
Weinberg, who prepared ihe photographs, and to tl Pa ran and Y 
Btctrow. who prepared the maps and drawings. The author 
himself prepared the facsimiliei of ihe inscriptions. 

5 A complete list of ihe staff will he published in the final nepoir hut 
(his opportunity mav lie taken to express mu thanks lo the 
principal si,iff members. During the first season, A. Euan and M 
Kochavi Helped with ihe administration of the dig; Joseph Shinhav 
was rmponsihle for irttoritum and Sh. Y Sthweig did part of the 
photography M. trill was stirvevor for all five seasons. 


6 In rhe field work we were assiste«t by a group of siudenn from ihe 
Braid School of Art. Area supervisors weir 1 Davan, I4i M 
(iihem, who had charge of excavating ihe Roman fori. V Dubbi, 
who supcnijcd ihe area where I hr irmple was fomnt, 7.is a 
Knlodm and Di. A F Rafnev hail charge for regisl iraoon. D 
Rai A rim i w*j responsible fr»r mUxalion and Sh, Y .Vhwng again 
did pari of the photography. A. EphfSl ami Med in ihe administra¬ 
tion of the expedition 

7 Area supervisors were U. Amu, Sh Ffarush. R Marjrs, Y Pout 
and I. Roll, registration was directed bi Ziva Kolocfnv and Ester 
Mann; rest oration was bs tJ. Bar Adtocv and Lvdia Zavri&kv 

6 Supervision of rhe excavation was with ihe Assistance of VI 
Kochaii, A F Rainey and R Cohen Other area supervisors were 
M GoHuit, Y t-ar. Z Herzog. B Holn, F Frtti, and F Fraokel 
Ihe architect, I E>unavevski assisted in piepataikm of ihe plans 
and participated in straiegraphic diKiuaiani 

9 Area Su|.tervisors were B Ben-Mrir. I DvTUIti. Murry Halpenty, A 
Lfwii- i'rof M Millar, Sh MiHlein, J Salkin, Prof E Scoggm, f 
Rhillipt, F Fritz, J Henl and A. F Rainev In ihe Surveying M 
Frisi was AMisted by P. isky RgsUwaiiun was m ihe charge of 
I ydiA Zay rtsky I he tamp was supervised Fn Mn Miriam 4,hamni. 
Ester Maun and R lay neb Sh. Schweig ton dm led Aenal phtNt> 
graphy wnh the i ixijwh ai»ori of the Southern Command. Israel 
Befruse Forces Sh N ah mam w as in charge of adnmintralton, and 
supply 

10 It was pawed on to me h> ? Bai Adon and rhanks are due lo both 
of (hern UnfonialMtdy, there is no way to dett-rtmttc where in the 
fonretl it m,u have b«n found tiecause ihe i nscri pc son was 
discerned only during the washing of the sheteb at En liedi lis 
contents and paleography suggest that n comt* from (he Elinshib 
archive of Stratum VII. 

11 V Aharoni, IV lailtd of the BiHr 2nd ed , London IU7«i 

326-329. W 

12 Cf \ Aharoni. 'Elaih and the Vegrv Roads in ihe Biblkad 
Rerarnftf*!*, Jerusalem. tl*63. pp 35-57, Fig £ 
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Pfan of the liter fortreiici, Strata II-fV\ with 
the loci where irurnprMim were found 





THE HEBREW INSCRIPTIONS 



Tht Ostraca 

Next to each photograph of the Hebrew inscriptions we 
have added a pencil drawing of the script (facsimile). 
This sketch was done as precisely as piossible, using an 
enlarged photograph, although there is naturally a 
certain amount of subjectivity involved. We tried to he 
meticulous about representing the faded portions with 
lighter shading. 

The photographs are given in different sizes, taking 
into account the size of the script and the character of 
the material. In contrast, the facsimiles are all given in 


The Eliashiii <ki ra *n situ (Lucus 6S7). 


the actual size of the ©strata (1: f 1 I he measurements of 
each ml racon. details of the locus where it was recov¬ 
ered, and a description of the sherd will be found in a 
special list at the end of the book (pp 1 HO—187) 

Inscriptions I-IH are a group of ostraca found during 
the third season in one of the casemate rooms in the 
south wall (Locus 637). The sherds were found in a 
charred laver of Stratum VI, covered bv 20-30 cm. of 
fallen day bricks, Fhev were scattered on the floor near 
a bowl of basalt (photograph ffelcm); along with them 
were found various smashed pots, itk hiding broken 
eat then ware jars, one of which carried an inscription 
(No. 19). 
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Inscription I* 

To Eiiaahib ArnJ now. gtv@ I ha Kitliyrm 3 baths of #ine, and 
wnia th« nAm .0 of the day And from Ihe rest of the Mrs* Hour, 
send one homer of flour in order to make bread (or them 
Give I hem the wine from the agtnOtft vessels 

I .me i The opening to shows rhal ht have before us 
.in epiMlf similar ro ihe Ln Irish loiters. I Letters 2.6i. the 
o|ifnui|t ns short. ami imK (lie name of the addressee is 
written, with file introductory word flu “and now" — 
Milh no jjfreeling or oilrei polite formula. From this we 
learn as is also < bar from the contents of the letter — 
that it was sent From a higher authority. giving instruc¬ 
tions to Hushif» 

Fltafthih — this is a common name in the Bible, and 
appears oftrri in the pnst-exik period. 1 I he name also 
appears among the progem of the House of David ft 
Chr 3:24}, and J« a high priest in Nehemiah's day (Neb 
3:1), lit appearance here, and apparently also at 
Lathiih,* in insrription* from ihe First Temple period 
shows that its original meaning is not connected to the 
post-exilii period, as winlr scholars have thought ' 

Line 2. “And now-" as an introduction for the contents of 
a letter is also known from the Lachish ostraca (2:4j* and 
from rhe papyrus of Wadi Mnrabbaai In the Bible, the 
fuller spelling of irr is usual, however (hr shorter form 
appears also in F/rk 23:43 and Ps 74:6" li may Ire that 
Cross and Freedman are right, and rhe word should be 
pronounced nr or nr, since and ultimate a*vowel was 
nearb afw.is* represented at that time hv he However. 


* PhrlimiMJfl JKiWn MttXi mj V Aharoni, Iff I#> ftfgkSl pp 1-5; 
The ymr rn Mrbrrw m f tdv* SO, pp 52-55 


this writing is not used consistently, and in the Arad 
inscriptions, for instance, the writing HblfT (Inscription 
40:9} appears in contrast to (Inscription 2::i-6) and 

rrnp’rf (Inscription 17:3—4), 

1 H] — the use of the infinitive instead of the simple 
imperative is apparently an idiom in official instructions,jE 
such as those given in these Setters. It is common in mosim 
of the letters, allhough the simple imperative is sonie- 
limes used (Inscriptions 3, 4, 12, 18), The infinitive 
appears in the Bible mainlv when divine laws and 
commands are given (e g Exod 13:3; 20:8; 2 Kgs 3:16), 
and it has been explained as an exalted ami archaic 
expression which takes the place of a simple imperative 
(g Sam 24:13 in contrast to I Chr 21:10)/ But now it is 
clear shat this form was also used in everyday state 
administration. 

Kirtiytm (Kimm) — Ibis h the plural of Kitfi, which 
appears in Inscription 17. Kitmim arc mentioned in 10 
ostrara from Eliashib’s archive, mostly at the beginning 
of letters with instructions to give them a certain amount 
of wine and bread. It seems [fiat they brought the letters 
with (hem to Arad in order to receive provision! for the 
road In Inscription 2. they receive provisions for four 
days, apparently for a journey of that length. In several 
osiraca. oil is mentioned — however it is not meant for 
them, but js given to them sealed for delivery to its 
drsrm.ilurn (Inst option* 1 7, IE). 17), From Inscription 
17 wr learn that the Kilnvim were under orders from a 
Judean officer In rhe name of Nahum, since he sent the 
requeued ml "in thr bands of the Kiliiyim” 

In the Bible dm usual meaning of the word Kittiylm i* 
Toeek inhabitants of the Aegean islands, and e*F‘ 
r ufU f-vpius, wheir (here it a i iry xtTVOV (vid. Grii 
Fxod 24:24, Isa 23:1; Jet 2:10; Ezck 27:6)* Thu* > r 
would appeal fhai rhe- Kirtiyim in these oslraca JTf 
f-reelt ja Lt prim mercenaries serving in the ftideat 1 


U 


arms, perhaps especially in garrisons of the more remote 
fortresses " Support for this assumption mas be derived 
from the imported Oriental Greek ware found at Tell 
Math at a south of Arad. 11 and from the Greek potters at 
Meyad Hashavvahy, the Israelite fortress from the tune 
of josiah, between Yavne-\am and Ashdod, 1 * Instead of 
Naveh’s conclusion that Mesad Hashavvahu was founded 
as a Greek trade station, perhaps bv mercenaries of 
Fsammetkhus I, it would seem more likely that here was 
a garrison of Greek mercenaries working for Jostah. 1 * 
There are no indications that the Kitriyim lived at Arad 
Rather, as the contents of the letters tell us, here at Arad 
thrv were given provisions for their journeys to more 
distant places, 

l ine 3. \» — this is usual writing for the diphthong at 
Arad, in contrast to ihe S|>dlmg V in the Samaria 
OStraca. H The pletic spelling is also known from an 
inscription on a decanter from Judah. 15 

3 — The letter bet is an abbreviation of ami ,113 a 
liquid measure equal to about 22 liters. 1 * This form of 
abbreviation appears in many of the ostraca of Arad, and 
it is also known now on an osiraton from the end of ihe 
eighth century found at Beer Sheba, 17 Ihe diagonal line 
after the belongs to the abbreviation and not to the 
number following it. This is clear from its proximity to 
the i bet and its slant to the right, in contrast to the lines 
representing the number which are written slanted to the 
left There is one ostracon (3) in which the abbreviation 
of the measure is written after the number, albeit 
somewhat faded. Thus the three remaining lines repre¬ 
sent the number 3, The last line is somewhat longer than 
the others, as is usual in the other ostraca. 

Line 4. □' — There is no doubt that the word PV is 
meant, written without the w&ur, as in the Si loam 
inscription and the Larhish letters. 1 * For the formula 
“write the name of the dav’\ that is. the date. cf. F.zek 
24:2; ... flTa Bvn as if nx ova ny nut Pins dtk p “Son of 
man, write thee the name of the day, even of this 
selfsame day.” 

lane 5 nm — from w r hat is left over, the remainder {cf. 
Jer 38:9), in the Bible, there is no combination TIE p 
aside from Tnjrp, mra, relating to time (Gen 48:15; Exod 
22:30), and cf, the word t?m in the Siioam inscription. ^ 

The plene writing with the uww, used also in other 
ostraca (Inscriptions 2:7; 2:3; 2LI8), shows that the 
diphthong was apparent]v still pronounced in this word 
ar this rime in Judah. 20 

Lines 5-b. uttTtnn nnpb —- a (mnintr-s (ccAnrctt-t for a certain 
type of Hour in the storerooms. The expression “from 
the rest of the first flour" also appears in Inscription 5. 
Perhaps what is meant is the flour from the earliest 
harvest, of (op quality* 1 (cf. Exod 15:21; 18:12); or 
perhaps a thicker flour taken out of the hull first and 
Suitable for baking bread. 

Line 7, sam — This is a difficult word, and opinions 
have differed as to its meaning since the first publication 


of this ostracon At that time, I tended to accept the 
suggestion of Prof Z Ben Haim that a mistake was 

made in the spelling, and the last two letters were 

reversed The scribe meant to wntr 13TT. meaning "to 

prepare and mix" (he flout (to a dough), and then make 
bread Reversal of truer* is a common mistake in hast* 
writing (cf Inscription 10:2k and Tt*> appears m this 
meaning in the Bible (Lev b;|4; 7:12; I Chr 23:25)1 li is 
doubtful whether the fact that it is mentioned in thr 
Bible as a technical term in religions riles would 

contradict its usage m everyday life, as Gibson believes. 
The root is known in Arcadian and Aiahu. and in 

rhr Mishnah we have the form rr3i31t,Men 7:1 2), I hus 
there is no need to assume that the verb was used onh ill 
Hiphll (T3“in). but pcfssiblv both the Kal and Pi’rl foitns 
were in tise (tJTT, Tinr)- 

I his suggestion was rejected by various scholars. 
Albright , 1u Freedman,* 5 and Cathcart** suggest connect¬ 
ing ihe verb to ihe word — the upper millstone.* 7 
and ihcv conclude on the basis of this ostravon that a 
verb meaning “to grind" developed out of (his noun 
There is no authority for this meaning, especially since 
the verb ino appears in the Bible meaning "to grind", 
and furthermore one dnesrTi grind flour* but rather 
wheat There is also no hint that what was meant was a 
further grinding of flour into farina, as Freedman 
suggests. 

Brock's suggestion, giving ihe word the meaning “lo 
put together 1 ", as better suits the sense of the letter, 
However, il is diffic ult to agree wit h his at tempt to 
connect this meaning to in Ugarific.” 

In the preliminary publication, 1 did not notice the 
near parallel of the formula under discussion to that 
found in Inscription 5; "nop. . .iMPtnrr naprr TitfD irutft n’fV 
...ptPKin an 1 ? mmW {and cf. Inacriprion 6) Thus u 
would seem more likolv that the verb a5*ip here ha* a 
meaning similar to that of the verb nViP in Inscription 5 
A similar suggestion was made by Otzen, who rriids 
TfirAfft in the Hiph’ll, citing Several passages in the Bible 
in which the verb means "lo transport" objects on 
wagons (maSTO) (2 Sam 6:3; 2 Kgs 9:28; 23 SO). I bus he 
t ran slates: 50 "ITnd von dem ii b nggeh lei bene n Teil des 
Besten Mehies lass so urid so ^ iel Mehl auf esnen Wagett 
laden (oder: auf einem Wagen abtransportieren), damn 
sic sich Brot mac hen konrien”. 

It should be noted that in Inscription 24 Trom the 
same period (and perhaps written by the same *t libel, 
the Hiph'il form is written fully with the yo<f, but in 
jussives, ihe form ionn i* expected, such a* 33HI1 (Ei 3:3, 
and cf. Deut 13:1; I Sam 7:8; i Kgs 2:6; Prov 30.6, Job 
40:32), SI However, it cannot l>c supposed lhai transport 
by wagon was intended- The usual beast of burden, 
reflected also in the osirara of Arad (Inscription 3), was 
(he donkey. Thus it appears that what is meant i* "to 
take by donkey". The expression 7s I'ann 1 ? is 

known from the language of ihe Mishnah (e g Bekorolh 
4;b); kinship between the idioms of the Second l emple 
Pet tod and the language of the cntraca appears also m 
other examples (eg. Inscription 40:14). 

The flour measure is given only a* a sign ( ), and 
there is no certainty as to its meaning. A similar sign 
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appeal* m inscnphon Iff; ibne ihi* aiROimt ■* K ,vcn lo 
one man, but there is no reason to suppose dial n was 
meant lor him only It n different from the sign 
appealing ai ihr beginning and the tola! of a lisi of 
wheai at Arad (Inscription 31). and from the sign hi the 
papyrus from the Judean Desert * li also differ* from 
ihr sign found in ihe osuatoii of Samaria, whose 
meaning is also unclear. 111 Ihus ihe only consideration 
possible is us ratio to ihe ihree baths of wine given in the 
beginning of the letter. In anoiher ostraton ( Inscription 
2), ihe Kiltiyim received iwo baihs. of wine and 500 
loaves of bread An or ding to this, we may suppose I hat 
the amount of Hour alluded to mu si have been enough 
to bake 450 loaves of bread *— and for this ihe homer nr 
ihe km measure would surely have been needed, as 
Albright and Of/efi have suggested 34 

lanes H '* " fo make bread for (hem” — it is difficult lo 
astrpi Osren's suggestion that this means that they would 
make their own bread 1 his meaning is dilhrull linguist!- 
rally, and also presents two textual difficulties: I) If Hour 
iv given dim fly to thr Kutivim, why would this fact not 
be stated rather than writing about sending flour? 2) 
Obviously, ihr flour is meant for baking bread, and there 
would he no need to slate this if the baking were to be 
done by the Knmim I he in re Ives h follows lhat the bread 
wav not baked m ihe t u.idrt of Arad, but was sent lo a 
special baking plate, surelv nearby, where the Kittiyim 
were ihen given the baked bread. 

1 ines ( * 10. "Wmr from the iigorio^-bowls" —“13*" was a 
Vessel, poiiiblv ihe open howl common to this period 14 It 
seems that ihe wine from the nga?«Jfii-bowls was a certain 
lype of wine, preserved or diluted in these vessels (cf. 
Cant 7:51. Apparently, at the end of the letter, the writer 
■pec ihrs the type of w ine mentioned at ihe beginning, as 
he previously stated the tvpe of flour,** 

» fwr b,H I irJ 555 334 fHeb i 

2 V Aharon* If/ 18 (W.Ni pp t6Hf , Mk» 2 (1969), pp 
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Inscription 2 

To Efiashib: And now, give the Kittiyim 2 baths of wine for 
the four days, and 300 (Foaves of) bread. And a full homer 
of wine, bring tomorrow; don't be late. And if there is yet 
vinegar give It to them. 

Line 3, "The four days'" — the definite artirlp in the 
expression seems to refer to a specific concept, and 
not to just arty four day period. One possibility is that 
the scribe meanr a specific holiday or ceremony which 
took lour days, such as the traditional mourning for 
Jephthah’s daughter in Gilead (Judg 1 ] :40). However, 
since one cannot suppose lhai the Kiltiyim were meant 
io stay in Arad, but rather lhai the provisions were 
given for the road, it seems more likely that "ihe font 
days 11 meant a specific journey which took four days 
from Arad As will be seen in the sequel, the road 
from Arad to Kadesh-Bamea is probably meant, and 
this throws interesting light on the organi^ation of the 
roads and the relationship between the fortresses in 
southern Eret?-Israel, 

Line 4. "300 (loaves of) bread" — the number is 
written in hieratic, 1 another example of the use of 
hieratic numerals in Judah and Israel during the 
monarchical period a Before the number, an addition 
al sign is wril len in the margin, tf this is not a 
mistake, or traces of earlier writing* 5 it may be chat the 
scribe added (he letter kaf, abbreviation for 13*3 (loaf) 
since certainly 300 iWces of bread was meant, In 
the Bible, too, amounts of bread are often written 
without ihe word for loaf {t.g. I Sam 25; 18; 2 Sam 
lb: 1), but there are cases wIictc ihe word is used (eg 
I Sam 10:3; Jer 37:21). See the summary (p. 145) for 
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Morn dir <d 


HUMhrr of .CM-r, ,n lb* un.l -'l-l i.rrt 
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. -, A (..II tom*' <* «w' - <hr h'«*' 

.«..... «-■ 11 l4i " 

I ..h- htmrr w» a <M* " n , ly ', 

.... ... ™ wtmW W ,h*.o. H.«r*rr, 

..1 » ■ I-' ,hr w “* uw " t . 

... ...f.-ltrlfSVH, -WB-wr-w’J 

10 >„.,hv Mr.«.. . /UKlkfBpW*™ * 

lull . ... ,h ' bill "* * h ‘ m,f ' L C ' 

■»,» .v, ... . ii .-I w "«* ** ;, h “ 

b (ir „ls ImI!" [Uv \h Vh 4 WP i 1 ™ "to* handful ^ 

•| 12) nr-p M kVj ‘.I h.linrifilJ ol J 1 ^K s * ' 

*nnfi ’’om Full Km-" (Z S.un K 2t. l* f»H ^1 ' fKz 

I I Wn. 4f|f| in firi 


| 1)P1M li -ma Mom III Phi fhbfr, rhr vrrb ion rnram 
"i„ i, mii" fa,* |imlt H III, -mil from thil "in irn^i VVi 

him. away" 11* i lam W |j *i, .mil -Iho .«'ig", ■» l - 

Ijn’tlt ini ni H»J1 "and Ihr irk of fWtrl w.i* brought! 

Ml ni 1 ( M In I 4 S|. 

h jm rlr-u ili.H “a lull hnmrt of wtnr" w-is nor rrlcitni 

h.i rhr Kiiruim ... givr.h Pwo ImiIii of winr a * 

I.M i hi I.MIP rl.ivV' Siliri' .1 unrip Wrltttf* tO 
whom r«i hrlnx l,M ' whir u inusf hr iupposrd ihai ihr 

mrMM mg of fhr Him w.u ilr.ii U vviiit riant lh«* nmm 

Wirh lhr ssiim mi*..g W.IH rnrprionrd an the I ..n hinh 

li’inn PM): ipa JIPSDna at *3 I hi* in Ir.msliurrl by 
f ill Sin.n Ilf I .HIM' if in hi* turning hr hurl led 

mil hr airfi nr* t h.il wool MOP -is “turning. loin"" 

I Mart sifmlai* Fi.iai' run jmrpirH his irudiug nnaoro 
i r a- ,in H li.hr i nit I "naona spaa" I'vimmu (hut rhist wits 

*,Hhr tii nvily which wmihl hr flour Phr na’si mailnmj{ 
fh, j til our "spa.i mom w,u rinnulaipil 

"m ilia Hit.. of I hr ...g‘\ 

‘ in ilii' iftimr i»l (hr 1 |nniiiTS(t/liimo!HMvl morning , 

In I hr filter ad nmiamow mfitnhig M ; , ‘ 
nr "fiMan' fiwr imnairiaiw mmtting 

I hr or iftlfrtmg Iiinslittiams »liiw (Inir rhr word MOfi 
in , oniiff rion with “morning 1 ' hawi’t vrr Iwn expJamrd 
vinsl.ntorih , .tihil lift drfiniiimi hsi* rdtumpet purr guifas- 
wnilt hhIi no Ir.uu in Itngnisda rxiitnplrs Ii srraii.s Ions 
l) 4A | ihr apprantttac* of rhr wmtl in -'rad 

o 4 ii.ii tan snrugrhrns I »ir Sin.ii s profKNtrt Kven rl one 
,rpis ihr hv|milic*t« of (hr auhrt siha>l.trs rimnrcling 
ihr hf to ihe uottf spa. rr.niing span naona — ii set'ms 
ilMt wr h.o r hrfmr in .1 mflit.in inm which can hr 
itftuthirptf "m rhr stmrv roiai ad flic manning", it ir will 
In’ titmr mill timing the morning ltl| ir (lonronnwh This 
mrcnniig fits fwith contrsts 


s , m ,hi» term tan bf "»» ***& Affined- Uchi* j, 
, h . Wwiand. and Arad m ihe Nfifeb were boih left ^ 
,,-n.en with command over various fortresses and ,o^ 
,n thru respective areas Within .he m.lnarv framew ort 
,h,-,ommander or his appointee must have made a da,), 
„, UI ihr purprises of inspection, brining vupp tlQ 

trad giving orders in the outlaying towns Ibis lour w* 
' ailed MCr dftd the supplies were n'lWO to the var^ 

fortresses . _ . 

from (he instructions given to bung ii on the 

j t . t -k af a hr writer lived near Arad. j r , „ 


| irte 6 Dm.’, be late" ' This st.arp command tt. bnug 

* e wine tomorrow without fa.l shows that there was a n 
emergency. 


J me 7 "Vinegar * — no doubt, wine vinegar was meant 
uf Exiri H 'l.i, which was drunk only in emergencies jh 
jr>.2a>." Aside from the large amount of wine, Flsashife 
Win required to send whatever remained of ihc win* 
vinegar apparently in lime of an emeigeno- 

(However. B Istvine" hax noted Phat the same letter 
h;n j|ready dealt with the issuance of the wine; there 

.. not Hcem lo be a portage Therefore, he ■ onipara 

Kuih 2:14. rana ins n^am, and suggests that real ham* 
wax meant, a* a supplement ip> The raiion of the 
Kiptivimj 


1 Cf t; Mf’dlff WT fr PaF- Ml, p til, No. 654, 

2 X' Ahsmrni. The t.'«- of HiwrjtiM Numerals irs Hd>rr»' Osrraca and 

rhr Shekel Weighis, 8 184 (IW*6) t pp 1+ W- appear* 4 

Hebrew an Stftr Shmwl V'esvan, 197(1. pp. 5tKI-5t7, 

:i rheie Jir fMFirnirtrsr.A aanortg ihe rwtrai H, Mperiallv No. 3|. 

I f.;*o AtW IV -oJ S52 (Heli i. Koch let Baumgartiiei, f vxu on pp 
!M2f 

■, h.i this reason ir is afcn rliftk itic to accept another possible readily 
*UMr*red hv Rainey. That the scribe wrote fcu insJe-td of pf. as in 
Iristnptitm 5f4 Times 1^. 17) anct meanf ihe veii> '"anil yem shafl 
’ If the Killivim had atreadir reteifed twir baths of wine fw 
‘the Four days" how can "a fuff homer", (hat is IPl bath* more, 
he added ibe next dav- 1 [ L rim ine. fH. p. 3fi2- ti. 3£, suggest* rhar 
l he passage be read, "et le retoor do domain, nc retards pas" fit 
suggests that there is an overlapping in the semantic range of the 
roots fn* and 'We | 

fi tjifhiih I. pp. 79, 

7 II G Mav. VASOft W (m$), p 2* 

H W F Albright, ifrrrf.. p. 26:. F. M. Cross, J3.-450R 144(1956), p. tB. 

"I IV F Albright apud Cross, i bid., p. 26. 

]0. Gibson, 1, p. 42. 

IT Vtd. Tnr lit, col 186 (Heb) 

1!2 H \ levine .SAflfutfun ttMafrn’ ll it*/-foyer HnmiLtah FftitforiN* S 
(19781, 289 
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To iliKthib, and now lssm» from th* win* 3 bnthft And 
H«nanyahu Fi«s itommincM you to Shudafl with 2 

tlrmhoys load and you ahail wrap up lh# dougFi with ffrwni 
And count Urn wIiojU and (tin lu«nd, and lakn 

To you 

And Edom I to* 

l ine- 2 I hr sm ihr uscn tin simple imprintivc in inairAfl 
ol iln inhnilivr im iiNrtl in othn Iritris, This mo> hr (hi 
fuiNfmiil style ol ilsr mrrihe, grid (1st Immlwiiting ul*o 
shows that this Icttn wus writlm by a MiHrirni prison 
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I he wine wu ittppo*ed IO hr given to the deliverer of 
■hr letier whoie name was n*a written According to the 
arwnifti of wine, liftiiUr 10 «hai in the two preceding 
Iclim, if vein* thai here, too, a mihtarv unit was the 
ret i pirn i 

1 hr rftifofwiaiftm of the bath meature 11 written after 
the number It i* a pity that it i* mx written clearly, but 
it appear* that here, loo, there ii a diagonal line, 
signifying an abbreviation 

I, me 3 Han an yah li fHananiah) is a popular name in the 
jyfble Iwi people of (hi* name are known from this 
period I hr father of Zedekiah, one of Jehoiakirns 
minuim (jet 3fi 12). and Kananiah the son of A//ur, 
the prophet of f.ilvon who Jived during the reign of 
King /fde In ah (Jei 27J, Hananyahu in (bis Jetn-i was no 
doubt a commanding officer or a minister whom Eliashib 
had to serve 9 here is no reason to identify him 
np*<ih< ally with di.it Hat jamah who was father to the 
inmisift Zedekiah 

( me 3 7f Tb "Vs miV‘ means in biblical language "if) 
appoint fwmrone) commander’". such as Vs THh Tin 
VioBr and shall have appointed thee pi nice over 
Ur ael" { i Siam 2 r > 3b); TTPVt "W n”lJPI IMl TK '3Jn 7VK mtfJO 
rSFi i' >s "I gave my brother Haftilni and Hanamah the 
governor of the r astir i barge over Jerusalem" (Neh 7-2) 
\ similar meaning attaches to V* filltV in the Bible: aiS”! 
pus hnr 'js pk serin 1 * on*a T?o hst® Sn®' ’33 7 k 
apnSB And gave them a charge unto I fie children of 
Uiarl and unto Pharaoh to bring the children of Israel 
out of i he land of Egypt" (Exod ti 13); here meaning to 
send them to a certain place in order to accomplish some 
la*k. ! which n no doubt the meaning in the ostracem 
under discussion Eliashib is appointed by Hananyahu ro 
go to l\ rei Sheba in order to carry out a specific task 
From the character of this task, discussed below, wc 
learn that Eltashib was given authority over Beer-Shcba 
in ordei lo carry out the commission 

Line 4 Beet Sheba — This is (he hist time this city is 
mentioned outside of (he Bible As we shall see in the 
summary, Tell Beer Sheba is not meant hne, as it was in 
ruin* at the time, but rather the unfortified city ueat it. 

I he distance from Arad to Beer Sheba is 30 kra. tav air 
and nearly 40 by road It is possible to march this 
distance in one day — with effort 

lanes 4-3 The nun is tfir onlv letter whose reading is 
uncertain The traces may also be read date, but the 
context renders the dftti more likely It appears that the 
end of the right hand line is not (he line which crosses a 
W. but ratheT a word divider, and the left-hand line of 
the lei ter is obliterated 

kifd — As a concept of the weight a beast is able to 
c arrv. it appears in the Bible in connection with mules (2 
Kgs V 17) and camels (2 Kgs 8:3*. Tton KF5 is mentioned 


m Exodus 23:5. and the homer measure is H.isitally th f 
nieasu re of how much a donkey can carry fvwuan) (f/ 
CJen 44.13; 45:23; 1 Sam 25:1H; Neh 13:15), 

I his is the first cpigraphif example of the use of ih e 
donkey as the major beast of burden still at the end of 
the monarchy, “A pair of donkeys" - n was normal for 
,wc> loaded donkeys to he driven hy one man (cf | ud 
19 3 j 0 g Sam 17; 1). The concept “two mules’ burden" 
tan-tt 191 nsre) appears in the Bible (2 Kgs 5:17), 

Lines 5-6. As to transporting dough wrapped up i n 
doih cf.: *71 nn* amitura ran- oits curt *w*\ 

ooot And the people look their dough before it w as 
[eavened, rheir kneading Troughs being bound up i n 
Their clothes upon their shoulders" (Kxod 12:34). The 
fact that dough was sent from Arad to Beer-Sheba also 
shows that the great storehouses of Beer Sheba no 
longer existed at that time. Sending the dough shows 
lhar there was an emergency; the day of march is used to 
leaven the dough, which thus arrives ready to hake. 1 

Lines 7-8, Here begin ihe instructions to Fliashib, telling 
him what to do in Beer-Sheba.* Unfortunately, only ihe 
first two lines have been preserved from what were 
originaly at least six Lines of instructions. Lliashib is 
commanded to make an inventory of [he grain and 
bread, As to the term used for counting the grain, cf.: 
.- 1 S 00 PH '3 -IKS'? Vm® Ilf TUB mi cm hiro *13 W A31'l 
"And Joseph laid up the corn as the sand of the sea. very 
much until they left off numbering; for it was without 
number" (Gen 41:49), 

What he was supposed to take with him was written on 
the reverse of the ostracon; but unfortunately, only the 
first word has been preserved: 37 k. In line ll t the 

number 3 appears, and in line 12 the word (□’■bitki) acxi. 
from which it appears chat Eliashibs mission and this 
emergency situation were connected with the approach 
of the Edomites (and iid Inscription 24). 


T VuL F.nt bid. [11. tot 218^19 (Hcb.J- Hananyahu son uf Gera 
appean in the Cibeon insenptinns (J. H. Pritchard, Hthrew 
Inunpltons tiiui Slumps frr?m Gibr&n , Philadelphia J 9!i9. p. II) and in 
Hebrew seals (Diringir. JvriiMtii, pp |{j2, Jitl, 20tt). 

2 As iranyUird by Korhkr-Baumgarlner, p, 797: call up, 

appoint, ordei ^ pervju (to a place, for a talk), (R I^riiif, 
Shmviia n 3 (11*7(1), 2K1+, li<t> compared Ksthci 4.5. ' 2 T 1 D Vl 9 nHH, 
wcirh l In '3113 wherf ^|t i% synonymous with 9*. boOt 

^mplt meaning ’Vo," Thus a lie Arad piissage, means simply that 
Mtatrhib is commanded to j;« to Br-ei Shefja, AFR| 

[l^rmaire, Iff p I6&. proposes to re-ad lasr instead of imj However, 
we are nrn <c.invirt£«d by ibe phcMpgraph. If, ncVenhelcSI, Lemaitf 
were f.orresr, wr would luggeil Aarfr| p J, in a bundle' [xnliirt'* 
atjdirijfrtiaJ idea, fat, nt , n> inu-rprrt ihe paSiage, “prclieM 
frrkxenifrti prflK-lei tarn telache," is far Fciili«l, AFR) 

-t fB L'vitir fat at., Miunwt thaj F.bashah was n mi mantled |t> rake 
inventory of ihr iuppJj« aa Arad raiher than HreT-Sheb*- 
Alrhough be is correct ibai (inn A-d do not imply an appoittifn*** 
irj jatr command Aharoni'i interpretation *tUI m,, 7 

lx- valid as re^ardv rhr inventory A^ K| 
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To Ehashib Give the Kittiyfm 1 (jar of) oil. seal and send it 
And 1 both of wme give them 

Ljnes 1-2, This short nsTracon has no opening formula. 
After ihe name of the addressee, the lea lei begins 
straightaway with the imperative "give 11 Even the rough 
scrip! and the lack of punctuation between words shows 
that this lertet was not written hy one of the scribes that 
wrote most of the leiteis. This ostracon and Inscription 
17 (Vid. also Inscriptions 7, 10, 12-14) speak of sending 
Oil The oil was not meant for those who delivered ihe 
letters, but was sent via these people, sealed. From this 
fact it would seem that the oil was not meant a* provision 
for the road, bui rather was sent as provisions for the 
various fortresses (nuf, Inscription 17) The amount, 
indicated by the number I, is unaccompanied by the 
name of (he measure. Thus it appears that there was a 


standard vessel for oil which was sealed and sent, a 
"nefeef" of oil, as recorded in ihe Samaria inscription* 1 
Thf most likely vessel is ihe normal standard jar which 
was found in quantities in ihe storehouses of Beer- 
Sheba; us capacity is about 25 liters (one bath),* 

Where ihe oil is to be sent, i.e the destination of the 
Kitiiyim, is not mentioned- 

Lsne 3 The ostracon cuds with the instruction to give 
wine to the Kiitiyim, no doubt as provisions for their 
journey, as in previous fellers. In ihe light of ihe other 
letters, the first line appears to be the abbreviation for 
bath, leaving one hue to indicate the number I 


J. Diririftcrr, p S7 

2. 1, H. 57:fl-lfi, Hie capacity range* hciwrrn 24 and Zfi 

litcri. only one )ar {No. J4l hoktin| less {21 lilrnl 

Po**ihlv ifiew (Mrs were irveaiU to tmid on? bath Aj ia fhr haub 
measure, see ahove. Inwripikm I. fnotooi^ 16 and 17 
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C-» 



To iliaahib And now Sand irorn you from the real of the 
first flour which flour fo make bread for the Ktttiyfm.. 
Ben ayah u who wiif send ( 7 I you the fifth e] baths before 
the month passes And from the rest work 

As an Inscription I. instructions are given to "send from 
(he rest of ihr fust flour” ll Seems that an additional 
definition of the type or place of the flour was given, but 
onlv the word "which" has been (parftallv) preserved. 

In line 6. the word "bread" is decipherable, from 
whti h it seems (hat here too (he flour is 10 be sent in 
order to make bread Probably the amount of flour was 
given 

The name of the people for whom the bread was 
meant was not preserved However, in the light of the 
other oscraca, the ward Kistivirn is the most Irkch Thus 
we arrive at the following formulation, reminding us of 
Inscription I “Send from you from the lest of the first 
floor which (measure) flour to make bread for the 
Ktttivim " 

Other matters are discussed tn the rest of the letter. 

Line 9 ft appears that here was a name ending in 
" vahiT Thii t* perhaps the man to whom the tithe is to 
be ient. 

Linr* JO-1 I The fetters are clear, aside from three o t 
four letters on the nghr side which are missing Tn line 
II, the letters arc contiguous with no sign of separation, 
but there is no doubt in the reading: "who will *{end| 
you the (1 " The likely completion of the Iasi word as 

"tithe”, 

lines 12-13 Two letters are missing a! the beginning of 


line 12, probably the last two letters of the word "tithe” 
(flWflTD). 

The first preserved letter is Ml, and it appears that 
there is a diagonal line after it, i.e. the abbreviation for 
hath. The sign for the number which should come 
afterwards is nearly effaced 1 If this reading is correct, a 
friyed quota was imposed here as a tithe; and since the 
bath is a liquid measure, only wine or oil could have 
been meant. 

"Before the month has passed" — c/. Amos 8:5: 'H3 
^ninn "isf “When will the new moon be gone;'' ; where 
ho do means the new moon, as elsewhere in the Bible * By 
contrast, in this inscription the month itself is meant; a 
certain amount of time is given for the payment of the 
tithe This, too. is a usage documented only from the 
time of the Second Temple, and cf. Inscriptions 1:6-7; 
40:14, 

Line 14. The proposed completion “tithe" ("iiFffE) fits the 
term work" which appears in this line. Unfortunately, 
the type of work remains unknown, since a word of 
ihree nr four letters is missing before “work". It |S 
apparently necessary to lake or to send something "from 
the rest of the. work” Since "the rest", or what is left 
over, is mentioned, we gather that the product of some 
work is meant. 

Line 15. In (he last line only single letters have been 
preserved It seems that ihe letter was continued on r * ie 
other side of the ostracon, hut the writing is completely 
effaced 

I I' i» i(vi [Mriiihlf jo rrad "13 riMummj liial ilior srf dir I** 11 
frtu-M of 4 word, in wtikfi ov rhr Jjriet wr*uJd read; 1P who will 
vr\fi you wiih rr tor*} from A ha twTsir lhr irwimH 
Hnwrvrr. rw> ptice named A Im 11 known fci ui. and the mention 
oi (hr end of (hr monrh tUte% r»pf hdp in rhu reading 
2 Pns, btht III, col Th tHeb,). 


20 


Inscription 6 



[; fl$}T yvflt t bK 


*1 

Sk T inma ribt? 

bK ihan nbr 

.2 

inw 

VnrWni 

,3 

trscH?} s itunb 

/// t* 

.4 

TTatFrr 

atattfn 

f 


SttJi 

.6 


To Eliashib, and now: Send from you to Yahaz[yaliu] 3 {007) 

1 loaves of) bread the oil 

Here, too, a consignment is discussed; the opening is 
similar to that of Inscription 5. Bread is apparently 
mentioned in line 4, the sherd is broken beneath the 
numeral, but it seems likely that (be amount should be 
300, as in Inscription 2 Perhaps before the numeral, 
flour or bread was written; oil also is mentioned. 

Of special interest in this ostracon is the name of the 
recipient written in line 3 Only the first three letters of 
the name are legible: TIT; but the remains of the 
following letters point to the name ifl'tlT, 1 This name 
appears in the Bible as Jahzeiah Ovrrr 1 !,* It was discovered 
recently in the inscription on a decanter from Judah, 
and Avigad discussed the meaning of the name and its 
parallel forms in the Bible and in Phoenician and 
Hebrew inscriptions, 31 Probably this Yahazyahu was com¬ 
mander of one of the southern fortresses, like Elisha son 
cal Jeremiah in Inscription 24; unfortunately, further 
details have not been preserved 

lodging by the two other small pieces, this ostracon 
contained at least three more lines of script, making a 
total of at least nine lines. 

] The reading sm is also possible; cf. 'mm" (Jahawrl) |Fnr MW.til, 
col. fi?l (Hfb.)] and a Hebrew 4c*l (Dinnger, feruumi. pp 

17 If,). 

2 Em htH. Ill, rot 636 (Heb 1 

3. N Avigad, IEJ 22 (1972), p * 
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Inw rt prion 7 


o>n^3*5inJ.n ,2 

irrb I 3 


-r* r zwb* h* 



j? y *i>/\ 

** 14 i ■ * -^f 

f V 1 ^, v if 




D*nab tna : n 
-mb 1 a rwfh 

nwtpn ny w nwriS-W * 

*i).» tptnja ttnnb #f/\ asnn 1 ? s 

*a rrJBb nnana 3 a^B^rrnaJia * 

xnnb ow BryadFir^HiJw Jt 

-n |htfi n nmsn n s 

. lirtVwi an] ■* 


i cruiiri, {learly giving two dates The first day of the 
tenth month was ihe day on which the supplies were 
givers, and the sixth clay ended (he period for which the 
provisions were intended Again we have here a period 
of 4 r ' days march, as in Inscription 2 and in the 
following ntt ration (No. 8). Apparently in all three cases. 


Fn Finish!>1 arid now Giiv* (hn Krttiyim for the tenth month, 
on th# Pi ml of month up lo the mirth of (he month, 3 
haths And mil# baforoi you on tha tupeortd of (ho month. In 
l"h* tanth month And oil and aand| 


provisions were issued for (hr same road: to Radcsh- 
Barnra "KWh means rhe rrnth month I 'his manner of 
ahlurviation is especially common in the book of Ezekiel, 
e g "tnn 1 ? n«wi3 '-npya"' "In the tenth month, in ihe hfth 
day of the month" (£2 33:21), eir 

Line r r "3 baths 1 ' surely meaning three baths of wine 


I 1 ties 1 5 'Toi 1 In tenih month, nil the first ol the 
month up tn the sixth of I hr mouth" the reading is 



l ines 6 H "And write if lief ore you' - rjf 3fi3 nT* 
'33 "which hr wrote before (he children of Israel" 
(Jodi M:32). Final Ac as mttfsr fcrtionij in rhe second 
person ytl appears in the Lachish letters (2:6, 3:Hi and 
also ni Inst riprion 40: IS*. [Admittedly, the hr in those 
Lachish passages could be construed as an accusative 
suffix, but this seems unlikeh m the presenf context, Tn 
Massorelk Hebrew, (he accent would he on the last 
syllable in second (and first) singular qlt when continuing 
a command {after semir) as here: this uilghr account for 
the preserve linn of the final vowel. AFR] 

Ihe mem of the word could also be read as a tom. 
Inn B'JtP3 wnm'9 is must likelv the correct reading, ■nsjrpa 
again means “in the tenth month”: cf. Haggai 1:15: 3t*3 
■era FTTi k TF3Ttn D'itp “In the four and twentieth day of 
ihe month, in ihe sixth month’ 1 . Why was Eliashib 
supposed to write it down on the second of the month, 
when the provisions were to be given on the first? As will 
fie seen below , it seems that the stock of the storehouses 
was foj.a!led and recorded at the end of each month (nd. 
Inscription 7:8). Possibly because of this inventory, 
provisions were usually not issued on the first of rhe 
month Apparently (he writer instructed Eliashib to give 
the supplies Ofl rhe firsi of the month, in contrast to 
usual practice, probably because of an emergency, and to 
total ihe stock only the next day, the second of the 
rnonrh In the light of this supposition, "write it before 
vow means recording the monthly inventory. 

Liiirs 8-9 Ihe script ends with the word "oil", and ihe 
letter hrt, after whir h there are remains of at least one 
more row of writing, Comparing this ostracon to Inscrip- 
umi I, we haw tumpieced: onjn t pan. 


Inscription 8 







\ni nm 3*”bx 
'Xtn(mop (?) 1 DHiriD 
*:i 'tv \c i ™iTi t ' ivv nr 1 ? 
xnnb wy nJWtf 
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bam npi .1 

rn mmplt- Miim 2 
my *nnyws™b ,j 

4 

/// % 3 ^ B 

IT * 

3 hJ ,J 

mVk * 

.10 


To Elias hi b and now Give the Kittiyfm 1(7) homer ot flour 
from (he thirteenth ol the monlh until the eighteenih of the 
month, and 3 baths of wine 

t o noe 
which 

I has ostracon is written in small closely-spaced letters, 
and only (he first five lines are legible 

I mt 2. After rhe word “Kictiyim", there was apparently a 
sign for the homer (or cor) measure, as in Inscription 
1:37 Alter this sign, the letters np are clear, no doubt 
meaning nop. Perhaps (bis is an abbreviation, but as this 
word was usually written fully, it may simply lx- an 
oversight of the scribe. [But compare now the newly 
discovered text, Inscription 112, below. AFR] 

Lines 3-4. Even though some of the letters are faded 
and difficult to read, there is no doubt in the reading; 
From ihe thirteenth of the month until rhe eighteenth 
of the month". Similarly to the previous inscription, iwo 
dates aie named — the date of supply, and the date until 
which ihe supplies were supposed tn last. The number of 
days are identical in both inscriptions: the provisions 
were meant for six days from the date of supply, which 
were perhaps only four days of marching, if tine does 
not take into account the first dav when the supplies 
were issued a( Arad, and the las! day. when the Kictiyim 
arrived at their destination, 

Line 5, In addition to flour, 3 baths of wine are to be 
given (hem, an amount equal lo [hat in Inscription 1. In 
that text, Eliashib was ordered So write rhe date, arid 
here the dates were fixed in advance 

Only single letters are legible in the rest of ihe ostraton 
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Inscription 9 



Tq Eliaahi) 6 (and now send) from [you] 3 baths of jwine] 
oo [of the month ] 



Ken though onh a few remnants of three lines of 
writing were preserved on this small sherd, it is clear that 
the opening was similar to that of Inscriptions 5 and 6 
Store the sign for hath appears, it seems likely that the 
subject was a consignment of wine The four lines after 
the bet may mean l cf Inscription 17:8. However, in 
comparison with the rest of the osiraca. it is more likely 


that the first line is part of the abbreviation for bath. 
Apparently the date follows, the bit o'F diagonal line 
preserved after the bft leads to the conclusion that the 
lowest possible number could be 10. 


Inscription 10 


e npi aw [ pH hm .fi5i.atr[ 

(M) (n)a T* 1 n«(nak ini \ ajn.nu 

i yaw\ o»ri > Qfjfin 

■*)* 139 an [n vwttpntafi [ 

[ rr n*a ninaf 




To EliaJahJb and now; [Give the Kifipyfm tf?) bath of win? 
and 200 [loaves of brejad. And One [sjealed (jar of) oil (o 
Obadiah ssfnd rn the hands of the! Mriyim. 

i-ines l 2 I he completion of these (wo lines is certain' 
thr only dmibt being the amount of wine. After thrsitf" 
of the hath, there is an empty spate, and thus ii seem* 
that only one bath was meant, Hie re are. hour** 1 - 
remnants of four faded lines, arid ii is difficult to decide 
whether rhrw are remains of a previous inserip^® 1 
fpdurijMesO, or whether one should read “4 hath* 


Line 3 J be letters QTvnuo are reasonably clear, and it is 
doubtful whether there is room for another letter 
between the altph and the mem. Since wine was men- 
rioned first, and oil is discussed later, it seems that bread 
is what is missing Furthermore. one must assume that 
letters were reversed in the word for 200: ornate instead 
of 2 nwa I his is a reasonable amount, in comparison to 
other osi rata; in Inscription 2. 300 loaves and 2 baths 
are written, and here 200 loaves of bread and one bath 
of wine, 1 


Lines 3-5. One jar of nil is mentioned* and we have 
completed the sentence in comparison with Inscriptions 
4. 13. and 17 in which oil was sent in a sealed container, 
arid brought to its destination by the Kittiyfm Ben 
Obadiah was probable the commander of the fortress to 
which the Kitiivim were going. Obadiah tv a common 
name, and was also found recently on a seal from 
Beer-Sheba 1 

1 teimirr. tH, p ]70. pnrlrn tn rod BCIW> «" f 

2 Bwr-S^to t, pp 751 


Inscription 11 
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trnab inj : nsn 
r: 2 (B^nia [MT1KW3 

1 


avrbK.bK *1 
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r»#ia 3 
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To Ehashib. and now: Give the Kittiyrm (from you?) 2 baths 
ot wine . and . from Nehemyahu ... 


I bis is an order to give the Kitriyim 2 baths of wine and 
probably also a certain amount of bread, but the end has 
not been preserved. 


Line 3. Before the sign of the bath, there is Toom for 
another word. According to Inscriptions 5 and 6. 
perhaps one should complete “from you", 

Line 4. The maw copulative surety begins a new subject, 
and it is written after an empty space, as in Inscriptions 
i and 4 Before it, there is space for 5-7 letters Possibly 
here was recorded the amount of bread, as in other 
ostraca. however this part has been almost completely 
effaced. 

Line 5, Only (he name Nchemvahu (Nehemiah} has been 
preserved End. 31:3b or Nleftahemyahu, 














I niv nption 1 2 


> i t nw [n]p atffybn bn 
djp»]m prop 2 {(irms) 
rnnn hjgohp*? 


M] 


> anVn n 


H im nn^ j| [ 

iy lb* 
hi w u 
*?>h ai raifynn 


To Eba]*bib rnh« on« (jar of] oil and two irneBmuriw of) flour 
*nrj (jiv« lh«m to Hams'anal quickly 
I ha brud 

1 inr il A fin the addresser. Eliaduh, of which only ihe 
Liar rwi' Inters 4 »f rhr name air [iinmifl, (hr only 
Irgihli Irifrr* in this line air qoph, msm, and a diagonal 
||nr which usually svusIh dors somr amount of oil (ctri. 
Inv 1 i|ii 1011 a 4 ami I?) Wr have ihut compieced the linr* 
"(«ivr our (ptr of) oif' I hie osiraeott has no opening 
..ilia, a* in Inscription I 

I me 2 lirfoir |hr word foi Hour, (hr numeral 2 is 
written 01 pcrltfip* a larger number, if one or iwo 
Imci air mi«niitg beforehand I hr symbol for ihr 


.1 

1 

3 

4 
f 

6 

7 



measure which should have been written before the 
number has not been preserved- 

Lane 3, The word quickly" is clear; cf. Inscription 17. 
where again oil 19 to he seni “quickly” Before this word, 
1 he letters are clear, and before them are vestiges of the 
letter iartdfc, Apparently the Edomite name Kaus'anal 
was written; this name is known from about the same 
period from sea! impressions found at Tell el-Kheteifeh 1 
Apparently this ostracon instructs FJiashih to give provi¬ 
sions of oil and flour to an Edomite- 

Line fi. "The bread" are the only words legible irs the last 
part of 1 he letter Probably the preparation or sending of 
the bread was already discussed beforehand 

1 N Gluerk, BASm 71 f IWW. p 



ln*cripfi£»ii IS 


-rn 

nm ptwri nx nb 
[enm 
'rhm 
yrtph 



$e|nrij this [o]i! [and seal it] wuh your 
y]ahu 


and send it |to 


Only the script on ihe lower part of the oslraron has 
Keen preserved; this was ihe middle of ihe letter. From 
this sei tion we learn of a consignment which was to he 
sHi-nt seated by the seal of (he addressee. Comparing (his 
osiracon wilh Inscriptions 4 and 17, we have assumed 
rhat oil was to be srni. and thus, coniplrted the first pari 
of line 2 If (his completion is correct; "send this oil" — 
ihen clearly the amount and type of oil would have been 
given earlier, as well as hnw il was to be prepared Thus 
the writer apparently repeats his instructions lo send ii lo 
a person whose name ended in -yahu- 

I‘his- addressee is unknown. Perhaps it is Eliashih, as in 
the majority of (he inscriptions, but it could also have 
been someone sent to Arad in order to take the oil and 
send it, as in Inscription IT- 
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In*c rifiium 14 
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Inscription 15 


nb* r™ ,i 

n 3® > ar .a 

-1 

'K?! 13J* 4 

T Uriw mnVn s 


[Your] brother I greets Elift)gh»b and 
lad 

tleni and your brother 

This miracon is written in thick and relatively rough 
« ript on a piece of a jar which is thicker than usual Ihe 
nght hand pari is complete, but on rhe left a large 
portion is apparently missing It seems thar the begin 
mng of the letter is here preserved, and the lines seen 
above line 1 are soot smudges. 

Ihe contents of the ostracon are extremely incom¬ 
plete. and any restorations are hypothetical. 

Lines 1-2. The first two letters, spelling the word for 
- brother”, show that this is a letter with an opening 
similar to that of Inscription 16. Thus possibly ihe first 
two letters of the second line belong to the name 
Eliashib, and we complete the opening formula as in 
Inscription 16, ft is not possible to know if it continued 
m a similar manner, or whether the word [nsji 'and 
now" appeared afterward. 

Line 4 Only the word nr: JJ tad H h clear, and the 
punctuation mark appearing before the nun confirms 
this combination of letters. 

No doubt this was part of the title of some pert* 
officer. either a civil or military clerk. 1 [This is now 
confirmed by Inscription I 3 0. APR] 

l ine 5, I here is no punctuation between the letters, but 
the combination of letters mb “'not'" seems unlikely in any 
context; thus the reading |l|nKt has been adopted. Before 
it is a word ending in ^ 1 he most fining word we could 
come up with was brut '‘rent"; there was no dearth of 
tent-dwellers in the Negeb and along ihe southern roads. 
However, this is purely hypothesis. 

1 V r kt Eiw. MW 1, Cdf 555 f 561 
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IfiM ii ptifm I ft 


- Sth rhv ifnjjn ,thm 
•h* ,^n«i th%fr\ vofw n 
♦nn#» . nr , 1 ’Tvt^ nna 
nn inrt'ytsn nmi» 

• »] \nfm i » 13 *j • *Wllln 

run trrprf|» 7J» 

,1*9 

nt>s n*t 

rh\\f 

rdnun nm rm 


WttHv wnjsn an* i 
naafi^nWji swAr* ra a 
VnusS npi mmSans 3 
n* irii'wi awafi .4 
vrrhjti^JaVitr btj [ in .1 
nm iimTf ]’ * 

cm ani »7 
nm Beam* * 
nW 333f * 

hriAwn*Vi nmn* io 



Ycnji brother Hsusoyahu urttei* Elianhib and your housa I 
have Mid n blrttlng to ihe loud for you, and now Whan I 
Jeff you r hQUM. J sen I the money, S shekels. to Ihe sons of 
Lie aty ah u m the hand of 'Afaryeftu find (he with you 

I he money 

he sent Nahum and don't send 

|9n* oil i Aron l» wntini in si lull crowded lei ter*, iruf the 
ink ha* faded to thr extent of diia|>|>fafmg in the mlm 
of ihr p|»ev sheid All of rhi* makes the trading ddhntlt 
1 he only * et lain rendering is the beginning of the loiter 

(bties I ... it )* clea i fmtti the continuation (and 

n|*n will Inc fl). that a consign turn I of mime* is 
disc usucd hoir I ho rest of the readings are io br 
i on tide red at tentative 

line J "Venn brother" — is is t iitiomarv in the ancient 
Near Eaut and in rhr Bihfe fr.tf Num 2(t: t*•: I Kgs 9:15)-' 
j. (jtMrsn'l neressarih mean a real brother., bin someone 
of the tame rant as ihr add letter Similarly. in other 
letter* ihr ripening "vmir son" appears (Inscriptions 21. 
Ill), whit h evidently means that the wnler » of an 
inferiot rani to f bashib 

Hanaitiahu rhis name also apj>ears in InatrifNinn 3 
Sime m both rases the name appears without the 
patrons mu . and betfh come front a hour the same period, 
we ran assume rhar dir same person was meant Ihr 
ddhnrlfv in the idetitiftratton is that-in Inscription 3 
Hanarisahn appran as Ehashib s Superior, ordering him 
ro rxn ute some task, and here he opens ihe letter as a 
man of equal rant However, if our reading of line 10 is 
correct, then here, too. he goes tfsashih mstnnitons Ai 
any rate, even if Hananvahit has a htghei civil nr military 
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rank than Ehashib. both of them are senior adminis- 
Ir-[0 rs. or officers, which justifies the use of ihe formula 

'brother" 

Lines 1-3 This is a fixed opening formula, repeated 
4 pain in Inscription 21; “X inquires after 3 he welfare of 
Y l have blessed you to she Lord Similar formulas 
appear already in, Canaanite letters such as the Taanach 
ablets No. Ik and an El Amama letter (No 96),* and 
also in Lgarinc writings* Apparently a similar formula 
appears also in the papyrus from Wadi Murabbai * As to 
the formula “I have blessed you to the Lord," tf "1 have 
biessed you to Baal-Zaphon and to alE the gods of Dafna" 
in a Phoenician inscription from Sakkara. 1 ’ and “1 have 
blessed rou to Yaho" in an Aramaic ostraron from 
Elephantine® tn the Bible cf 'n 1 ? hh* thS "Blessed be 
ihou of (he Lord (1 Sam 15:13) We might have 
expected a wm! in the word ITnsiap as in ,| nn' ,, in in ihe 
next lute, but this is a ven common formula that has 
apparently preserved its historic spelling. 

'jh« 3 — Only the pi dt and ihe tikph are certain: 
however. This reading scctu* logical in the light of line 4. 

I he first letter is not a \od, but it is possible to read wiem 
instead of keph The end of the word is also uncertain, 
hui since tn ihe following line the word ’nnbin appears, ti 
seeml likely that here, too, the first person is used. 

Line 4 Aside from the first, all (be letters are clear, 
Thus, rhe reading is certain up to the end of this line 

"Your house" — the fortress of Arad or the storehouse 
within it is meant, as in Inscription 17. The choke hinge* 
or the question of Rliashih s position — whether he was 
commander of the fortress or director of the storehouse: 
iid the discussion in the general summary. 

Line 5. — we completed the word according to its 

appearance in line 8 Actually, only the fee and the pc are 
certain. The second letter is completely rubbed out. The 
third letter can be zayiw nr ymf, but the long lines are 
more likely the lower two lines of the samdi. 

$8 — vfein as an abbreviation for shekel appears in ihe 
ostraca from Tell Qasileh 7 and from Mesad Haihav- 
v;<hu, s and h known from Aramaic inscriptions, 4 The 
numeral is made up of two parallel horizontal lines — 
rhe hieratic numeral S. 10 

"To the sons of Ce’alyahu" — the only letter in doubt 
is the yarf of 'U p which could also be read either atiph ot 
fate: however, ir» comparison with other vodi, such as in 
Hananvahu (line I ), the reading yod is possible. rn'^Ki 'iz 
seems more probable than >7rSt> nsa, although the latter 
is a possibility. The name Ge'alyahu is known from a seal 
impression found at Bcth-zur “To GeaJyahu son of the 


king It has been proposed to idem it v him with Aigal. 
one of the descender!is of Jehvuaktm 11 t hi 3 22h 
assuming lhai this was an abbnrviaium of \igahahu In 
accordance with tho jwvssihihtv the reading »** 

should be consideird, but it is doubifid ’* A pametitet 
famih is doubtless mranl, is m tnscnpiion 49 (and .-id 
Lnscnptkms 10. 23 55, and 5ft>, where vanous familw* 
are named "sons of 

Line tv The letters are fairly ret lam Before t hem, 

there is room for one wide lrtter, oi two narrow ones 
There is also mom for onr ot two Irtters at ihe end ol 
line 5 The probable completion is ihus I oi 

the formulation "to send bv thr hand ol rid low tip 
tions 17:9 and 24 12 13 Azarvahu (A/anahl w a 
common name in Judah, and mam examples ol ii air 
known from the Bible find in Hebrew epigraphn ul 
material. 1 " 

The t onrimiaiion is harelv legible, and the onlv disn 
words are "the silver" at the beginning of line 8 In thr 
middle of lines fi. 7. and 3, the letter umw i* clearh 
dijMertnhle at some deviance from the prececlmg let rets 
it would seem that m each case this uvjii» iiltrodures a 
new sentence,, as in Ink option* 2 and 3 

Line 10, The script fades away in she lower part of ihr 
otEraoon, so (here is no certainty as to ihr reading of ilus 
line. For the name Nahum, *re Inscription 17, pmsiblv 
this is the man sent on the mission tl the reading "and 
don 1 ! tend" is correct, here is proof that Hananyahu 
gives instructions to Eliaahib, as in Inscription 3 

J Cf Em tnbi IV, col. 96S-9T0 fMrb.v 

2 tStfl» alsKi A h hainry. I/iknvnu, H.XXV (1970), pp H-15 
5 fl Khi*ci. Zurn Futmular ir» Llgatii nrlumlrnrH /I3PV 

Hfi (1070), pp. MS-2S. 

4. Vid. J. 3 Milik >pud f Benoit el al. OikbuiHm in th* JiHfiriin flrwrt 
If. Ijn (inUtt dr iVfMF^fria'cil, Oxford l<K), p Ofi. Ii thHinili l« 
reiiri rite phorogurpti (Pi. XXV]|f) with certitude, but ihe foiliowing 
ceadiriR may be prerponed J TIT3 Db'® 4 ?'! (Dche QV®*? rsVtt ffl' mi 
HU. 

5 M b r Aisni-Oiroil, A5A£, (jirn 40 (Ht40), pp 4Mff , A 
I>uj.H>nf-SriTTi,mer, I’KQ |CM^l, pp MSH , S Sirdth, ihA , p *47 
P> A Liuponi Sommer, Kcvtie At i Hnimrr fry p#Ji^uFni l!MI 11(445). 
pp 1 ff.; t f id. ako Jean-1 loftiper, IhrCicnirnnM, p 44, Weipprtt, 
jtdom-, pp SFWil. 

7 B Maiiln (Marjf). The Eccaraiioiu cl 1 i ll Q*uMc Eu4«-firorl f 

1195Ik p 67 (Hub,). 

6. V Aharoni, llie l)i? of Hicraik Numeral* m Hebnr Oinra anil 
ihe Shekel Weixbts. &ASOH 1A4 (I9ftfir p 10 
9 Jean-Hoftber, fJwiumiutn. pp 5191 
]0 tl Mtjllei fitret Pid, U. p 55; Ell p W, Ho Wl \ 

13. I>rrinixer, /srniwrn, pp. 127, S4 3 
IS- Vht F.m NM III. erri 4ij| (HeM 
15. Vid £nr. teW. VI. rej* 161-165 (Hcb.). 
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In*u ription 17 


a rvy[ij ,.nm hm 

a ng( j.tmi hn 

.1 

annhK rrrpa h 

jirtit.nmajt 

,2 

-rrphs tnytffK ia 

smcrM « 


-i .jnv i own r 

i .mvfhwnn 

.4 

-l .nnnn tyti nhw 

vmrra fep nbw 

S 

-na nnw orsn 

da npiK.nnrr 

6 

Tiian 

atari 

,7 


nifinn 

-w am inj itnrth i*a uroru ini ttnmS*»JEa a 

, i — man ma ira / .»na st: jn e 

To Nabum, [and) now Oo to the hou» ol Eliashib son of 
E'thiyahy and takn from th@ra t (\at of|i oil and send fir) lo 
Z>ph quickly and wal it with your seal 

SiiVifi* 

On lha 24th of the month Nahum gave oil Into the hand ol 
the Kith — 9 

Line 1 Nahum Ibis is the only mil lion from Eliashih's 
archive m which the addressee is clearly not Eliashib 
ht nisei I It is obvious how this ostiicon got to the archive 
and win it was kepi Nahum was commanded to go to 
Eliashib in order to lake oil from him, and the letter 
served as an order slip 

The name Nahum, known from the Bible as the name 
of the prophet Nahum, and appearing in Neherniah 7:7. 
also appears on seals ' Possibly his name was also 
mentioned in Inscription Ifi (line I Ob and if our reading 
is correct, he was then also sent on a task, From the 
mr rat on under discussion, it is cleat that Nahum was not 
a resident of Arad, but his home town is not given. 

Line 2 ftfi'3 *3 — cf inpi nra n*3 i« a 1 ?*! "and when 
these went into Mu ah's house and fetched” (Judg 18:18). 
In the Bible there are parallels to this construct form 
with fhe ike directive only in the patriarchal stories (Gen 
2H 2 S3:17, 24; 4 4: F I 47:14; F.x 8:20). The ostracon 
under discussion proses that (his is not only an archaic 
or literarv form The simple imperative ‘*3 parallels the 
imperative “in” in lust options 3 and 4, and in 

Inscriptions 5 and 6 It means here 'go to”, since it is 
unlikely that rhe writer lived in Arad [Perhaps the 
addition of the ht directive on the adverbial accusalive 
serves to give this force to the verb. AFRj 

fOn the ot her hand, the A* in this construction may be 
understorxl differentIv If is possible to read 3B?b* atm. 
“his house, ini of) Eliashib." This cs a rare construction, 
the noun standing in apposition to the suffix However, it 


Prdimmjr* pubUcMtan. vtd, V Aharoai. (hr u« <4 Hwraiw 
Suimrrak m Hebrew f Jwraca and [ hr Ahrkrl Weigh!*. BASOK EK4 

pp 14” 16. ihr umc in Hebrew Sef/r .Vamost t97<\ 
pp 300-317. 


j — ->**■** 

'jy* J-* 
\-Y > %T* 




is the basic structure of the Gezer Tablet as noted many 
years ago bv Honeyman, JRAS, 1953, pp. 53—58. AtR] 

Lines 2-3 Eliashib snn of Eshiyahu — this is the only 
ostracon in which the patronymic of Eliashib is written; 
and this is no accident. The rule was that the addressee 
of the letter is named only by his personal name, 
whereas cither persons mentioned in the letter may he 
given their patronymic also, in order to avoid mistakes, 
as in Inscription 24 . z This is the only ostracon not 
addressed to Eliashib, the only one in which he is men¬ 
tioned m the third person. The full name of Eliashib son 
of Eshiyahu is also known from three seals found in one 
of the rooms of the wall in Stratum VII (fid. below, 
Inscriptions 105-107). 

The name Eshiyahu is not known from the Bible or 
from other inscriptions, however it appears at Arad in an 
additional ostracon from Stratum VIII (Inscription 51; 
vid. also In sen pi ion 85:2; 40:11). A diminutive of this 
name is known from an Aramaic inscription ('W, Eshi), 
and (j Kmc from the Samaria ostraca.' 1 The same 
Component apparently appears in the biblical name 
7F3W Eshbaal (1 Chr H:33; 9:39), which was usually 
i hangH to the pejorative Isb boxheth/' T his son of 
SauFs wav apparently also called W (I Sam H;49) f 
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which is thought to be a distortion of she name imt® 1 *' 
(Josisih) vrmt (Eshiyahu)* The name ?Vtr - itpV* ap 
pears often in the Bible, and is known as the name of 
one of the branches of the Lcvitci. 7 Abbreviations of this 
name arc hitT 1 and 'ST. Thus we have voc alized I he name 


Eshiyahu according to (he biblical pointing of the name 
Eshbaal. 

Another possibility was suggested bv Prof Albright, 
nainelv to take the name Eshivahu as an abbreviation for 
Josiah (1TTW9, following the example "trrsy _ irria/ 
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Albright propoart rbai f.hathtb vm of Fshtyahu was one 
j'rf (be vmi tA the King Jonah and that this southern 
f ornmandrt w4» th#- ‘ituthrt (A jehntafcirn and Zedekiah. 
AUtl die owl#- ol ihr young Inng jirhoia* hm who reigned 
.ijjjMnmly -n ihai rime Av wc thdll mt brlow, Arad was 
that time fhr main fortress in the south, and in thr 
Hiidr rhrr r irr Mnn (bat kings wini Mrrr given 
ronmj ifid over Fhr fortress Mtirs of Judah it t -hr ] 12^ 
However I he idrrmft# alion of Fhr name* is noi certain, 
,irof ts not sufhr lent proof for such a proposition 

I jor-n f i oaffi nnp*?i lhr verond word as K-Ir»-|y legible, 
,oid mi th# preliminary | mi hi u anon i m-,kI ^rntc parallel 
Jog (hr word mao iri In* option* V f>. And 9, arid fhr 
worrf rrna III line b of dm in* riptiori, 1 ' However, fhr 
FMir^ of fhr Fwo IdiriN (if ifuit and mrm better. a* 
i rnoiiir has suggested lft Jo any ta *e. there i* no 
ddfrtrm e mi meaning between du Two readings f Oil 
onr vessel (nr&et) of oil nd linn riptinn 12 

f ine '» n^tPi fhr wriiei inn (hr simple imperative 
here and in thr next line fonm) 

Afrei ihr word vml", rheie inn tamed, and afterwards 
irrrtuiiiN *d 1 wn Luted letteT# In the preliminary puhfkii 
lion, I mmpletefl ilie* word (me). hut this word is too 
sIioi f h is also ddhr oir Op assume dial ihr od was meant 
fop flu wr iN i thin n semis rhar ,i plaa e name is needed 
I he only plan* name in (he list of Negeb cities whose 
morn (III Hebrew) comprises only iwo Inters as /iph 
(frpsfi I "i 24), and the remains ion Id well fir the letters 
Oivm and f*r I he mmr northern /iph, in the mountain 
irgirm (fosli 15 55), is found on the nival seats of Judah 

.tally wrdtieii *TT, bur sometimes in plriie writing ,is 

Tt 11 The name of the southern Ziph was perhaps 
preserver! at r/ /eifeh, southwest of M.irnpsis (Qur 
mill),** In this area, east of Beer Ycroharu. two forties 
u% lirotn the hiarliir Period were discovered 1 , 1 ' a bout 30 
km distant from Atari (one day's march) Even if rhis 
idrritdn ation is doubtful, it may stilf be assumed lhai the 
oil was meant for one of the fortresses of the Negeb. 

Ihr formula nW is often found m rhe Bible 

(* K Urn 32 Mt, J kgs I A; Ml; 2 Kgs 2:0: Jet Iff 12; 2 Chi 
2 7, I I; fli 3) '« 

hTVIB cf 2 Sam 17 15: Ik 21 etc The order to act 
quickly, without delay, is also given in Inscription 2:6, 
and f/ Inscription 12 3 

[ rues fr-7 Nahum was ordered to send the oil Sealed 
with his seal, thus Nahum, too, was a government official 
who had a seal for sealing offk ad dispatches 
■fhl se»( in a sealed container was also mentioned in 
Inscription 4, and apparently m Iris* nprions 7, 10. and 
J3 from thr* we learn that od was sent in a narrow- 
mouthed vessel, whose mouth could lie easily stopped 
with a hit of i fay on which a seal was impressed 

His tfrtvrv 

A comment on the fact and date of cfeltvery was written 
on the other odr of the oslracora ( Jearh this was written 
in Arad, thus furnishing us with proof that (he store 
houses of Arad kept a sen he for recording deliveries. 


The senpf itself is m a handwriting different from thm 
of (he obverse The addition » written in a different 
direrncjfi altogether, in contrast to the usual practise of 
turning the sherd one complete turn in order jq 
continue a letter on the reverse (Inscriptions 3. Jg t ari(i 
24) There are dots separating the words, as there are ^ 
the body of the letter There is also a striking difference 
in the forms of the letters of the alphabet oo each 
iuid. table, p 134), 

Line H. On the 24th of the month — the firsi sign is th± 
hieratw numeral 20,'* Similar dates appear also in 
Inscriptions 7, 8. 9. and 32. and see the instruction 
"‘write the name of the day" in Inscription J;4 In most 
cases, only the day of (he month is written, and not the 
month itself; the only exception is Inscription 7, A 
[Hissiblr explanation is that inventory was taken once a 
month, ancf cid. above Inscription 7. re 

Line* H-b An a matter of fact, what is recorded is not 
that (he oil was delivered to Nahum, as the letter 
required, hut (hat the oil was given to the Kitti, Since the 
record wav written at Arad, and the sealed oil was meant 
for delivery to another place, it was clearly given to the 
Kirn in order to bring it to it* destination. Ir follows that 
Nahum himself did not come to Arad, hut sent a 
mes&engei an hiv stead, a Kiiri who was under his 
command. Thus it appear* (hat Nahum wa$ the coni’ 
marider of a corps of Kim mercenaries, perhaps evert 
commander of one of the Negeb fortresses where troops 
of Kittiyim were stationed. 17 


I friiHiffri. /vruiww, pp. F24f; M<*van. L'epigrufa pp, 7Jf. ; 

4vigad, UJ I* ft985), pp. 23QI.; Ent. bibi. V, coJ, AOCMHII (Hefe ). 

’ H^Mwrvrr vidL Irwt ,priori Iti, where, in addition to rhe son* of 
Ce abahu, *zaryahii, and Nahum ace named wtihoul past mil ymic; 
and fnirriponn 3, where Karianyahu is jYientiored. 

3 F M. Cnw IK4 (I9&&K p. K. 

1 Dsringer. Isfruimt, pp. 421, 

5 b,bi. L col. 749-750 (Heh.). 

6 B (Matar), Ytdisi 13 ft 947), p t It (HehJ; R. arid P. 

kahtr. Heto&ka.’ 1 Stuttgart J049. p, 4E7; |. A, 

degti Studt {MtnUili 40 (i960}, pp, Jt^fF 

7 £«■ m m cd mwi (Heh.;,. And ruri F. M. Crtte, Cam*** 
With and Hrtreii npv„ Camhrirfge, Mans*., {P73, p. 64. 

» l ief. ANMT, SuppL, p 569; V Ahanoni, Eretx.dir<Mi H ( 1967), p. 

Iri2, fovnnte 15 fheh.), ’ r 

9, BAS<)R ]g4 (1066). p. J4 
10. Lfmaire, Oftracn, p. SJtJ. 

I(. F 1 Wdtcn, ih, KSmgS'Skmptl, Wiesbaden 19ft tc. pp, B/*r- 

Shrba, I, P 76 

12 Y Aharoni, IEJ J7 ff967). p 7. 

13, Op. ait, 

J4 Contravy to l^maire s opinion (Chtuva, pp. 930#.). there is also no 
need to place an aleph before rfie lamed, as he idgeesU 
1,5. tl Mofkr, Hun Pal fll. p 60, No. 624. 

16 l^maire |{M p. 336, Hi, p 179) pointed out the same 
.dmmPMrame prorecture ,n Mari and Lgant, Wdl : M. Birol, 7ffi« 
drimtnu^o/i/j dr fo i*ffc 5 da palais, Arrhnns rejoUs fa Mori H Pans 
pp. 2111-295; t H V « rollmud. U palais ™ddV*mtl, 
Pam (m?] t p Dfi. No 16.596; p, 125, No, 17JR6, 
r f J '' J< thffv ulr \*> .it t epi I^emaire's suggeuioo (Oitrac*, pp. 33.11., Fff. 

P t .■ h ihaj Nahum kliaihib s deputy, Sinir hr was iniirocted 
tn come to the ho*iv of Efiashib, it follows thar Nahum did nm li« 
a; Arad. 
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Inscription 18’ 

bn 

-Wl ,ittr 

bn 

irn-rn^V in 
(?) in 1 ? 
-t^i (?) i»n mn 

-y ^IFK 13 

fliftpl o 'm — uTA 

mm n»a 

.zvn Krr 


rin in* bm a 

mn.a tt V**? bn „s 
wna^jn .+ 

»0^, a-, | 

iVi b' arsji o 
y.-H£FK.A3 .7 

.mm.ma .9 

’lln ntt iat:i 
3tP\HPl .ip 


To my lord Eii&shib. May the Lord youi welfare, and 

now Give to Shemaryahu a lethech (?), and to the Keroai 
give a homer (7), and as to the matter which you com¬ 
manded me — it is well: he is in the house of God. 




-w - ~\ 




-4 **^-* 


j "'•V 

* 

A‘\ h: 


' ' 

> v 

4 » * ’ 


i j . A 


rfi 5 ' 

i. > v 


the letter to his imperial atfu ri I has (he 11.11111 at the 
writei wav known N> I h.ivbih; passibU lav rivmic was 
given hx the tnevseugei who delivrred th* letter If was 
the same m lh<’ Lachish fetiein, iheir. too, a Mibordinate 
sem letters to this cnnim,Hiding offrcei .iod the name ol 
the sender is given in onh one ol (he Irriei* (Nix 3) 1 


I In* letter was sent by one of Fliashib’s inferiors, as < ,m 
lie seen from the form of rhe opening formula. I hr 
■name of the sender ivas not written; from the con ten is of 
1 he Inter, it seems that 1 he- sender was on a mission for 
flushih, apparently in Jemsalem, frewn where he sem 

* Preliminary publkatum V. Aharoni, Hebrew Otcraca tuun Tel 
Acad. f£J 16 11966), pp 5-7; ih« same in Hebrew in VmUnM 39 
11966), pp. st^sa. 


Line I To inv lord F.Uashih this is simihit m the 
opening formula of some td the Lai hisli letieiv (No 2, 

4>* 

l ines 2 3 May the Lord seek youi welfare this is an 
ancient formula known already from the <'auiuanke 
jx-nod' Is should he noted that it is a di fir lent opening 
Imm lhai used in the Lai lush letteis I ..k king additional 
examples, we can only ask whether the choi« r of formula 











w>t* .h r irjrnMl 411*1 depcnrirri on thr [avtc of (hi* writer, 
01 whrihrr ffifferrnl formula* wcr<* timed in different 
ad rntniil r alive hr tint hr*, mich .11 military ad m in lit ra I ion 
m l-uhi*h and prrhap* nvil atlmmisFration at Arad. 

I .jnr •! in r i direct irnfwrarivc. at m Inscriptions 3 and 
I At ftr*t glance, it i* surprising (hat a subordinate 
should givr order* r«> Eliathih, however ir i* possible ir> 
Irani from dm ttmirihmg of the arrangements f*>r 
issuing iiiftplte* Person* sent on state mission*, here 
apparently to |einjSalem, are provided with a teller in 
whuh are detaderl the provision* wltifh they should 
receive on the way (a< Arad), 1 hi* Intel as a sort of 
re«piistri<Hi-voucher whiih is a mailer not pertinent to the 
rank of dir writer in trlalion in the rank of dir recipient 
eMiashih) On the other hand, it is t lr?ir that the writer 
of die Intel is pan of the govern menial administration; 
and as EJiashib's subordinate, he alone has the authority 
to handle the**' requisitions. [ The use of ihe imperative 
in one *u[irrior m rank should noi be surprising. Impel 
auvr* air addressed to (iod in the Psalms (AFR).] 
Some)ime* the wtiier* lake advantage of the opportu¬ 
nity and add oihrr things to die feller. If the writer 
tanked higher that) Eliashtb. he would add instructions 
and orders, if hr were of lower rank, such as in this use, 
be would add informal ion and a repori on hi* actions 
and nil dir tasks assigned Eo him 

Shrmatvahu (Shemeriah) — several people of this 
uainr are known from the Bible, from the time of David 
up to the nine of E/ra, 4 and the name appears in the 
Samana ostraca written i't&pA 

Line 5. — what Shemarvahn was supposed to 

re* me at \rad was written onh as a sign whose meaning 
is nmerram Albright compared it to the hieratic sign for 
the area measure (1/2 aroma), and assumed [hat 
Shrm.tivahi! was supposed to receive a piece of land 
outside of the fortress, perhaps in order to hiiikl a house 
arid garden.® Thu is a far-fetched proposal; it is more 
likely that here again fhe subject of the letter is the 
stipplv of provisions (food), as in the other oitraca This 
sign also appear* in four other ostraca (Nos. 3J, 33, 42, 
and 84; vuL (he table of signs, p. 138), which further 
strengthen* our supposition Especially import am is its 
ippearante five tone* in Inscription 31. which is a list of 
grain (arm) Thus it seems that here too a certain amount 
of wheat t* meant Comparing the signs of the different 
mfraca. one can propose that this is the sign for rhe 
Inhech, which is half a homer (ti<£ Inscription 31:2). 
Fhe sign appearing m line 6 here is apparently the sign 
for the homer (cor), and cf Inscription 1:7. Thu* we 
may assume char Shemanahu received half a homer, 
that is, five ephahi This is quite an amount of wheat (or 
flour), and rn comparing this amount with Inscriptions 1 
and 2, it tan he deduced rhaf about 225 loaves of bread 
wrre made from t( (see below p, 145). Thus it sereins that 
these provision* were not meant for Sbemaryahu alone, 
but for other people, too, who were with him One may 
assume that he was rhe head of a troop, sent writ) his 
forces to one of the fortresses in the Negeb, 

fhe Kerost — a member of fhe Keros family, known 


from the Bible (Ezra 2:44; Neh 7:47). This is the 
mention of one of the names of families of Nethinini in 
the First Temple Period, which strengthens the tradj[j 0ri 
in 1 Chronicles 9:1-2 regarding their ancient origins. 7 

I he gentilic form ’onpn. and the fact of his being on a 
mission ai Arad support the hypothesis that at the [irne 
of the monarchy* the Nethinim were no longer Temple 
slaves of inferior degree, but held a position as profes¬ 
sionals connected with religious functions.* 

Line 6. —■ this sign is. identical to that which appear* 

in Inscription 1:7 as a unit of flour, which we interpreted 
as the homer measure," This his the appearance of the 
previous sign in the list of grain, Thus it would appear 
that (he Kcross received one homer of wheat or flour, in 
contrast to the half-homer that Shemaryahu received. 
This is a large amount (that was enough for baking 450 
loaves of bread, itid. above. Inscription 1:7), So it seem* 
that the Keiosi was not alone, but appeared as the 
representative of a larger unit of men. Since he is 
mentioned by family name alone,, connected to his 
family's role in the ritual, we may assume (hat this was a 
group of Nethinim sent to lire area for some cubic 
purpose Unfortunately, there are no further details; 
however, from the continuation of the letter and from 
the mention of "(he house of ihe Lord" in line 9, it 
appears that Eliashib's command was connected in some 
wav widi ihe Temple. T his may be linked to the fact lhat 
the "house of the Lord" at Arad existed up to Stratum 
VII. and was destroyed (malic during rhe reign of 
fosiab, about a generation before this letter was written. 10 
Even though the sanctuaiy at Arad was no longer 
rebuilt, some of the priestly administrative duties were 
still performed, no doubt, as before, such as the 
collection of tithes. Probably during the [tine of Jehoi- 
akim and Zedekiab there was a partial relapse from the 
great reform of centering the cult in Jerusalem (“And he 
did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord" — 2 Kgs 
23:37; 24:19; 2 Chr 30:5,12), T he dispatch of a group of 
men under the Kerosi perhaps can be undeistood as a 
renewal of certain ritual practises outside of Jerusalem, 
but there is no further proof of this. 

Lines 6-10. I he reading of the eight words is uncertain; 
however, the relationship of the words and their mean¬ 
ing can be interpreted in various ways. In the prelimi¬ 
nary publication, J wrote as follows: 11 

“The meaning is: *As to the matter which I have 
commanded — it is well’ — that is, the thing is done, all 
is well, He (the man commanded) sits (in peace) in the 
house of Hod.' For rhe expression F'3 3 tsn* instead of dot 
P'DD cf Jet 36:22; vid. N'nm 21:1 in contrast to Num 
33:40. 

"A second possibility, Jets likely, j* to combine ihe 
wend £rip to the words following n, and to interpret thus: 
A* to rhe marter which I have commanded — it will 
restore the peace of the House of the laird' (or cite 

o'?? means an altar for peace offerings "O'obaO* Pethapi 
f lushib t ofTtmanded hi* rriesnengei to request help for 
(he rebuilding of rhe sanctuary at Arad and received? 
promise fhat indeed it would lie restored? Bur rim i* 
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difficult interpretation. Especially working against n is 
[he exaggerated space between n^r and mm n*3 at the 
beginning of the next line," 

Since then, several scholars have discussed this section, 
Freedman, Ot?en, and Lemaire accept my interpretation 
basical!v* but suggest the verb S^f/ 5 “paid” instead of (he 
noun "peace”, and Freedman compares it to the verse 
rut “So he finished ihe house" (I Kgs 9:25)/’ lr 
to tne that this proposal does not solve the 
linguistic problem, but exacerbates it. The verb chip is a 
Transitive verb, and as such what would have been 
needed is — T3Ttn “rhe thing has been finished", in 
contrast, the noun BVttP is common and is usually 
followed by the preposition “to" f?). It is irue that usualh 
peace is to iomernr, and not to sometfttfig, however 1 see 
no difficulty in interpreting it as an abbreviation. From 
the continuation, we know that a person is meant (“he 
sits in the bouse of the Lord"), Thus ihe following 
interpretation seems likely: 07) Si^p — wii iwx idiV. 
tliasltib's instructions concerned a certain person, It 
M-ems that this person was in danger, thus the writer of 
[he letter announces that he is well and is in the 
sanctuary, H 

Several other interpretations have been suggested for 
rhe word triv. Levine tended to translate it as “an altar 
for peace-offerings*' — tritt. 15 He read in 4 lie hiph'il 
as=D'tP n| {cf. 2 Kgs 3:4; 17:3), He referred the reader to 
biblical verses dealing with “returning” an offering to 
God, such as i 1 ? 3't2?j Ejphji na “What shall be the 
guilt-offering which we shall return to Him?" (1 Sam 
6:4), or ovun bnn tra 1 ? rx oxi ... mra idfk nx i'ien' 

. .. .ti'? DtSnnn DtTen “And he shall make restitution for 
his guilt in full... but if the man have no kinsman to 
whom restitution may he made for the guilt, the 
restitution for the guilE which is made shall be the 
Lord’s” (Num 5:7-8). He Translated the passage in the 
ostracon: "Hr will remit the Uelem-offering of the Temple 
of Yabweh.” This interpretation puses several difficulties, 
Only restitution of guilt-offerings appears in the Bible, 
whereas peace-offerings are “raised" (hbffTi) (2 Sam 6:17 
etc.). It seems that this is not by chance, but that ihe 
instruction "to return, to restore" is connected to the 
special task of the guilt -offering, 16 Two verbs in the 
hiph il appear in Inscription 24; in both cases, [hev are 
written in plene writing, with yod (rgiri .DTT'pD^). Since 
rhe letters are con temporary, we would expect that in 
this ostracon, ton. the hiph’il form would be written with 
vod (D'ttr) In addition, we have already mentioned the 
large space left between the words D 1 'tf and mrr fra, 
which militates against reading these three words in the 
construct form. 

Albright suggested taking rhe word as ihe personal 
name Shallum, and reading the verb in rhe future as 
□FfH.' n>3 ___ D ^_ Linguisiicalfy^ ihis is perfectly 

possible, though why he should prefer the future tense is 
i" 11 Icar — c| i-or Y?i5?T in 1 ?!? '-v ”D a'bpt'i^D sir nrD'iK3i 
Hut Mcphiboiheth was dwelling in Jerusalem; for he 
did t oiiTinuully eat at the kings table" (2 Sain Vh13). 

Howevrr, ibis nansl.nion also pnes difficulties, iiside 
hcim the aforementioned space between the words. If 
mud Sballum begins a new matter, it should be 


preceded h* a ti*dir (a*Wl), as is usual i*l these cwtraca and 
in che Bible — such as in ihe verse quoted in the above 
paragraph And what of the three words preceding B s tP 
Albright read* n5*tbi, assuming that ibr samtuaiv of 
Arad was meant, and thus he connects rhe three word* 
to the previous sentence, translating: “ and to the 
sanctuary (give) whai ihou did*i ircommetsd to me. As 
for Shaltum. he shall si.o at t he temple of Yah web J his 
interpretation is diffu silt to accept, i* the Hoh of 

Holies of ihr Temple, 11 * and there is no evidence that tin* 
word can be used lo mean the whole temple, in the w av 
the ba'pi can. As noi<-fl in the prehmmarv publications/® 
the temple of Arad was deft roved befoie Siratum VI. 
and no longer existed at the time when these osiiaia 
were written. Even if we were unsure of this fait by 
virtue of our analvsis of the excavations, it w f ould be 
difficult to believe lhat after Josiah’s reform a temple 
could have existed at Arad. At any rate, the verb rT11 
cannot be translated "recommend". It ck-arly means 
“order, comma nd ”,** 1 Eliashib’s subordinate refers to 
specific inst rue lions given him, and be has no need to 
write to his master that he will give ro the temple of 
Arad what FJiashib has commanded him 
Thus it seems impossible to accept the foregoing 
proposals. As such, I maintain my former position, with 
a small correction, and read: “And a* to the matter 
which you have commanded me — it is well; he sits in 
the house of (he Lord," 

[Subsequently, B. Levine, Shanatom 3 < 1978), 289, has. 
withdrawn his proposal disc ussed above He i ties 2 King* 
4:23 as an example of (he word idl&m in (he meaning, 
“it’s all right," “its OK.“ This i* basic alh AharoniT 
understanding of the passage and make* perfect sense 
AFR] 

It appears t hat the instructions of Eiiashib concerned a 
man whose life was in danger V The writer writes that all 
is well and he is alive in the Temple. The two matters 
ate connected — the man had found a sanctuary in the 
Temple. 

Fhe role of the Temple as a saneiuarv is hinted at in 
various passages (1 Kgs 1:50-51; 2:28, Neh 6:10; and 
especially ] Marc. 10:43). These verses speak of the 
Temple at Jerusalem, hut it appears that other temples 
also served as sanctuaries, such as the altar at Ramah (t 
Sam 10:181 and the temple aE Beet-Sheba (l Kgs 19:3). 
li Is true that not only the Temple at Jerusalem was 
c alled the “House of Yah web", but also other Yahwislic 
temples, such as the one at Shiloh (I Sam 1:7) 
apparently the temple at Shechem (josh 24:26) and also 
the temple II Arad. However, .1 ihould be I rmeniherrd 
(h.ii ihrse leitc« are from ihe end of ihe First Temple 
Period, and [here is no reason to believe lhai ihere were 
other V ah wish, temples in existence ai ih.,l „me, as,de 
from the Temple ai Jerusalem There is no doubi ihai 
ihe House of \ ,ihweh“ sfis. usseti is none oiher than ihe 
(■triple ii Jerusalem, and that Eliashib s subordinate was 
sen. .here bv h,s master. It should he noied .ha. .his is 
Ihe nisi epigraphk reference to ihe Temple 

t LacAwA L pp +5|| HI, pp. 552 
* Lflcku* t, pp 5M„ 1011 .; Hl k pp 552. 554 
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% W 4 Afenfhi. BASOK m (I9M|. p 17 « ¥nun*Mr«*l BASOK 
u* (iw 2 ). |i 2 v c> n rf nrt /orv «6 (W»i. pp \w . a f 

Rjiftrv. IrAummu IS (1975). pp 34=15 |H(b) Anri tnA If 
Cauilri, Forffiulet de prilnew en hehrru antienr. Coenptn-rendu* 
du f.l US 7 9 M 

I Ini iht Hub IV. y 474 
5 IXrtnjfft, JwfiJciAfti. p Vi 

n 5umrtml b| H (*«nf|nkr and t• Hmghrt imst ANFt Auppf. P 
'ifi'i note l*» I'in iHe himllt Mj(n, utd MuFln Ffvr /*«! II, p 61. 
Nn <W7 

7 B 4 IrMiw. Nmrt iiti * HA<W (Himtom, frum Aud, Iff 1*1 
(IfMl, pfi "nMf 

ft B A Iwof. riw Nriloim, jBL 82 pp. ®f>7--31 IS. "member* 

fd a t nliN jgimkl" 

II In ilw pTfliinma^ pihkiikm, I r npd this. «»|phi out at a “b" (/£/ 

Hi | P#eV|. p 5, Vsr/krri 4(1 [ 1 1 M’vfii|. p !Wi jHrli |). but n now mthii h> 
mr ih*f I miMiwi ,i tiruitlRe for » tine ronlfliuiny (he nMupj* edge 
n! I hr hoi i ci mi jt| bur .mil ilirtr it iiliuHjf only it verln jl end e 

htmionltl hnr li>fnaur t Aig|nlHin (OKm«. p 322) iihai this sign 
It wir-iun j| in I hr mur mi ihr pievadti* lime i* una* rrptalde. 

jn I nr rhr htm«> t»l rhe (rmple nf Arad. ait plan, end ii* foment*, 
ind i hr prftimnat> reviewi V Aliifuni, YrAiot SS (3964), pp 
167-1711 |Heb |; lt» I *umnt* 93 (1967b pp 4114? (Hrfu, 
t m fr fiifwibrj of \ rrkmtmgicai rjtraialwM II, p (76 flirh j; FV bthi 
VI. t nl 37n totii (Hrb >-. y Ahcroni, Arekttitfj 17 (1964), p. 53; 
If/ 17 | I'm;.!, pp Z47-249; Anti 24 {1969), pp 2* 40. ArtStcinfj 
rind i Xd /rilnmmi ‘•(inhr' (rsl fl Wininn Ihniruil, Oxford 1967, 
PP Vrt 107: thvnt and Orrtdml. rrl II A Hnffnrt (ACMT 3£}» 
NnAurhri. 1973 pp IH 

H If/ Ifi 1196*«i. p Ii, IWitH JO |IB66|, p 47 (Hrb I. 

9? 11 N Fired man. Ihr Onhdof) 1 of ihr Arad Owrara, iFJ 19 


(IW9). p 56. » Otte». /Wajput rtdufci/i 33 (1970), p. 5 

lenuirr. fblrata, pp 33?3f 

3 3 Op. ol Hr rtmiideri (hr posiibiliiy of reading: “The House ^ 
YahwcH h a* beer. compleied 1 ': hut rejects ihis reading from 
hmiiTH j| fiwtiiWaimni Hrt hislorktil coniidrnilicins do not seem 
, 0 mr to br of Cfinietpenre. bul (bis reading is itnpCMfek berauv 
it twiuld leave the bsi iw HH artrifi — and they maLt 

no sensr alone. 

|4 An initnKiivr rKajiiijile r»l the abbreviated form rjf spe« h .tppeari 
m Iftxrripikm 24:1(4. Cf also in ihr Rihie: "And .is touching 
mairrr whkh I and thou have spoken of ^FR 13TT, 1 Sa,,, 

^0:2S> and “For there is pcatr m ihcr and no hurt” 1 (fin 
931, itod. vmr Jl). 

15. B A la-vine. Notes on a Hrb.r* Ostrfcvm from Arad, IEj iy 
{1969). I>p. 49f And 1rid a similar Suggestion of V, Fritz, 7 ,ur 
Erfvihrtuog des Irmpeh in rinan Ostrakon von Arad, WO 7 
(1973), pp. 137-MB. 

It> Vuf Jut. Dk flth V, p, 15?. 

9 7 A NET Stippl . p 569. 

IK Vid. line V. col. 323 (Heh.b A, Busin,. EVr TempH iwm. 

/munlrnt I. I^den 1970, p. SOI. and ihr footnotes there. 

19. Vid above, notr K>. 

20. Kitrhirr Batimgartnrf, Ij*w:iin, p 797. 

21. It is diifFn uli to arrepi ihr suggestion of Irmairc (Ouowa, pp. 
32,5f.> ihai ihr miut disnumed was one of rhe LrvirrS (Kohantm?) 
brought by Jonah eo JrruSitlcm in order Hi rai “unleavrord bread 
among their brrthtrn" (Z Krs 23:9). According to rhts proposal, 
ihrrc «s no relation br tween Eliashib's instruction! and ihr 
information j^ivru ahoul (he man sirring in ihr housr of iahwrh. 
Tins {Otracon was writtm more than trn years after Jtiiiah's flraih, 
and thus tan have no relation W his reform. 


Inscription 19 


]hts mscripn^n, written in ink on ihe side of »t whotr 
i( jh tW , was found in the same room where Liiashibs 
^rtiiive discovered. Sf was a large puhos with a 
ipadtv of 140 liters, and of ihree additional 

thoi were found near it. The inscription con sms of 
rhree letters * * f 

Hie wript is clumsy, and most of ihc lines of the lelters 
unconnected. This can be explained bv ihe fai l that 
ihe Setters were written on a large vessel which could not 
he laid flat in order to write normally. The reading of 
ihe first two letters — yod and nun — is certain. The lines 
of [he rtt™ are not connected properly, and ihe last line 
s i an t£ in the wrong direction, to the lefr. Thus, another 
reading should be considered- yod, nun, and some sign — 
that is, some measure of w ine (T” -1’) However, this 
reading seems unlikely. In contrast to the Samaria 
ostraca, on which the word for wine was written without 
ihe second yod, ai Arad [he word was always wniten with 
hvo vodj; and this inscription is from the lime of the 
thashib letters. Furthermore, the last sign is no9 similar 
to any known numeral. It would thus seem that this is a 
whose lines are not properly con net led because of 
(he unusual direction of the writing 

Sarfatii and Elizur Suggested that D3” could be the 
name of a measure of volume, basing their suggestion on 
.i preliminary reading of this word on an oAlracon from 
Mesad Hashuvyahu. 1 However, Sarfalti himself notes (hat 
in that ostraeon one should read tra\ and we know of no 
measure by that name It seems to me that this is more 
likely a place name. There is a plate near Hebron hy the 
name of dir (Janum) or n % F fjanim) 2 (Josh 15:53), 
Possibly this place was meant, ot possibly there was 
another place by that name in the Negeb, whose name 
has not been preserved in the sources.' 

Since only the name ai* was written on the pithos, we 
have no further information, Perhaps a type of wine 
whkh came from the area of □i N vas meant, as Avigad 
has suggested in other cases/ 1 Or perhaps the place name 
pointed to ihe origin or the destination of the product 
iwine?) stored in the jar at Arad It should be noted chal 
pithoi of a similar type were found in one of the 
gate-rooms of Beer-Sheba, one of which bore a royal seat 
impression, s and in the fortress discovered by Z, Meshel 
at Kuntillel L Ajrud on ihe road to Eilat, 6 



J G- H Sarfatii. me 34 {1970), p 154 (HA.), 

2 l td Knt Into. Ill, 705 (Heb.) 

3. From Jrahua 3 5 and frtMTi Shisliak's list, ihne arr sever*! *er(lf- 
mnti in rhr Ncgeh whose name* are tim*l*r to ihoae known 
elsewhere. nj< h as /.iph. Artier. Ksdfih, Hajnr. Baalnch. Adtiraim, 
AW, anrt Hedi Anacb. 

‘1 N. Avigad, Two Hebrew 1 nstn[akina on Wine-Jars. IF/ ?? (1972l. 
PP 1-9 

5. Beer-SWAv I, pp. 7fif. 

6 IttHbHhrt Arkhiotiriwoi 40 (197D. p 40 (Heb 1: f- Me*het, KudtiUrl 
'Ajpud, Fxptdtfim 20 (197*). pp 50^54; i4rm and 4" Vterrrs. Thr 
Name of Ctld m ihr Whldernes* of Zm, B-4 39 (197ri), pp ft-10 
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Io*cri prion 2ft’ 

, h „ „ wr.ii™ in M«k ink ™ '>•* « rfr » 

!L,lr (hr |... wh« « h'* h •"‘ ,l 

* ,«„* I.('mmi. »!■•"* «<"» f -' h '- r r*** 1 *- 

,h, it,,., .,1 „nr „l the room* •.« 'hr v.,.ihero wall. 

wro ,.l I he *,.».«• nf Eltwhih t here Hi e TennHini "« 

wluir .1.,. (he ptihio. iiiihhed out where ,he m*np- 

„„„ J w,i,,en I, rule, i.enlh rhe v r,,n .here .re 
rriTiHinr nr, eurlie. inw option, nnd it Ktm. 'h* 
I iriw nnrioiir were written and erased, one onI top 

„f i lie .. on the same |*«e. .tpjMrenrlv date* Above 

.hr sin miller „l .hr jug. lieni die handle, rhere i* the 

„ K „ „l .* {ancient ttlicl. a1«> wi ll ten in Mack ink. 

I hr inn li|rtmn etMiMin* iwn line* til v ript 

t-al .whwn htAiua .1 


In th© third yfiflr (In Ihe) month of Sah 


I fih* I npVtfa — (hr reeling nf ihv five l-ettcts is certain. 
Kided rem.nns nf earlier wrumg, especially under (be 
wciinri iAiw wind tn the left of the lain, belong apparently 
[n, m ejrlirr inviiptiom Douhtlgss “the third year was 
meani. similar In m?o?r-n nets “in (hr ninth year" etc. of 
ihc Satin,nut nsn.n.i.' or flW.na in oslraccm No. 20 front 
I arhish, niter pm cd by all as n-TOri|n nsiffjl “in the ninth 
| year JV 


l ine 2 Ihe list two letters are c lear, arid before them is 
the word divider I hus I be word ns "Sah" is certain. 1 

I hr f?is! word is quite faded Ehe first lei ter can he 
pmft ns rod In die second letter the lines are not 
mnnetied (rid. this phenomenon in (he previous inscrip- 
liont. and if we move the Icll line a little to the right, we 
get a rf*A lit dalei In the last letter, enough lines have 
been preserved to make ihe reading of the het certain, 
f inis n appears rh.ir (he missing word is ni*, since no 
niiher possible com hi nation gives a meaningful word. 

therefore, it seems (hai on this jar only a date was 
written the sear in the hrsi line, and the month in the 
second, ihc month Sjh At the end of the first line, after 
the word divider, there is room for completing 3 (bet). 

It would appear that in this inscription the name of 
one of i he hern of ore unknown ancient Hebrew months 
has Keen preserver! Ebe onh ancient month names 
appearing in the Bible are in Ziv. Tra But, Qllivi Eiianim, 
and perhaps Vbib Bui and hmanim arc known also 
from Canaanitr mscnpiions. but Zb and Abib are so far 
known only from the Bihtr Even if we add up all the 
known mnniht from Canaan ite sources ai well as the 
Bibfe wr onb have the names of 11 months ' and it » 
nfJf as atl ■ Ir-ar whether all ihe Canaanile names wrir in 
use in Israel espectally those connected wnh Canaanile 
religious ritual 

Ihe word ni appears in the Bible several times 


Ftokimruirr paMtr^Mrin out V Aharoni 

tiririvKHH * M Arad p fr | irmrKtrv g ff 
Iff 14 (19641 pp H?f 


jpcI Ruilr Acmran, 
*** "br frc« Vasrm, 


meaning “brighi. dear" U» Canl 5:101,’an4 rt* 

ylso nni (“be pure, clear”) and rm* ( parched, dry, 
and”! However, in two verses it is possible that the name 
of the month is meant: Tip ^ 33fJ '*™* *** 111 

(according to the Septuagim, instead of Dina) 

e |ear heat for should it he translated: “Like the heat of 
(he month Sah.") in sunshine, lake a cloud of dew in the 
heat of the harvest" (Isa 18:4); and in mQ3 0'9» nt mn 
n3TT ^ »dv na "A hot wind (“The wind of the 

month Sah"?) of the high hills h the wilderness, Toward 
rhe daughter of my people. Not to fan, not to cleanse” 
tier 4:11).* Thus the month of Sah is one of the hoi 
summer months, probably the beginning of the summer 
]lt which the hot desert winds blow, when grain was 
winnowed after the harvest The most appropriate 
month is the third month, today known as Si van. It may 
be that the firsi three months had Hebrew names taken 
from nature: Ahih named for the still-green ears of 
grain; Ziv, "brightness, shining" in later sources f and the 
month Sah, with similar meanings. 

Ginsberg has already pointed out that up to the end of 
the First Temple Period, the months were called C’nT 
"moons". E’Hft meant mainly the first of the month, 
although in time it was used to designate the months 
along with numerical adjectives (“the first month etc.} 
nnd wilh the later Babylonian namtt- w In the ostraea of 
Arad, the word mn appears with the number of the 
day, such as ttnnh 24 M i “on the 24th of the month” ("of 
the beginning of the month'?; Inscription 17:8 and also 
md, inscriptions 7. 8. 9, and 42). However in connection 
with the names of the months, the word nm was used. 11 

The date "the (bird year" written on the jar is an 
important factor in a discussion of the dale of the 
destruction of Arad VI. The dates appearing on ostraea, 
and especially on whole vessels, from this excavation 
probably belong to the latter period of the city’s 
existence. Similarly, at is usually inferred that the inscrip¬ 
tion n’r'TPTis “in the ninth year" from Lachish refers to 
ihe ninth year of Zedekiah, in whic h he rebelled against 
Babylon, and in which Lachish was destroyed. 12 

Among the Iasi kings of Judah, only the regnal yean 
of Jehoiakim and Zedekiah can he considered, since the 
third year of fori ah's reign is too early by any ac¬ 
counting, 

from rhe little known about the reign of Jehoiakim, it 
is clear lhar in his fourth year there were great wars and 
important changes in the area. Thai was the year — daij. 
summer of 695 B.C,E. — when the Babylonians defeated 
'he Egyptians at (he battles of Garrhetnish ami Hamath; 

-t year later, ihey conquered ihe whole of Ereu*Israek ,s 
fr-rkm Inscription 24. probably belo-tiging to ihe same 
P'-rK*i. ir verm that Arad and the Negeb fortresses fell 
bchue ;m kdnmilv all ark I'hns u is possible lhat ihc 
Edomites explniicd jhe weakness of Judah at the begin- 
mug nf [ehoiakirni reign, and ihe pofirical and rmliiary 
4 harcgeii in the fate of rhe rminrty at ifns lime, ami ruiide 
j campaign of plunder and destruction against ibr 
hTarhrr N>geli N Bui ihr Babylonians actually arrived 
ordy in the fifth year of Jehoiakim, and thus it would 
appeal (hai Straino, V|| was drMroyetl only during ih* 
i kM yeats of josiah % mgn (vtd Intciiptions I I and 88) 
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We also have information about political changes 
during the first year of Zedekiah's reign. Ar the begin¬ 
ning of his reign, a rev oh against Babylon was organized 
(jet 28: l). t5 It appears ihat rhe center of the revolt was 
in Jerusalem, and messengers were sent there bv the 
kings of F.dom. Moab, Ammon, Tyre, and Sidon (Jer 
27:8), But the revolt did not materialize, and in his 
fourth year, Zedekiah went to Babylon at the head of a 
delegation, no doubt in order to confirm his lovalty and 
submission (Jer 5T,59)- IS Although according to extant 
information Judah and F.dom were Lillies, it tnav he lhat 
ihe Edomites exploited Judah’s surrender and Zedekiah’s 
journey to Babylon, and the allies became enemies, as 
also happened on other occasions. 

The destruction of Arad VI in the third or fourth 
regnal year of King Zedekiah is thus possible politically; 
and as we shall see below, this dale fits the estimated 
lime interval between Strata VH and VI. 

[Along wilh Lemaire, 1H. p. 186, we find it hard to 
believe lhar the conflict between Edom and Judah could 
have come lo a head just when thev had recenth cried to 
make an alliance against Babylon. AFR] 


I Perhafis j ih id nl a twlh. ami i-vt 1n«rnp0w! 1. n 

(’ibaon | Ip. wiitn RBS*t«nh 'h* ,ts - height was on h' 

" 5 nm th» mcA»u rrmeni has, riMdr acowding w 

ihr rnlarged munpkm, and he fjiled !<> (KXkc the »mi%CT 

air firvt r*> the pig 

OiMn^rl, pp 21ft , Gthsotl, I rxllwA, p II 

tid III, p if i*. Mraiine iIiai the wrf appeio #» * 

ton,mu ji l.whiiih. and tkirt IWX in (hr ,wu*mn urntfi 

b'nii Ar.«d. Il i^rtiltl appear rhal ihu u a htmlerlme <aar in whnh 

i-.n h m tilir kisrd !m iwn sliaieii'ii 


4. A lennaiFe. N,*r rpigrJ(>hu{ur iur la pw<l» iirruaimn du m>« 
sh, IT, (197J), pp 245-245. Iff. p 185. r F *d» ihe Uv> inieo 
“irU ]r and complete* eiJ‘ I1i» reading seem* io iw 

in be epigiapharalh iinpiinhlr The thirrl Jew c innre pimihh he 
otrph. untc the vertical line i* Id the nyhl if !w parallel hixircnlal 
strokes. Before the iLemaires iathi* there u a clear iwwd 

divider, and ihrur is rwt him td an «**. The j-a4r. wnh it* lefi 
homzonlal stmke Jcinn^ no rnrni fen a suppiwcd ad n espnuHi 
clear. 

5 Vui Ev WW III, roll 55-40 tHeh> 

ti. } A Soffjpn. Zum wwderrnidecklen alilanumahcn Mcxtai ftt. 
IAW 77 (1965), pp 83^-66 

7. Knehler-Baumgarmer. l/nhn p BOO 

8 . Vid Soggin, oft. nl. (n 6 }. 

4 Id l Ben Vehnda DhtieMto af Ike Hrbrm Ijmputft. 

Jerusalem-lei Am. IWH. pp (Hebi 

10. H. L.. CitnslMfrg. Lahah Okti* i New and Old. AASGH i ISHKii 
p 13. n 15 

I I *j*a I.mrei n g-mj rhe mnnih Zn *dm* «* ihe fe*^«rwl 
month" (I kps ts: 1) w ctmsidered a gkwn mtswng in the Sepuapn! 
I'i4 verir 37: TT nn “in the month Zn" 

12 W 4 \H>nghi A Rervaniin#i ion nf ihe Larhish letters ft 

73 ( 1939k p 16 111, pp. 57f 

15 J Bn P hi 4 Huae-s of PhdaiMphLa. 1972 pp 32M , A F 

Rartirt, fhe Fate i4 Lachish dunii^ ihe Campaigns d Nennachmb 
and Ne4nH-hailnc«ai. afW thihun. Ijfckti* \ Tel 4vo 1975, pp 
47-60 

14 In this owmetikm ihnikf be nored the iradimai, antioi down N 
jnsejihus jKttjrdmg n> (krtnaun i A(paim« AjM* 3 19 in ihe Hfeti 
lhai NrtHinhadne/rar hn>ughr with him from His hrw canapugn 
pTiannen 'from the Judeans and the Caruunitti and ihe Aramriiu 
and ihe people* of 4^0 |a and ihe Mrange mfnrm«h» fpsen 
ai ihe beginning of ihe ftivl sA HimH abeait the mlf of Jew* » 
^«(nkn “in the thud seat nf the te-tgn nf Jikmlim b«ng nf 
Jihtah' iOan I; 1> 

15 . Ikhoiigfi m lh» nr*f there are Iwi conRactitig dates r'WQ 
TisNat "W the Ngmtiwg of the mgn d Zedekiah king ,4 
Judah' ansi lufri in ihe fnunh vpar” 17x Iasi date, 

in the SepKiagint. a(S|utrmh mftuen.ed Si Jeremiah 

3139, 
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[itw ripii**n zi 

Yoof r*K*1 —a. '° Q «' Ja "' 9,m *=" ®' 

( ,y,„ „r„1 gr«U '•«'» 1 h * v * 

» rif] n&w my master hai dons 

in* Lord w-ff gwe my master hii doe 


md ail lh*( 

«nd if There i« »tiN 

r hift fNtrM'on wa* found in (hr room neighboring (hat of 
Fj M ,hib‘* archive Only (he opening formula of (bis letter 
hrin. Ihth well pinrrved, ami (hr lest bav been largely 
nibhril nn 1 f he (Vo sherds were found on the floor of 
\hr room about a half a meter from each other- f he 
ip,icm. of wining writ- nil mediately apparent,, and the 
'herds wrtr cleaned then and there, without the usual 
pielnrimury dip in water. Almost nothing can be made 
out oil 1 he left piece, rind tins is a telling example of the 
1 liiime preservation of writing; according to its position 
or covering 

fhr opening formula is identical 10 that of Inscription 
tfi, and eof the discussion there 


I me I Yuui son Like "yout brother" in Inscriptions 
15 and Iti. a real son is not meant, hut rather a person 
of inferiot tank to the addressee {rid, Inscription 16:1), 

'wtr I his name is known, from the Bible and from 
several inscriptions. as Jt-hmal or Jurat. It appears (hat it 
should be pointed bslfr and not b3*rr or bir as in the 
Ml ? 

Gedalvahii — a common name in Judah, found in the 
hi hie .ind m other inscriptions* It should be noted that 
one of the ministers of Zedrkiah, Gedaliah the son of 
Pashhm. was sent to Jeremiah together with Jehucal 
CJucstl j the son of ShHnhodi and Fash hue the son of 
Makhiah (Jer 57 3, 38:11 All of these names are 
tutnttmn at Arad, and apparently in Judah altogether, 
and tud also the seal of "Berekyahu son of , vahu son 
°f Shdmyahu"' found in (he room next 10 rhis inscription 
tn Stratum VII letd below. Inscription 10A). 

Eh an ir would appear (bar this is a fuller form of 
the name Van , which is usualh glowed as bun tic "God 
will make light' \nother pcmibilitv is the form tit 1 ™ 
Lhur. simitar lo ihe names ('Tip ’Tin UH. Turn* Uriel, and 
Urivahu * Compare the name itt* fjrjyahu in 
Inscription 26 U however, in Inscription 31 from 
Siraium VII time 2?. the name Lrivahu appears in plene 
writing, with the rate 

3 have blessed vo u to the Lord" — concerning this 
formula vtd above. Inscription lb 2 3. 5 


1J n r d lid 


net an sc, 


- meaning somethin^ 
n "Behold I have bought" (Gen 47 23) nh^ 
d a man put awav" (Jer 3:1), etc * 

b,7ltTT ™"~J***b reft,nog a (a,or dor 
bi Gedafvahu for Vehokal 


Line 4 
formula. 


fhr l-ord Will (five him hit dur" |i m 
maBtn * < '" rl «» »<!»> K ,rvi f OI g0(ld 


[\$) \rsivh nbw bain' m 
[-■nnb ,in3Ta BbuVi tk^h 

,., '»riH rrtfS? trr : rigi ,n 
'jrTtfb mm obtep ... 
(MmjTrvt d*th 

bjipK byi 

mjr OKI 


and bad for bad, is found in the Bible, eg.: CTWrt n Bfrr 
inff -15 ttfti "The Lord reward the evildoer according to 
bis wickedness" (2 Sam 3:39); 17 aiir 7T "And the Lord 
will reward thee" (Frov 25:22); lb EfrF 1 >c htf Kim "And 
who shah repay him what he hath done?" (Job 21:31); 
”lhs , & "n n^w 1 " "The Lord recompense thy work" (Ruth 
2:21); etc. 

Line 5, DTK — apparently Edom, as in. Inscriptions 3:12, 
24:20, and 40:10,15 

t — possibly (he exclamation and oath, such as ’rn'* m 
ncT’ dr "As the Lord liveth, he shall not be put 10 death” 
(I Sam 19:6), It appears in (he form TT'n in (he Luchish 
letters (3:0). But (here is too little Jo go on here 

Line H Tiff afcn — cf. Inscription 2:7, 

1 Em m. Ill, eds. 53I-5S2 (Heb.J. 

2 Ibid . coJs (•40-442 (Hob.). 

^ Ibid.. onJs 4 1 5—41 <& NvhIi, Rrr.vjinrTiiio.m^n. p. 204; Di ringer, 

p$>. 2(3'I, £73-4, 

4 Enr. bibl |. cols. I77-8 (Hrtcl. 

5. 1 rnraa my fini prop©?aJ of the Fourth Vtorii for 

Jewish StaAifi, Jerustlcm 11*07. p. 12) to read "...73 03^3“. 
f>. Kfifetikr-liAunigarcne]-, I^tjJtort, p. 23S; Jean-Hoftijzer, JJilrdtrJiuwiire. 

p. 66. 
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ln„ rtpfirm 22 



113 n-snaS a ws^ .1 

Tia iiO a in* .3 

Omni 4 f- „„ j 

> » iPVnS 1 * aa .* 



...11?T- , > 


,5 

.6 


T& 8«r«iiyanu son of 
To Eret son of 

4 (homarf 

To Ma asa» son of 3 
to V»ho 


' "" ,n ( » n «r ot the rooms ol 

Mltrrn MU SitaeIItn VI rh.-« rt ,), „ vtTV {ade( j 

ortlt a in fciirn can lie read with ccriaLniy. 

F-ach <d .he prwtted I,net hegini with .he 1 
"/P^' 'ha' 'hit It a 1... ol p,.,„„.a] 
w.ih .hr prrfi, l„m,4 s „d w„l, ,h r addiiitwol ,igi„ 

t r r,:::i rv^"” *■■»»**.<* 

he «.[ the dnloon of o.n.r rommodny n-, 

fi '"" “ c »" he teen h> lh , „„„ ,, n< . , ^ 

~ a '"P"'-*' "ame in the | 

SS^Sr-“« . *«■ — Arad 


Line 2, Ezeir — also a common name, and vid. Inscrip¬ 
tion 51:2. r 


Line .1 Ar (he end of the Cine there is a sign which 
appear also in Inscriptions 1:7 and 1 K:fi, as a measure 
° floUr ' apparently the homer (c or ). A similar sign 
appears also on the Lachish osiracoei (line 6), except thdl 
it is written tn the opposite direction. 3 


Mtasrti a shortened form of the common 

^ h >-.. 


Line 5. Only ihe beginning of 
preserved. 


► personal name has been 


in (]<«*, . | -. , 1 ,nr ™«t MiliSr" il UrhWt, Ji 

w , 22-tS, ' UHl,rw ,n *•<* Himikm II 07) m 

l ?* ** 11 S*2 fWeb j 

1 lfrf above, notr I 

* #ftr ^ v 202M (Hrh >, 
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Inscription 25 



Ben... 

Ben... 

Mah$e[yahu] 

Bon. 

Ezer 

B-en Netanyahu 

I he ostracon was found in one oT the rooms of the 
western wall in Stratum VL This is apparently a fist of 
names, some of which begin with she prefix 13 of ), 
ioid cf. Inscription 49. Most of the strip! is nibbed out. 
and only a few names are at all legible. 

hitir U Mahsrvahu (Mahseiah) a name known from 
; hr Bible and from the inseHpnons at Elephantine. 1 

1 ^ Lzer — a common name, rid Inscription 51:2. 

1 Ir '° l! Netanyahu this name appears on one of ihe 
'h< ids r»f ih e sanctuary, and there also m the form "Ren 
^ei.insahu" (Inscription 56) I he simitarm to Inacrip- 
19 and 56 lead one lo the supposition that this 
n *Eninii, n*i, was originally from the samiuarc 

1 1 Mf ** hiN IV. ml KOIa (Hi* A 




r 
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inscription 24 


bn 

.1 

an^bn 

aur^bn rt 

ibn 

abra ob j 

bm 

b*n .* 

tyoa 

m s 

isy 

73? .6 

1 u .7 

jn 9 

ai .9 

tpynn) ,11-ro 

nmnrr isrn 

[. , so 

., dSrpwi^t^nsra m 

-i3 aiu nnn orin afirrbw-l.tr 

, ,. iliJinTwriK.Mnrsbfcrt.ti .13 

- anl Tlio*]? 13 insflbB 7 

arn.'iiK3i[jJ3 , tiT»ab».T ,14 

*ini* is pBhbn i»-bp a;r? 

.is 

~n njt rnpi ]fe .au Jima in 

nnK,rT k i|3»J3.ajjma^.in .16 

asriK ibran lyn .137 7*y 

raann ab»^a fc ii.‘ia"r.Ttst ,17 

irpnV iftrrVty ruin .aaipaJa 

-itynb’TirtbtirTiarr.ttawaja .19 

-uribn nfc auf jkh : h*ti aaa 

T .Vi -■■ -+“lt - Vf 

uribn. pik nw jkh -B'tr.naa . 1 9 

.matt? ti"iK K3fi is \y 

nntu,» k iK.K3Jva&UT .M 


To 

£li«h(b 

king 

Itoop 

mon[eyl 

passed 

fh* Rtvmt 

Fro™ Arad SC and from Km(ah] 

*nd you snail send (hem to Ram&|-Neg*b by the hand of 
M* llt 'r«hu (h# son of Qarab'ur and he snail band them over 
to Eli*ha the eon of Yimiyahu in Ramat Negeb, lest 
•nyihing should happen to the city And the word at the king 
ii ‘incumbent upon you for yogr very fife! Behold. I have sent 
10 warn yog today |G*tj the men to Elisha Lest Edom 
should com# there 

Ibn netracon was found outride the fortress on the 
wrstrrn slope, and it should be from Stratum V] 
affording to ihe script On rhe obverse the beginning of 
ihr leurr there were at least 10 tines of writing, but 
audr from single letters it is >1 legible 1 Luckily, ii is 
possible in reid ihe hrsi word with cenainiv: “Lliashtb ' 3 
Onb the tm is doubtful since its lower part is missing 
Thus i. „ possible to read msirad, giving rhe name 


‘ Ttrrt»nfcft4r> pwWUrMmn V 

AtM MASfMl lid <j^o> 
firm U*4*i ix <|>VWt pp 


Ahwr^i Hirer Hebrri. OWrw* 1fWft 
pp IA ML ibr unvr m Ifrhrrt. in 
10- IS 


Elisha; however, since the area beneath the letter is 
completely effaced, it is possible also to read it as bet. The 
script in this ostracon is identical to that of several of the 
Eliashih Collection, thus making it likely that this, too, is 
part of Fliashibs archive. The opening "to” was 
apparently written on the corner of the sherd above the 
word “EJiashib", In this place there are remains which 
ronld lit these two letters, and since this was a long 
letter, it would appear that the scribe utilized every spare 
spare on the sherd. Unfortunately, the rest of the script 
on this side is undecipherable 1 aside from a few letters 
and words. It appears that in line $ the word 77 b "king" 
is written; in line 4 — Vn "troop”; and in tine 6 perhaps 
the word ”i3J "passed". The letters DO in line 5 may he 
completed (fjjDD "money”, although all of this is doubtful- 
I he reverse of the osiracoti, in contrast, is completely 
legible aside from the first two lines which are broken 
slightly above and io the left If we restore the broken 
parts above and below (the top part of the obverse), wr 
have before us a square tablet, similar to some of the 
LJiashib sherds (especially Inscriptions I , 2, 5, 7, 15, and 
iNj Ibis fact, as well as the similarity of the script, 
^ippom the supposition that this letter and some ot the 
Kb ash ib lei rets were sent from the same place. 

! 2 A, , ‘! — As in oarracon No. 4 from 

I hlth ’*" s 11 rh <* *««ncl tmie ibar the name of the 
plan where rhi- osrrarrm wai Found is mentioned m a 
' >fl h triton (and E?td. also Inscription 99 arid 
J wrhi, l w | n«riptirift 4H) Here. too. it Is not at (Ik 
‘ ginning of the letter, but in ihe middle of a sentence. 
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j -j*} Hi* 


L % 


y 

-ss'3"? 











f,„„, I hr inntrxt. ,t .« >lr‘< ("‘"M 4 ' *"T 

hr >em. r ptmiMr tomplrtv.r' iv T-fr. !T*» 

*, Aft.1 r»» «’ 11 «■>* - w f*"P fc ’ lr * T » Ar ,d 

Alter tin. word ,omf 4 wunbrr, hu< uitfonuMirfy ■<» 
» miming Wr may «ipp*«r <h*r ihi* >* >" 

A„,l . rlv.hrrr .r, Judah and t«ad Smrc » 

hm.rm.ral Imr r.«n« to .hr vwiioJ 
U,»r*t cxmibk mtmhr, Ho*mr, wnfc 1 h*I» of ,he J» ne 
*„e ioo Urn*, it more Hu* ihtf ihr number 50.* 

rfir41 .i ' («*«* mmpln m t^racon 19 <hn« 5 ; 

4 j | ^ Imli* and in shekel weigh rs fmm Jerimk-m. 

only the fmi four letter* of tfm word arc 
, bi 1 hr fifth letter « broken, and ns remains fit either 
knf. mw mp «u« Hrt or pr m.«hl also fw pOMiblr. hut 
ihnw ire usually wtaightet Sinte a P lace ,tAmF '* 
net osar v here, anorrling to <he context, the proposed 
nunplciinn srrriM < main fn the list of Judean towns, 
(} ]r iiitmr Kinah is mentioned a*, being near Arad (thus, 
Jh nead of die mistaken nf; Jonh 15:22), I rue, the 
remaining line is vriy similar in that of the in (his 
Idler, and nun is usually written shorter and more 
e niuvrly; however a nun with a similarly long downward 
linr appears atw in line 7 (the Wfond tetter) And it 
should hr rtnphasi/ed that the downward stroke reaches 
mity the white dot. and does not continue to (he left, as 
might be mistakenly seen in the photograph 

At ihe rml of ihe lint*, there is room for 6-3 more 
letters It is possible to assume (hat afiei “Kinah came a 
number, as after Arad, and afterwards there is room for 
one or two more words. I he letter hr opening the tiexl 
hue shows that thr missing words were not another place 
name and mimhet. A possibility is to complete (he line 
njies npw H And from Kinah. one hundred", assuming 
dial (hr upper rilgr of ihe sherd was narrower than the 
rrs(. and dial the number was written out. In Inscription 
7, (here is an example of both a numeral and a wind 
used hn writing one dale. It should be noted lhac fifty 
and .i hundred are usual military uniis (2 Sam 15:1; 2 
Kgs [ n ; 1 Sam 29-2: 2 Kgs 11:4)," 


L ine 13 Kamat ttrgcb — The completion is certain, in 
the light of line 5 Ihe < tty in men tinned in the Bible in 
the fmm 3U mai (1 Sam 30.27l and 3U nan {Josh 19:8), 
This oslracon rloe* not help in deckling which of the two 
forms is correct, ihus we choce arbitrarily the Form n^i 
3SJ 

'ro — (his completion, too. seems certain tj mbtpb “to 
send hv rhe hand of" is a normal biblical phrase For the 
sending of soldiers hv the hand of someone, uid, TVT 

3 r^* n oil jng ‘ And David sent forth the people, a 
d*ird pan under ihe hand of Joab. eic/' (2'Sarn 18:2) 

Ljne 14 MaEkryahu — a common hthlkal name 
(Makhiah Known m rhe period under discussion are 
Fashhur ihe son of Mak hiah a minister of Zedckiah (Jer 
21 3. 38:1), and Mahhiah the king's son, also from ihe 
lime of /rdrkuh (Jer 38:6) 

Qerah ur — All of the leiters »fe dear, including the 
final rM The double fine at the end of ihe word is a 
combination of the remains of ihe rriA and the word 


divid,, „hr do. undrr ibis sign « «*■ *>«< a 

Uiln , T( * name Qerab ur is unknown from any other 
wu ,res I. should be coon^.«!. apparently, with .he 
t.heophorous. elernen. -ik ‘Ur, as .n the names 

_ even .hough the las. le.ter in the Ime is a 
|,„le blurred, it is dearly a btt. There is no doubt .hat the 
word BrpsS was meant, and a similar exchange occurs in 
,he word DW33 it. line 16. and M the discussion there. 

I he appearance of the yod it) the iupM form of tbs 
word and in the word rrc* in line 17. shows [hat already 
i(1 this period in Judah, the Wrf was used as a mater 
JrtkHUS in the middle of a word, and not only m 


Line 15. t* 7s orpsm — gave them inLO hit* care, and c/, 
0'Df]8 VTOt T’psn "and had committed unto him men 
(Jer 40:7). 

Elisha' — from the Bible, this name is only known as 
(he name of the prophet Elisha son of Shaphaf, but the 
name is also known from the Samaria ostraca and from 

seals. 15 JB 

Yirmiyahu (Jeremiah) — a common name in the 
Bible n In (his period, aside from the prophet, one of 
(be charioteers (Jer 35:3) and the father of one of 
Judah's wives (Jer 52:1) were named Jeremiah. 


Line Hi. *01 — c/- lib« W7’ " LeSt 

peradveniure harm befall him" ((ren 52:4); is "lb "iEim 
i33> qk "m rrr "Beware [hat there be not a base 
thoughi in thy heart 11 (Dent 15:9), 


Line 17, "The word of ihe king" — the king's command, 
cf. Esther 1:12: Samuel 21:3. 


Line 18. 03^333 = 00^3. The form “BQJ" is known also 
from Phcnenkian and Aramaic inscriptions from north¬ 
ern Syria, such as at Zincirli and Sfire. 14 However, (he 
fact lhac in this epistle the letters pr and hat were 
exchanged twice {vid. line 3: dt'prttfn * nt'pani) shows that 
we have before us a more general phonetic pheno¬ 
menon. 1 * The only possible conclusion is that at this [ime 
in Judah, (he weak bei and pe were pronounced so 
similarly that they could be interchanged by the scribes. 
I his is proof of spiranti/cd consonants during this 
period, 1 * and one more indication of (he development or 
a special Judean dialect 17 


Line* 38-Hs. irn dd 2 T*ffnb — meaning “to adjure and to 
warn you"/* a biblical expression* e.g.: arri BP3 7’DO ’338 
"L testify against you this day" U>eui 32:46); mi 

“1 forewarn you this day" (Deut H;I9; and vid <.en 
43:3; Exod 11L21: 1 Sam H:<+; ] Kgs 2 42 Ter 11:7; Neh 
13:21 ele.), 

FP’bjt nx DT^Braxrr — Bring "ng" someone is a biblkaf 
expression for friends or soldiers under order* of a man 
or officer, r. K l Samuel 22:4k; 2 Samuel 1:11; 17:12; 
(rrentiah 26:42; 41:2,7 However, from the contrxi of 
rhr Irtier, ir i% clear that (hi% is no stale men t of fuel, thai 
the people have not yet come to Elisha. Nor i* it a 
question, since only in rfm Jeticr was ihe commumf give" 
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so bnog the men to Elisha,’ 9 Thus clearlv thr* b an 
abbreviated and aggressive form of speech, dictated 
apparently hv the commander to the scribe: "The men 
. must as soon as possible) be wnh Elisha!" 1 (In fact* we 
mai have here a rare usage of >t meaning “to", cf. sf<ti > 
1(1 Taanach letter No. 1:18 and the standard usage of 
t garilk ALbrighl, BASOK 94 (1944)* p, 17 n. 27 
AFR] k 

The men are sent as reinforcements for Ram at-Negeb, 
ihus it is cleat that soldiers are meant. 

Line 20. Edom — a collective name, instead of "the 
Edomites", cf, DiK oil "And (he Aramaeans fled" (2 Sam 

10:18) etc. 

As to an analysis of the historical events mentioned in 
this letter, and ihe question of identifying (he place 
names in k, vid the summary below. 


2 This Ddutron was found on iht second d*v nt rhe fifth Scamn nf 
excavaliona in H Mt.jlfc left standing between two sections excavairdi 
in ihe previous season, One df ihe sj udenti, Ami Black of South 
Carotin** noticed ic whi3e digjfing. (bus it was saved from di 
Again we have before u* S relling examplr of the chance 
preservalion of rhe srripl. 

y. [ n ihf beginning I w-a$ convinced chai the fins two letler® " 1 ?iC" 
spelled 11 toL ihe normal opening in rhe majority of ihe Serters. and 
afterwards came a name which could not be Oiashih F, thiech. 
who worked on this section, suggested m me rhai the fim wen-d 
was the name wilhoctl [he opening *'to", a tu^gcSlion with which t 
lend to agree- However, we have lefi ihe word in ihe leXi a* a 
possibility. 

S I could not AOttpt the other suggeSlinvn s ot Mr. Pueth for rhis side 
of ihe ostracon* wnd he will publish them in a separate article 
4 LeiUyiire's suggestion [t>rtracck p IH. p. Iftil) to compleir; 

5 n|3»poi 5 nsn [iffoeml "Hear from Arad S and from 
Kinah 5 for war" IS unacceptable. Under discussion here is nor rhe 
enlistment of men. but raiher sending soldier? or mercenaries 
from one place n> anorher. 

.r Cf Mdller, Hw r. P«i. II, p. 56. No. 627, 


6 J A-kiW LH. PI 43 y } y \harom fmArivAnl'l *n .Wmwi Ivon 
Jerusalem 1^76. figs. S. % 4 (Keh ‘ V Chaovm 8 *.■*)« 1X4 
[l^fifil hps %* If 

7 Y Mwmni fl tSOK Wl pp *Y| Irnmu ,(hit«ra (ip 

SMI Iff, p 1891 . who reads T does no lake ifMo *«nuni lha 
■he Mjip-i pan at the noinetal it hroim The prupwil aho vrtw 
unhldi from a tomruiug pomi ot y m-s* h*f ihIiIm-m are nm 
reinfim emeni ewottgh to accocmt for ihe gravity of rhe leuei 

6 Vrf K de Van.. 4nrv*( fwwi. Lmdon |s»y| p illf. J2fi 
9 Iljw IV. cok. H2tL39 (Heh l 

10 VidL £M. hrAI |, vo(* 170-79. larmaire. OMt, p W vU 

also ihe name Umahu in Invnpmn !M ! 

9 I. In dvmiti io ihe jULim;KHin nl Cmu and Freedman. (VAifT^li 
pp. SI, Mff Thei mv however, pwni out the appearanre of *t*f 
"City", and perhaps P'C ” Pnar in the Lachofi irttm and 
ftfKiulIv ihe appeaiarue of* *r*a “Ziph" a* welt as ^ *»i ihe rmal 
seals wuh foul wings Thu is ihe rarlv ivpr of rmai veal? whw h in 
ms opinKMi, come I nun rhe end of the eighih oeirturr B C I n4 
(k IjtDttvtd, Jfiirsalrm l9lo|. |>p 4?D( iHeh ■ 

It Vid Em k*t I rr>h iHrh • 

14. Vid. Em bihi. Til iHeb cola mil. 1, V Aharoni Iff IfHIW^ p 
167 

14 Vid f.Vinner-Soflig. ImrhnfU*. New 24 IV 214 17 21 2L2IS1K 
217:7; 22*M:47 222ft 11^40.42, 223» 5, 224 V7 Jeao-Hofoirri 

Phlinnpuiirf pp, I84f 

15 On (he phonetic phenomenon of the pr-bri ottunjjr On ccmrwi 
linn wiih ihe ‘Apnu-Hebrew prohlrmi inf M Wdfpni fXr 
(.jairdnoknu’ der iawMud#i .StrtmaM tic . (fouingen 1967. p|i 778 

16. Vid Lemaire, tJsfwa. p 456 E Y Kmw.hrr (JSH iO ||9bSj. pp 
21-51 i fiae* ihe lime of ihor tnln info the language in rhr period 
afler ihe htarrowirig of ihe aiphaber br ihe Creeks, m tm rhe letnh 
and ninlh centunn- B C E 

17. M. Heltrrt. Some Northwesl Seim!a Fpgr*phi* C^mngi from 
ihe IX^Vl CcftTiihe? B < . Awwdi ddrimtutri Jkvmdr di \sprfi 41 

(19711, p 1S4 

IS On ihia meaning of ihe Serb ''T'Frt 1 ' nd Gesertma-Buhl 
ffT^uck. p, 566 

?9. Ir in also impossible to accept I emailrS proposaf (I fctwia pp 

IH„ p. 1901 that jfdtiifo men were senf IO warn Flusinh We heard 
clearly (hat the iitrn it? to be sen! io Elisha in mdo io l»e with 
him, and il appears ih#i Malknahu son d ^erabur m rhe beanr* 
n( rhe tetter There is abo no hrigursi* evidence io suppoO (he 
phrase ‘’’JlT® nx irnl' meaning ’someone's «w-n" AH cd ihe 
biblical examples speak of vrtiiojivr and the men wth him rsnui 

20 Now rreaied exiensnely by Sh irre'd .Skimai« 5 (I97S 1 JiNWMiJ'S 
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JTTlJJl* 10 C ' ' ' 

lr.*rrip<i'«t 2S* n^ip» » W ""H"? ° ,J ? tn ** 
i irW 1 *0 fWff oj^srra 
{rrnjnp) ionn?n Tiraw 


(From 1 10 !»•**/• o< 

|from} Lo**r Anim 30 oi barl«y 

From Upper (Afllfl*) 60 haktf* 
from Mtw 10 hak&lt 

‘I'hn mu won wji found on the western slop** near (he 

previa.won. According lOtbeicripUl m** 

in Stratum VI. 

N r<l r ie 4 .in additional sherd from the ume bowl ha*e 
wa, found, ahiMJi the Mine w*. filling the left edge of 
i J ir of«neon Ir would appear lhai rtfin w« a sc«md 
miratiiii nf the s.mn- i t- |.« Knit it© irate* of «ripl remain 
on ir On lSr nsurarnn it*rlf, (heir are Signs of earlier 
writing which were erased (palimpwsij. From these fans, 
i! emerges (hat this oiiracon was writlen at Arad on a 
piete of final |Hiltery. 

Basil ally, I lend to accept Ramey s reading. Since (he 
teller is obviously decipherable, I see no grounds for 
Yrivin't tuggcaifim. which I tended to accept originally, 
(hit (he first column contains Egyptian names and forms 
written in Hebrew characters. True, the numerals and 
apparently also the symbols are hieratic, hut, as noted 
often, ihr use of hieratic numerals is common in Hebrew 
inscription*. 

line I Ai Yeivin noted, the hieratic symbol for the hekat 
appear* m this line. 1 In this ostracon, as well as in 
Inn riptirm 34, it ensue* before a hieratic numeral A 
single strobe denote* (he number 1 in this line. 2 which 
d«*rfl not, however, mean one hthai, a small measure of 
less than five liter*. These numerals, when they arc 
written after ihe htkai symbol deno(e ic(H in hieratk 
writing 1 Thu*, Ifi fi/ifiti is meant. 

The symbol after the numeral is similar to that which 
appear* at ka*t four time* In Inscription 34. Yeivin 
found that ii is similar to the hieratic sign for hn\ rhat is, 
h*rfe\ from southern Egypt/ This proposal seems likely, 
even though the similarity is not complete/ A* Yeivin 
noted, we have no example* of ibis sign from the 
I wffity-Sixth Dvnilsis/and there ss a considerable differ¬ 
ence in (he forms of the sign between earlier and later 
inscription* This meaning also fits the hekai symbol, used 
as a grain measure Of course rhe barley in question was 
not brought from southern Egypt, but would have been 
some (superior') lype of barley, 7 

lane 2. Ramey suggested i ompteting 'j(3a| "from the 
•on* of*, and Lem jure reads ET^^I “from the people of 


Pri-hrnm4f> pubfe**** vU <4h Vnvm An Ovnton t, tym M 

4t»rt a f jwrhiiui«m tI \ | w , VUfO jr #.4 5S{1»Wi 

'* m a hrt A f Rainn. A Hebrew Iter*■,,* ( rw!l And 
JMAO* 2«5 (197 h pp T3~9 



Kinah". M The letters are clear, and afterwards there is a 
descending line which firs either a mem or nun . 8 Before 
the first mm, traces of a vertical line, fitting neither a bei 
nor a yal are preserved. If we suppose with Ramey chat 
■ his line, too, began with a. mem, like the next two lines, 
and (hat rhe script was written in a straight line, then 
there is room for only one letter between the mem and 
nun. Accordingly, it is possible to suggest the completion: 

and the remain* of the first letter suit an ay in 

quite well. 

H Anirii is (he name of a place in the southern mountain 
area of Judah (Josh 15:50), which is usually identified 
with Kh Chuwein et-Tahta, 10 km northwest of Arad" 1 
At a distance of less than two km northeast of it U Kh. 
Ghuwein el-Foqa, and at both sites pottery from Iron 
Age If was discovered, 11 It appears, therefore, dial 
already during tile Monarchy these two village* existed 
side-by-side, the first Lower 'Anim and the second Upper 
‘Anim, like Upper Beih-horon and Lower Beth-horon, 
and the Upper Springs and [he Lower Springs (rnTj 
rrrnnn rubai nrYy; Josh 15:19).“ Eusebius, too, mentions 
two neighboring villages here in his rime, railed A vena, 
one Jewish and the other Christian, 11 Accordingly, the 
reading “Lower ’Anim" seems the right one. 


Line 3. sr^FD — as Rainey notes, the concepts “upper’ 
and "lower" complement and confirm each other, and it 
seem* that Di’bF is a shortened form of □ 1 ] - rbf □'3& 
"Upper ’Anim". 

I he numeral in this line was interpreted by Yeivin as 
7, without explanation, H and Rainey agreed with him. 
There is no resemblance between this numeral and the 
hieratic 7. 11 It would appear (hat this is 6, which appears 
exactly in this form in inscriptions from the |yeriod of 
I hutmes Ell I he other forms in Mollcr's book are less 
dear, hut the forms from the Twentieth and Twenty- 
first Dynasties are close to rhe form in this ostracon; 
diere are no examples from the Twenty-Sixth Dynasty. 
I“hus fiO hekau was meant. The symbol for barley 
appeared only in the Kr»t iwo rows, and was not 
repeated in the bst two rows. 


(me 4 HtQE | lie reading D'JFQ supports Rainey * 
suggestion to read 1 vtft "from MaWV* The form of the 



la^i leiTci is indeed closer lo mem, however [he line to the 
left of the vertical stroke, which give* it this form, is 
apparently a trace of the word divider. Ma’on, identified 
with Tell Main, 19 neighbors ‘Anim (the distance between 
them is less than 10 kite as the crow die*) and is 14 km. 
distant from Arad. True. Ma’on was in the southeastern 
mountain district of Judah, together with Ziph (Josh 
15:55)- however, we suggest, on (he strength of royal 
seal impressions from Judah, that Arad, 'Anim, and 
M&‘cn were in this period in one administrative district 
(Ziph). 1 ’ 

Apparently these consignments of barley from various 
places in the southern mountain area were levies tm- 
IHvsed by ihe administrative center in (he Negeb * This 
hypothesis fits the interpretation of the fatal measures as 

ten* and not units, 

I Yeivin. of. ril.. pp 99-llW, Sh Yrivirt. A Hieiinc Ownccm Ux>m 
EH Arad, IE/ 16 (1966), pp 157!.; Miiltei, Hm (V Ni* 

- JTie diK wen the tight of [hi* line, iurterpreiftl h> » a 

i firm am of m 10, ii tHifi' * dtprltMii in lh i* *hml. 

S A tijidintT. taypita* (JrMWimflTV London, I9S?. p ieiHiiT 
(thirst* |i Afyi mXiLed (hi*, hut ronfuaed ten* wi(h hnudinU*, cf 
IH, 196, 

1 Sh. Veiviit, SBJ t6 (1966), p. 1591; *nd v*4- fitter, ffm fht N” 

W 


5. A- F. Riinft'. op. cil, p 26 
6 Sh Yeivin. JEJ 16 (19661. p 1^4. irofc 5 

7. Via. W HricV xnd F thio. JUnm lAWwnNc* Un?*oioiri/ 
Wievhadon 1956. p. 118- 
8 Lcmlire, OerwL* p 3*8 

9. Yeivin. An Otcracon trom Td Ar*d rH , p IW. read sw her 
JO. \ f uL Enc WJ VI. cob 30P^S09 (Hefi i 
] | M kochavi, ]en.»*»Je»n 197? pp 

No, 248. ISO (Hct> K 

12. U is now dear lhai rhi* lerwoia a pfetertWe *" 

ihe IkwA nt judge* I 15, and (1 M N^h Dm Bwi /ww 

Tubingen J9M. p 86 The Jidjeetn* t* declined ac wrling 10 ihr 
noun preceding ii- 

15 F.iisetnus-. tWmnJJtfcM, ed E Ktwiei-nvuin. Leipam 19H. BtD, IS 
Hivwever. the diwanvc jpven him due* net fn He wt«» 9 milr* 
irtoead of 15 male*, ihe number appropriate Do ihe 

JuU*H 

14. Yeivin. An Onncce from TiJ Arw.1 et» p 101 

15. V*a Motlei, Hier Pd S« 620 the bttfftic 7 appearv in ihe 
pijttrui of Wadi Munhha'ii, the nmlwl mterpepied hs Mihk « 4 
YU *4va t+6'm pp 96ft 

16 Molkr H*r FU p No 699 

17 Rame*, if m. pp S4( 

18 VW Cm Mi V. oo& Heh 

t9 Y. Atartmi, l**U pp 54<>fl . i**p S2. V Aharooi Cjttm '* 4d*f of 
dW FttUt Jeiuulnn 1974. map 1*2 iHt+ ■ \ Aharon, and 
Mkhaet AvvVortOh. n«f Maon&n IM4» 4U*? Ne* Vmi and 
Dmdon. 187*, Mftf 1A2 

20 Rainev, if fW p 28 and tf a v,rr»bt onrikon from fteer Shrh* 
iU 1^ ,41-** I pp 71-7S 
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Inscription 26 


inpK 
to to 
tjrm pi?f 

1JT« 


lfm* ,1 

*8T.»Jipro .2 

rnwi? 3 

TJTW .4 



. . .Urlyshu from my master, mimsfer . 

Mu* and Y#ho 
my masler 

llm cwtratofi was fmind in a par in the area of rhe 
sanctuary, and ils script dates it tt> Stratum VI. From the 
little hit of writing preserved, it seems that this is a letter, 
Inii only a few words are legible. 

Lane 1. Uiiyahu (Uriah) — written consnn an tally, with¬ 
out trail' as mater tafitmii in the first syllable, and vid. 
above Inscription 21:2. The name Uriyahu is also known 
from a Hebrew seal from Ein Cedi' and from a tomb 
inscription at Kh dQdm* Lemaire, IH. p 198, would 
read (*)tryhu\ “Aiaryahu, 

Lne 2. TO ‘J7fc — This formula reminds one of the 
opening to the osirjton from Mcsad Hashavvahu, 'JTK 
“my master, the officer” 1 Here the definite article ke 
is missing, and it is possible to assume chat the function 
of the officer would follow, as in TO "captain of a 
thousand (I Sam 17:18, etc.). However, it is also 
Possible that ihe Inters sAm and resh are the beginning of 
a name or another word, the end of which was on the 
pan of the sherd which was broken off. 

Une 3 riir mm, likel, com pin ion for (hr f,™ ledfr n 
fof* gum* thr combmanon or* "la u „'. ,h, ihcmhr,, 

" f Uomiu »»**. F'-wi 'he following rn i, 

appnsr, ,h»^ rnd . 

Ij*“ namt w * h 'hr ihrophorou, W 

In ihe rr« of .he „ „ onh , hfc 

master in Ime 4 r rcJd m Y 


nj/jr 


•* ihthk ,■ 


w f rhm * r ~‘kr. Yt27 tms K p 


1 ZLZZ-JZ?™ > «W * HrWw 

i it* Y Yt&it 2-s p 
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Inscription 27 


*n-’- 

Strong 13 [irOnaj? 

fTTT»J]MP p irm» 

nbn 

W3K 


W 

'ITTOOT 33 [ 

V 

■ ■ ■ aw aa imm 
ki,, nbn 

ja ... 



, ,'vafriu 

Ob&dya<t>u) son of Shemayahu 

Vedanyahu son of Shaba(nyahij) 

Heldai... 

.. son of Abiyahu 
, (y)ahu 

This nsrracon was found outside of the fortress tn the 
western section, near Inscriptions 24 and 25, and it, too, 
dares from Stratum VI, according to its scripi. 

From ihe preserved parts, it is cleat that this was a list 

of names. 

Line 2 Obadyahu (Obadiah) — a common biblical name, 

and i'id. Inscription 10:4. 

Shemayahii (Shemiah) — also a popular name, known 
from this period as the name of the father of the 
prophet Uriah (Jet 26:20), and of Delaiah, one of 
Jchoiakam’s ministers (Jer 36:12), 


Line 4 ^ edanvahu (or Yadonvahu?) — fhn name o 
known from the Elephantine inscriptions, wniirn 
and TOP The completion [m)a* is not trioin. but the 
name was ven pnpulai in Judah. 1 

Line 5. Heldat — This name appear* also in Ipiw option 
31, line It), where its reading is certain fTic* name 
appears in the Bible. 9 

Line fi. Abiyahu (Ahijahi - a name popular m the Bible 
and m inscriptions. 4 Lsualh u was a masculine name, but 
il is also known as the name of a woman, the mother of 
HezeLiah (2 C hr 29 1 in 2 Kgs 18:2 appears ibe 
abbreviated form 'an Abi). 


2 Virf N«ti, Pmairininaiwn. pp 57, 13*4, |W 

2 VvL Q Qmigrr. PEQ 73 (1943., pp ft9f Max*.. rtptgrmt*. pp 
72ff 

3 Vii Ear folW 111, ic4 140 

4 VuL Fug SiJW |, rob ?2-24 |Hrb > 










****+-*• 


% * 


t#/' 


art* 


*r' -c-‘ 





















fnM riptifjfi ^ 


f.rta a 


«?n>» 


ns.»u 2 


riK TP^jn .3 


m.iwu ' 7 


b Passing 
gave 


blassmg 


I his trttracon was round during the cleaning 
up of the nor I hern wall area. According to iis 
w rtpr ir should he dated from Stratum VI. 
Three piece* of a jar were found, two of 
which were contiguous. Ir would appear that 
all three are piece* of one OJttacon. Since 
there is a straight edge, and the first line is 
close lo and parallel to this edge, it would 
wem that this is the upper edge. Apparently 
the lower part was also preserved, there being 
no remit ants of writing beneath the last line. 
However, there is no way of knowing how 
mans row* of writing there were, or how wide 
the nut recon was 

The on I* certain word* are: inj "gave" in 
line 2. and im2 blessing" m line ", This was 
uncinublcdb a letter 


*Y 


JV 




V 
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j n scrip* ion 





The osfracon was found outside the citadel on the 
western slope, and appears to be from Stratum VI. The 
script is small and crowded, and although remains of 
seven lines are discernible, only a few letters are 

decipherable. 

At the beginning of line fi. the hieratic numeral 10 is 
clearly apparent. 1 Afterwards the letters kaph and pt are 
clear, and between them are traces quite suitable for the 
fetter intrude Thus it seems that in this line 10 (shekels) of 
silver are discussed, to be given to someone whose name 
began with mrffl. 

The form of the letters and the crowded writing are 
similar to those of Oatracon 16 of the ELliashih archive, 
which also dealt with silver; the two ostraca may have 
been written by the same scribe. 



] Vi el V. AhlrOtli, JuAetschnft ShtmvA Vfinn, Jerusalem. 1970, 
p. 319-314: BASOK \M (1966), p, 17, 
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Inscription 30 

ap .1 

nrv . . 

(roro) H7P . . . l s 

.4 

-I 

. yahlu 

yah]u (seati) 

The ostraccm was found in a room from Stratum Vl 
near the southwestern corner of the citiddL 

The two m» erf lines 5 and 4, especiallv the rieaT raw 
of line 4. suggest the possibility that these were the ends 
of names ending in “vahu'\ 

1 he sign appearing m llrtr 4 is similar to the sign 
appearing twke in Inscription S5 after the word SB*i 
"grain" dines 1,61. interpreted there as the seah measure; 
and rwl Inscription 41:7. 

U would appear that this tvsiraton contained a list of 
names and amounts of grain. 
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InvriplM II 


t , | O 

t- <3**-U «-i#*«*•*V 

iJM*} 'fi'jj > 4^ 4 ^ ^ 


L-| 


L-i 


< 1 

tr 


'*A<1> 'I 


f «->» 


\ 


s 

i 

i 

s 

s 

s 

6 


\ 



(mam) kit ia innw 

ryirp ia 

innjtc p inna 

y . - . - r - “ 

irnyw ta tipifiK 

Dm 
ipijn* 
jrrnraa 
mj... 


iaj? (m&m) 4* 

v*i 



.ftUH .1 
ii ii Rn ja int-vm .i 
c mn* aa \rman 3 j 
b mnire ja wj 4 
\myi3» 3 a npTfiK .s 
d b nni 4 

b in'jn* .y 
b imnisa 4 
e \W C... * 

nay a.rj .to 


Wheat 

Urlyahu ion of Rag# ophahs S 

Nehpmvflhu ion of Y#fio#j g, 

hfenyabu son of S#‘aryabu 5 

Ahioam son of SbemfyAhu 7 

Qahani § 

Vedayabu s 

Oemaryahy & 

yahw 6 


*S #ph*h« of gra<n 

The mi me on hji found in 4 small room abutting on fhe 
HHiihrm wall, t^nhrr with three seals of Eliashib vm of 
Fdmaho Ivtrf M«m, Inicriptiom 105-107) and a He-b 
trw OMnraa {[nscripkwi 52i and a h*mu one (ItiKrip. 
IH ™ 541 ln ,h e ^™r room, two marked shekel weiirhfs 
a dei or□ led n«mm vessel from a Tndacw 


Picftrttm^n pubkiiDnn, ¥ 
fr.*n \r*d R Ift >Jf 107 < Iflfflty, 
trnti ttntrt IX rlg&Ab yp 17# 


Ab*TiOi, Tltr« tfrhrew (}*ttwA 
pp 3?f (hr umr m H*i>rrw m 
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shell, and a collection of delicate earthenware were 
found. Additional pieces of the jar on which the ostraeon 
was written were found, and traces of script are discern¬ 
ible on them, too. Apparently other ostraca were written 
on ibese sherds of the same jai% this proves that this 
ostraam was written at Arad, The locus belongs to 
Stratum VII. 

I he on rat on is written on the outer side of ihe jar, on 
lop of a bright-yellowish slip (beginning to peel on the 
righn, on which she black ink stands out nicely Under¬ 
neath the rows of rent are dear signs of earlier writing, 
mosrh erased. These remains are clearest on the lower 
right-hand parr of the sherd, where it is even possible 10 
irad the word "white 1 , and above if the letter nun. 
I his as an outstanding example of ihe re-use of the same 
sherd (palimpsest). 

Hie osiracon contains 10 tines id text, more crowded 
ar <hr beginning, and more spared out towards the 
bottom Bet wren lines U and ID ;i large space was left <** 
purpose r 

1 1 ne t a&rr - cj f. pjn piipn B^^nn "the wheat and 






[he harlev, the oil and the wine" (2 Chr 2:14), the 
principle provisions which Eliashib supplied. This word 

was written as a title. 

Line 2 Uhyalin — a common biblical name ; 1 Uriah son 
of Shemaiali. ihe prophet (Jer 26:201. was a extern- 
porary, 

■n — an unknown name- Perhaps this was a diminu¬ 
tive of Iran as in lTi-MW The name fit l* known 

from the Samaria ostraca,* 

Line S. Nehemvahu (Nchrmiah) - this name appears in 
the Bible only in the post-exilic period , 4 but is known 
also from :-i Hebrew seal . 1 At Arad, this was a popular 
u.iim-, appearing in several ostraca; and the shorten 
burn ati 3 alto occurs (In script km* IK Iri 


Yeho'az — this name was known hitherto onh from a 
Hebrew seal.* It is a variant of the names 'xmw. !W. %t5f > 

mp. xi v. 

Line + Nerivahu (Nenahl — ibis name is known from 
the Bible and from Hebrew seats * In this period, the 
Bible mentions Nenah s^in of Mahtckh (lei > 1 - 

Se an ahn — this is a new name, but the re adin g seems 
certain. At first, 1 read a t*i for the 'min tiitna&L since 
ihe other dyil« aie written with two curved lines, and 
there is no si might line on the nghi im lmmg slightK to 
t f (r left as in the bet However, tnv original assumption 
,hai the descending line nf the M '-as erased not 
hkdv suite the distaiue between this hue and the next is 
small and the tops of the letters in the ne*. lure are ah 
clear* 
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Pt*4 * It** "‘MM”" 4 ?*" 

\* *\> f *hu bit >1 F ** 1H V* ^ , 4 abt cf 

W* fit* ¥*/*»*! \rnt '4 •hr fr '* ’ ' ' ‘ y^'yjhu (hr* 
r hr *htt**rt and mar flats* w f ^ 

7, U»»i« °d^Cd™' 

/mui* Raga /Jin# Jii lf " 4,V Y7 ^ j rhr frame* 

ihr Jin* \mwA *hr fr* 1 v j 

IlHy-Hti ihn* *,. Wwif-h,, I0IM «* f '™**^ hu 

”'-.* ™..*": 'v,r«J 

|#wi, nfi-l (file l* jyjprpnrriff#y rh* mifciflinff 

CtiCd. i.' jIj ij I* 1 


I,hi# 1 Ain,,nr. ... w kn<* AhikOT 

wm of HiImjpJmm, one of ftialah * ntinlMdi'* ^ 1|r IMI 1 

, H MM*nrly ,.i. iwiltatff.. VM (rtmiliir ffi vrW m »hp 

’>-n jij ji.i frtJMia?, ,<nrl f/ Hifh iMrn a* QT?™ Mm* 
tain ter'* Kliakim, frpiTT Jrliriiakim, 0T H ),n - * plfl 

ifrfTF* fakimyaftiii 

Ibimta'yahit fhk name afwi ftpf*Jiri iri fnKiipnon 

77 7. 4i nef u*rf (fine 


I (nr 9 I ikIuini i hin natnr i* known in ibc Kiblr one 
of ihr anna of NaJn-r (fien Tl '24>. If a(ld M* apprafinre at 
rite fMfl fif (ihe Mima idly i* *ni|iriiing I'rnf, II Ma/ar 
ilirw nn an cm Finn u> the poiiibifity rfiai wr have before 
him an Huiiinip of revival Of an bait names. a* in (fie 

of (he name Karan, which appear* only in CJenesi* 

II afi * r. and in I Chroniilrs WM 


l ine 7 V'eda vahu a biblical name (Jedarah) known 
especially a* (he nanir of a (iohanitt family . 11 

line K Krtnarvahu (women of rhi* name (GetfUtriah) 
air known finm (he Bible, both of (hem from ihis 
fieri ml; onr lived during Jehoiakims reign, and the 

other in /erlrkiMh'* N 


l ine W, In this line, (no, rheie wti only one name, as rrt 
the previous three tines All (hat remain* of it is the 
ending yahu, 

Line 10, There is no doubt ibai the word nas, meaning 
"pmdurr. (rain", i. nv«nr Thi. word it known in 
Arcadian IrMn), and in A rain*,i intrnpliom 11 Elephan- 
tiiir It I. a ton nn# irrm fo, “gram'.'* In ,h f Bible 
™‘ ■fP" r * '* nl ' ™« - HU -»S, ',hf produc# 
'X *!! «p!aiwd tn ihr rmunuaum ,, wof| 
” "' r ,m " of ,h * ^ "« Ca^an" (Jmh s . 

Out it would appear that the !a»t I,nr tonrainrd ,hr 
total amount of thr |,„. wh,rh wheat wai called^ Z 
mote general name ^ai 'graj n ' \ n ,k„ kn , , 

—-.riai-tftSv? 

MftssssnS*? 

tme of <he M n more horirontal and .ho^ d ."'” ldl "ft 
miter plaeei, and the top of the 


d , v end,t,j( ittie <A the r„ti ,s uraightee and d.*^, 

,hr left «* "* ,he “PF*! P an of ■I'o letter. ™ 

lhJ Sifiu fhe m«i ditfcuh problem p,^ 

ott rat on it the interpretation of the „gnt appear,,/^ 
rhr md of row and an the Iasi line. “* 

Urrr earh of (he names, only <mc Slg n appears e* t 
,j t „ t he fa nr name fline 2) and in the ia« b nei wher ^ 
additional ii*n and a rerlieai stroke appear r, 
would that the additional sign at the begi„ njn " 

at die end represents the measuCCa and the r „, 
ugns reprefent the amount The heavy vertita) strfA> 
differ rhr for the measure apparently belong Uj 
girn.larJy to rhe vertical line after the bet in the 
nsima (Inscription* 15; 2:2- 3:2; etc,)p which & ,l 
ahbfevialbn of ihe bath measure. 

Apparently the same measure was meant in both Ime } 
and line H>. even though die sign (a) looks a huit 
different as wrirteri by two different scribes. The sign a 
composed of a curved line and a stroke to ii s rij^hi which 
is vertical in the upper sign and horizontal in the | 0Wft 
fine, A similar sign appears in the papyrus from Wadi 
Muiabba'ar. in the form of a curved line and a slamrng 
line in tenet ting ir r IT Milik suggests interpreting this sign 
Ai rhe seah measure, that is, a third of the bath 
(ephah), IH His only reason is the difference between this 
sign and the one appearing in the “barley” ostracon from 
Samaria, interpreted by some as the sign for the ephah g 
As a matter of fact, there are no data justifying ihi* 
interpretation of the L-shaped sign from Samaria. Since 
it appears that (he sign from Arad represents the ephah, 
as we shall see immediately, ihere is no reason not to 
suppose that the sign from Samaria represents the 
smaller measure, the seah .* 0 
This hypothesis depends principally on the numeral 
(b) appearing five times in this ostracon. In contrast to 
the resi of the numbers, this sign cannot be interpret 
by rom pari son to regular hieratic numerals. This sign 
appears also in other ostraca (Inscriptions 18:5; 33 : 3 , 
42:1,2 and 83:3). 

In Inscription Iff, this sign appears next !o another 
sign interpreted as the homer (cor) measure by compari¬ 
son to Inscription 1:7. The measure nearest the homer 
measure is the lethech, which is half a homer or five 
ephahs/' Wc may thus suppose that instead of the 
number five, the sign for the lethech measure was 
written, and (hus the basic measure musl he the ephah. 

I he rest of the signs are similar to the regular hieratic 
numerals. Sign (c) (line 3) is the number 8 ” Sign (e) 
ihne\ M |f>) i% number 6 , and uid. fnicriptioti 25:3"’ 
h'gn fd) (line 5 P actually written ar the end of line 'fib ■* 
^er, blurred In (he preliminary publication, we conn- 
pared n to the sign in line f}. but now it seems to ws tbai 
' rsr are rwn different signs I he upper dot appear* to 
r a smudge, and not part of the sign; thus this is (he 
hieratic number ?.*< 

Ihr grand total of the*e number* is 46. The roi-if 
Mrir?rn helow con fists of two signs. The firsi 
^mindt M e it \ ,^ r hieratic sign for 46.** and we have 
* iriffl. wi-j, that ihr second sign is ihe hieratk ntim frt 
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In comparison to the lists of grain r a lions from Ugaril 
and tlcphaniine, 57 (his ostracon appears to be a list of 
wheat apportioned to the people whose names are 

enumerated on it. 


1 YuL F.m. MM. I. cob, 177-78 (Hcb.); and t-ii the wal impre**ion* 
from Jericho (Vwtiooi, Sijiift, 18+). 

2 TTm proposal was pul lo fflir fev Prof. Mai at- 
3, 1>i nn per, tjco.sH?ni, p, 49. 

-1 l r wt. £nc, MM. V, rots 8l7ff. (Hdi ) 
r i Di ringer, /^rtitoni, p. 190, 

r, A Rn fen berg, PEQ 74 (194$), p 109: Moscali. LV^# 0 * P M 
- Vid ElK tfibi VI. cob. 112-13, t24ff. (Heb.). 

3. Frx. MM V. col. 92ft (Heb-k and i-ii Vamoni. %iUi, 210. 

4 This re-ading uas suggciied by £. Peufh, and tnd- l^maire. Chfnara, 

p. 340 

K' l'id. Koehtei-Baumgartner, Linricim. p. 663- 
U £nc MM. I. rot. 221 (Heb-k and ™t VaiHoni, Stffitfi, 210 
12. Fur MM. II.. cob. 474-75 (Heb.k 

13 Ftu" MM. III. cols 470-71 (Hcb.k and vu± Vatliooi, SigiUi. 49 

14 Eru. fciW. II, col. 5$7 fHtb,). 

t->- Jcan-HoftijEet, tJicfiimFwiiirr. p. 202. 

I h T-'iil Koehler-Baumganner. lawiedn, p. 674, 

IT SfuiflUfl'iic p 98, PI XXVI11B. 

1ft IW., p 97 I accepted his suggestion in ihn ptrBmintn p«btica- 
uon nt Ihti ostracon. vut. BAS0* 197 (1970). p 37 and Ex tend 

IX (1969), p. 18 (Heb.j. 

19 I'ni [Vfringer. /KTinflU, pp. 7If.; Mcmali, I cfngni^t, pp 3i-39 

20 lr vcrni to mf (hal the irUerpreiatkwi of (he numeral al Samaria a* 


IS or 9 i* incotmen The sign »■ cmnpnwd o* * l<wg slant mg line 
and IWri ihcirt lines it n clear tb»l ihb i* the bierati- skgn Iw 

l he number 300, and <f Mol In, H*er PliJ. No 634 ntui vut above, 
Insr nptiofi 2:4 Thui tbete ii ink longer arts doubt lhai ihe 
l.-shaped sign berween S” 1 !?® 1 ■'Ikarlek" and “SWXT » nett pan of ihe 
number, bill i* a *.lgn fm ihe mratufe Htus it i» ]H«.*ibte lo 
■uggcs .1 (be following leading fm the owrwron from Senwria 
JIVJ P’WD D'-Krr “300 »eah* of barlev" 

2t £,»* inW |V, errf iHeh ) (However, (be *igo In quertkm bean 
a rnaried reaembltance to the hienuk fot Igv pt i*n » ' poriwjei 

allolmrnt" AFRlj 

22 Cf MsViler. Hter W. No 621 

23 The writing (here n idenliral !» the itgn m hue 10. and ihe *ign m 
line 9 is wNiicn thghrly eUAcrvalfr VSe have i. . lemrfnher rhal ihr 
jiiu M*ell and ill i«nrt were wriiten by iwn rhBeteni hand* 

24 Cf XUMer. liter M„ No 620 

25 In the pretiimnary pubtkation, we inter premt u ai SO. m 
comparuoo with one of the owtaca from Mrtuul Haabavrahu {vii. 
Ertbr ienti IX (19691. p Iftl Now 1 C appear* to me (hai ihe tmall 
htrtiinniaJ hoc atv> l^eloiig* (O ihe number (and t* nrt a (rite of 
earlier writing:), and U O u*ed lo emend ihe darned line irval.ing U 
appear wraighlrr. ii hebc* ihe ruimhei 40 

$ti Umatrr (OstW*. pp 342tf IH. pp 201 20Ji MJggnti mterprei 
mg ihe sign <b> a* (he ephah meature. and ihr *jgn of (he i«*l as 
the cm He give* no irnerpretilKHI foi the ihree remaining wgn* 
(c, d. el. whetein he* tuggrttkin fail*: three difletent ngns ranrKM 
add up to five ephah?. o m neceWtarv hw hi* supposed total of a 
cor CIO ephahih 

27 CH VnoHeiud. Ij *rtal d't'gani II. W7. p 1*5; A tapwles 
Stawsic Popwt «/ nV Ftpb <'-r%t*n SC. Os ford l9fS. pp 3-7: 
li-maire, (Vwc pp 339. 343 fM. pp SUI-?ftS 
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nqifl (irfll i-a win'll t ^ 

On th* ilffcfh of (he month |N«*r |ans«h 

I’bii rwiiinon 4 rfiric* fmrn die wiir i«»rn when* JnHtnp- 
iiuim 'll ... ,oi.l *raf* of Elkobib {JnH'iprfctfia 105 


' V 




f ' T , 

M .- jj 

' Vv>i - . ^ 

* lErtf,,' . . A <* f\ 


f i «,, .wo “>' h ‘annared thoulder,. M w 

tr^edwr ,n,o IwO large p,*r«. one of whitK * 
'" ln * r, P' , " n 3I ' b “‘ n ° “ n,m K »» p, t 

„,vrd on ,*■ <>" ^ Hfcu,ld P’t, Ce - ' C ™ ini “f Knpt 
r,m«. n diHeren. direcnom « d^ero.bfc. Th u> * 
fJrat rha , the pr«« of the broken jars were used (,„ 

wnlinx trvr.ri Ml™ a and wer f ,<rrlaml > wr ««™ on th. 

r only one line ri legible here. r,eur the shouts 
t he script is upside-down on the jar; but in anv ca* „ B 
llf „ that we have before us several nstrara wrium 
fr^ments jars, and n™ on* inscription written on , V 

1 | ho line of script includes a date and place name. At 
rn tnott of the strata, only the day of the month i* 
„v. n I he number 8 is written using the hieratic 
numeral 5 plus ihree strokes. Near the end of the Bite, 
the letters row are dear, thus the completion norq^m] 
[Ha&aHsusah wins certain. This place was mentioned 
in ihc Bible tn the list of the cities of the tribe of Simeon 
Haifar-ausah in Joshua 19:5 and Hazar-susim in j 
Chmnklrs 4:31. It is written m plcne writing with mw , 
a5 ,n [he Bible. Between (he words ttTrnb and nme, there 
is room for the three letters of (he word Hh, but there is 
no room for an additional letter, such as mm or 
Ar the end of the line, traces of another letter are 
preserved, probably a kaph. I here is no way of knowing 
what the subject of the ostracon was, whether a consign¬ 
ment received from Hazar-stisah, as in Inscription 25, or 
a consignment meant for this place. 

The site of Hazar-susah is unknown, Albright sug¬ 
gested identifying it with Kh, Abu Susein, southeast of 
Tefl el-Far'ah, 1 but this is too far from Arad, and as such 
this inscription does not support Albright's identification. 
However, it is now clear that this town existed until the 
end of the Monarchy, The cjucslion remains, why do 
Madmaitnah and Sansannah iin Joshua 15:31 take the 
place of Beth-marcaboth and Hazar-susah given in the 
fists of Joshua 19:5 and I Chronicles 4:31? Perhaps these 
changes were made because of the similarity between 
Saitsannah and (Hazar-jsusah? 2 


] W F Albright, ffOS i (19*24), p. 157 
7 A. All. P/fl 28 {193)}. p. 1&. 
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Wheat <seats) 
nekat 53 and wheat 

Wheat (iethech) 

And wheat 

Whleac £se*h) 

And wh|ea]t 
Whjeat 

I fm ostracon was found in the western branch of the 
storehouse iri Stratum V11 and it contains remains of 
eight lines of script The script is well preserved on the 
shp. bur in many places (he slip has peeled, and with ir 

ihe writing. 

From the repetition of the word "wheat", it is clear 
ihat this ostracon, too, comprised a list of amounts ol 
grain, as in the previous ostracon, 

The word Ot?n is clear in lines 1, 2, and 3, and it is 
possible to reconstruct it from the remnants of script in 
fines 4 , 6 , 7, and 8 . Not as in the preceding ostracon, the 
word "wheat” here is repeated in each entry, In line I, it 
is noi a title, as can be seen from Ehe remains of (he sign 
after it. The copulative uwit, appears before Dfafi in lines 
2. 4, and 7, 

All the Test of the signs preserved are measure* and 
numbers. In line 3 there appears the same sign that 
occurred five times in the previous ostracon as well as in 
01 her QStraca, We interpreted it as the half-homeT, that is 
5 ephahs — a measure also known as ihe tetherh. After 
i( comes it faded bfl. Perhaps this is an additional variant 
of the sign for rphah (cf. Inscription 31:2, 10), or the 
bath, a liquid measure equal to the ephah. 

In lines 3 and b the L-shaped sign appears which 
reminded us of the sign in the "barley'’ osSravtm from 
Samaria, and which we interpreted as the sign for the 
seah measure (Inscription 31). 

In line 2 comes the sign for the Egyptian ArAni, and cf. 
Inscriptions 25 and 34, After it conics the number 5 with 
three additional dots, i,r.: 50+3-55 hefcoti (ntd, above. 
Inscription 25. note 3), 

t fins, this ostracon is a list of amounts of wheat, some 
in Hebrew iiieii*ures (rphah, seah) and some in an 
Egyptian measure (Mbit). Since no personal or place 
names were preserved, it would seem that ibis is an 
inventory list of the storehouse made hy a Hebrew 
V'n hr. similar to the next ostracon written! hv an 
Egyptian scribe. 
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Right column 
H$kai 90? 

Hekat 307 

Hekai TOO wheat (?) 

Hakat SO (wheat'?} 

Hekat SO (wheat?) 

Wine (?} pot 
Barfey 50 fftotafy 
H&kat 

isft ceriumn 

*te*af10baflay(?) 50+?5 
Hekai TO wheat (?) 

Wefraf 10 (wheat'?) 

10 (wheat?) 

Hekat 2Q wheat (?) 

Win# (?) poi 

Barley (?) 50 (haksf) 

Barley (?) pot 

Hiiv was found in ihv lame room with ihc 

\ r ** * eaU tif J* Na^hib flnar rimioni No. 1(15-107), ihc 
™ r m,rif ° n (No. 30), and I him 1 1 1 >i ion 32. 

If rrxt contain* rwo loliimii* of hieratic iigm* 
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Tc.y:n. who wrote the pi eliminate publication, assumed 
r ;J :he*e columns arc arranged in now*, and that a third 
,i u mn conuinng personal names is mining on the 
t hi ^eithei of these assumptions appeal appropriate 
me The right edge of the natracon is cm in a straight 
Ime. +nd The signs begin m a set and uniform distance 
>m ihts margin Thus there is no reason to assume that 
the owriCMi had more rext on the right In addition, the 
:»o t-olanm* are onh approximately arranged opposite 
each other Yeivin missed the single stroke remaining of 
line 5 its the lefr-hand column, supposing it m he a 
L«mtinu»tion of ihe number I from line 4 . If so. this 
would he three times longer than the resi of the 
numeral# I: and anyway the lines do noi connect in a 
straight line Thus we must regard each column sepa 
ratdv, and it would appear that the script commences 
with the present right-hand column. 

In contrast to the Hebrew oxtraca, which contain 
hieratic number* and perhaps some hieratic signs, this 
osinicon is composed completely in hieratic. T he signs 
are well-written, and the complete mastery of the hieratic 
leads one to suppose that it was written by an Egyptian 
scribe, This would also explain the differences he!ween 
the form of (he numerals in this and in the Hebrew 
ostraca, such as the 3 written with the lines connected 
and lhe right stroke longer, and especially the clumsily 
and overlarge writing of the numeral 6 in the Hebrew 
ostraca (Inscriptions 25:3; 31:9). 

There is actually no doubt as to the interpretation of 
the signs for the measures and the numerals, according 
to Veivim's proposal. Nine roves begin with the hfk^i sign, 
the standard grain measure 5 After the Artal sign there is 
always a number: five times (he number 1 , and one time 
each the numbers 2, 3, 5, 6, 10, and perhaps 9, s 


However a* wr have seen above dti* mptton* 23, tune 
31 these munbm rrpirsem lens and not unit# when 
\hc\ come after the Mat measure 

\bei the numhei nimo a hieiaiti sign wh« h uttdouh 
tedh represents the commodity. In two i aves after this 
sign there is an additional sign (mw» 3 and II) Its 
meaning is clear tti line \ 1 ihese ate the signs fm I 2 
and l 4 hshm ’ C’timing diet the lefcrtt sign, the* refer to 
the basin unit of IOO. and thus represent respectively 50 
Oft) and 23 (111 k*tuu' Therefore, row I \ t ontami the 
following entry: 

'HAni 1 commodity 12+3 T. i.e . Hr*«t 10 com mod 
iiy 50 + 25", 

Ihe Iasi sign in Imr 5, in ronttaxt. is neither a numrial 
noi a fraction . 11 Perhaps the type of commodity is written 
in this line by iwo signs 

Five rows commence hy listing I hr com mod Him with 
out the sign for the Atffcflf preceding them In the 
right-hand column, the beginning of each entry is 
written directly below the previous one, and in line* ? 
and H the signs for ihc commodity are written directly 
below and above the fcriaf signs m (hr preceding and 
following line* By contrast, in the left-hand column, the 
scribe kept the signs for the com mod me* in, a straight 
vertical line, and thus moved the beginnings of lines 
16-18 to ihc left. 

In these five lines, the quantity is given only after (he 
sign of the commodity. In linen 8 and 17, the sign of the 
1/2 Atftaf reappears, i.e , 50. In rows 7. 16. and 18 there 
is another sign, and Yeivin s suggestion that this is a pot 
is accepiable . 7 

Whereas the measures and numbers are fairly certain, 
the interpretation of the signs for the commodities is nor. 
since there is verv little epigraphtc material from this 









* Two of Yctvto* 

per to “**??*,wh U f>te*™ in: “I" ^ 
are probafok *'* * ' MS | r „! fhc W(jn f° r 
<*l n. II. iv \m » r^^r’ A, »v «re. The 
f« r * '‘hattey from r * 1 I tfraJF1 Mis meanr. 

VM measurr *howt ,J ‘ mf ' ' f , a shortened 

tow- tom ..< ■*-' T • ,r^. ,*, comrnodilv 

rsarfiptr frf ihh ittrm In > f jj, c fc^oi-' 1 

appear* will* rf,r u,t (h * •*' prcrjCKJfi of rhe 

There. real b»» *<>’ tJZZ^Zr.i the 

-Ithrr (*AO VrJvni ^ »«ff 1 af «ptable In 

ogf. «) tUne* I. IB. <*> * *”"™ t U * "* " h P (h . e fci* 

all ihfrr «asr», rlus «ffn appears ,iJ J(« tlw w ,, rh rh c 

♦jgn I rue, mice rhr sign (f) (barley > »Pf . 

Jit .,*n (hr, IN. and the *ame «*» W"* “ 

c*.. ih, w- ® j K n ii- n» ™ 7^7:: 

th,- »,»«< lll..r. H. IH) I hr -r ( l«ra»»l » ‘l , , m c- 
M ,.h Ihr Mrf mr-nuv- -»d *'<b <1* P" 

«*„ H..r II <l„r» M,,r ™» liUPjf -!>■" fa[ " r '" ftC . r 

... rre. Ik- wr.tirn w,lh .hr to* mewure and 

rlui" rlrr winr <1 «>ur inlrrf.frlanmi <.f sign Ml. u 
,,„,r,i » ..Iw.in lined W.rh rhe pot sign rwl ‘ ™ e 

nndn dim union (ls.i t ■>[']’<■•" mgeilirs ml" 1 u ’ 
hrktti sign. .mil apparency rlir fhirsJ sign (a), too, - if the 
rraiding of rhr numeral 9 is correct. Thus it would 
appeal ih,ir rltr rhrer signs arc different type* of grain. 
We suggest iiitrrprrling ■agts (c) as wheat only because il 
appeals rlner times and in considerable quantities fifth 
hthat in line Ij From the other ustrara, it is clear that 
wheal was one of the rh.i ran eristic commodities stored at 
A trad. 

In four rows, only the htkal measure and a number 
appear, without naming ihe commodity. It can be 
supposed that rhr same commodity which appeared in 
the row above it was meant The scribe was inconsistent 
in this matter, too: sometimes he repeated the name of 
the lommodiu. and sometimes he wrote only a number 
without repeating the name of the commodity (rows S, 6, 
IS, 14). 

Even though die types of commodities named are 
doubtful, the general foment of the ostraca is clear. It is 
a hti of quantities of various commodities (types of grain 
and wine?) listed in columns bv m Egyptian stribe. 
There ts no basis for Ycmn's proposal that ibis was a 
nutation of supplies to Egyptian mercenaries. Recon- 
smiciion of an additional column with personal names 
hai nothing to commend it: and even if w e had 
information on Egyptian mercenaries at Arad, ii is not 
dear whv then supplies should be li«cd in Egyptian 
Ihe Kittiyim, at anv rate, received their supplies at Arad 
bv presenting Hebrew ostraca. 

\nmher interpretation would seem to hit closer to 
home, mx ihjr an inventory of the Arad storehouse was 
made by F.gvpium clerks, who counted and weighed the 
com modules and dirtared each enfry ro the scnl M | b.s 
»..uM e,p|„ n whv (he iteim .tit l.virrf i„ „w un)n , Wlt| 
no orir ,^ cowwn. ami lunhm d«a,k '> 

A(rr,wa,^ ,h c „ rlU would have «, hi.avhih', „f lt „. 
and rompuirrf .he imalv of ra<h .,.mmml,r v | MVIB . 
original l,v behind. \ nn.it., iwrmorv No 


Hron-w . • !,<• ,s .ipparcnilv Inwription M p 
l,a, avc. I'» a Krito awMiied an rgypian a 

„ .old anount for rhe rananre of Hebrew and 

fhus we are led to an important historical t 
Ibis osrmon was bnmd in thai pari of 
which was destroyed by an enemy, [, V H 

rhercftnp. rhi-u the fortress was conquered by r h e r^' 
nans. Since it bad been possible (o niak e i6l 
n sen tors of the storehouses, it would appear if, ^ 
burros fell without a Struggle, and was b U r ni 0n] * ^ 
Egyptians look what they wanted from the supJ ^ 

11 seems to me that historically, only one time * 
have been appropriate to such an event; ihe veaTS 
HC.F... when Josiah died at Megiddo and hij ^ 
Jehoiakim was put on the throne by Pharaoh 
Che Egvpiians dominated the country at that tim? 't 
toiler ted a heavy tribute from Jehoiakim (2 Kgs 23 3^ 
Chr 31:3). Punitive forces may have been sem at tb ’ 
lime to the various Negeb fortresses — always a soa w 
of annoyance to the Egyptians — which were desiruvj 
■jfrer cornmandeeiing their supplies. This also a j 
with the rest of tfie data. The destruction of Strain V[| 
and VI are dose in time to one another, and the lao* 
officer. Eliashib, son of Eshiyahu, returned to Arad \\» 
have seen that Arad VI was evidently destroyed in iht 
third year of Zedekiah's reign (595 H.C.E.] and idl 
before an Edomite at tack (uid. above, p, 40), 7-^ 
accords well with rhe supposition that Arad VIf fell m 
609 to the Egyptians, arid fid. below. Inscription SB. 

Even though the list is not complete, it is of interest ; fl 
total up the quantities of the various commodities listed. 
According to our reading, they are as follows: 

Wheat — 260 hekai (about 1250 kg.); 

Bariev — 165 htkai (about 900 kg.)-H pot; 

Other grains — 120 hekat (about 550 kg.); 

Wine — 2 pots. 


I. Otte ranntH assume, jtisr because the sherd IS broken Here. Iliai ihe 
two lines rail l>e plated rloser logethor as one line. The 
grjph shows i hr o?l racyn glued logeiher as il was befnif^ hemp 

broken. 

2 Via A Ciardinrf t./ryptian Craifunerr 1 , Ltmdon ]9tib, pp. 157'®- 
5 The hrsr sign m row 2 is rriean-l This sign is very faded., bill bh« 
similar ro ibe sign in row 4, 12 r and 15 ft), as Veivin (houghi Thu 
sign is in line with rhe nurncrals, and only I lie rurmbci 9 i s 
fKMSible, hji ifig a tr»ng moke slanling in ihe right, tdd — Moller, 
Hu* JRnJL. No. 622. 

* M-rllirr. tfn-r KJ N, rt . 70K.TQ9, 

A ( rardiner. vp f ,t . p | 

11 Vriun siiggesls 1 i wuli mu dfKrunvnUlion. 

VhiJSrr I l/irr l-’ai . Sr, hfMij. hits (In earlier esanipk*. 

K v td Veivin, tip. nl. p 154. 

' J Mrifler Hi*f PtsJ Nr, 292 M Yeivin noted. *t Nave no txua^ 

ff -rn I hr ! WfiltV -iSlMh H> na*IV. 

■ f '«dirw .1 (If. M4.4. as propped hy Prof Sarah 

11 f hn sign It Hear in line lfi r rno, in «*)«** U> Vdvm'i 

J ,'h, 

1 ^ Vrtv,n nnerprnH thK sign at 1/4. Ixni ihrre t* fhrlr a«m»l*m> '4 
vrf, " rr tiiir IV No 070) Affording in its plarr in lhe<«>lu» nrj l 
Sf ■* J a HNfrHrflrfs mil rust hi nurnher w 

1 ' Vnsm ha no w>JiHHrti f fft iihf'v "inmiili® able pet Mlsreririe^ - 

nt. p J5g 
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aw 
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aa invyoj .4 


ghalium son of Ahi'-eya) 
Gemaryabu son of... 



Xhi' ostracon was found unstratified. According to its 

senpt. it lielongs to Stratum VII. 

Line 1 - Even though the two letters are unclear, it would 
appear Thai ibis is (he component “Ah” in such names as 
Joab and Abihu. 

Line 2 If the leading abpti, sAm, and yod is correct, this 
would appear to be the beginning of [he name Eshiyahu, 

wd. Inscription 1 ?:S. 

Line 3 Shallum — a common biblical name, f.g. 
Maaseiah son of Shallum (Jer 35:4), Shallum the son of 


Korr, the povtiu (1 Chr d Ml), und ihe husband o| the 
prophetess Hnldah (I K^s 22 I 4, 2 Chi 34 22), and u o 
also known from Hebrew seals, 1 ( he name appears in 
the royal families ol Israel (2 kg* IVH 13) ami Judah, 
where il is the firsr name of jehoafiai son ol Jmiah (Jet 
22; I I I Chi 3:15) 

AhiVval — a hitherto unknown name composed of the 
elements “Ah/Ahi", and "Eyal" - strength. f 

t Miman, ( 'tpigtapn. pp tm,. M. Ht M'V V.iiimni Si^Wfi r »H. tSn. 171 
147. 

2 Kurhlrr Bau tngirtner, tfnwan, p 17 IfmaiiT IH p ftM, »u|inr*o 
ihr rnduig V)(Mj: urtestrd in thr Bibtr, Ahfetm It \»m 21 11. 2 
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Inscription 36 


,1 


i]rrpanj '[a 

ni»na 

U H 

.2 




.3 

WNUh 


lmjjn 

-4 




-3 

i 

v 


,6 

s 

n 


.7 




S 




.9 




,10 


Ben N&hemyahu 
Hananyahu 

1 \ 
5 

This nstr&con was found in a room from Stratum VH 
near the western wall, and it contains ven, faded remains 
of at least If) raws of script. From the lltile that is legible, 
it appears (hat this is a list of names and numbers. 

I he only decipherable namei are Nehemyahu in fine 
fid Inscription 313. and Hananvahu in line 4, cud 
Inst ription 3:3 In fines 6 and 7, it is possible to make 
oi.ii dii' numbers I and 5, 



1 



*’*»■•*»/* e 

N't 
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Intrripfion J7 



n * ""* con ““ '"'"’J in -he •**„» wine of the 

£T T !i " 3 " nM * htnl “ irh «*" "I “"„™ (ln 

h ' M, 7 ‘ hr “"""ft Ihr inside it 10 faded * u.. 

z«;:; nt ^ - *• «««*£ .« m£ 

preserved. and (hirer rows of wniinc a™* r i,<., 

.. . . 

. . .- 
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Mm oK m mJ „ |j„ u§ 7M( i, K lulling InmipHiMi -T 


^arfipM $$ 


V J 

\ ^w.T* i 11 





lin 

cyan 

.1 

\\m 

imtcbsrtP 

.1 

ya irtnttl. 



(*ji -ta s»*f 

| i 13 yaur 

.4 

1 t u 

i aitnbw n 

,1 

3 ym 

*1 pn 

■A 

1 1»tT 

1 ^ 

,7 




V V*\**1?« 

tf W&W 

*v ,>** 

v*3t 


Hakkos 

Shu 1 a I »on(!) Of H&na[n 
Gemaryahu son of.. 

Sheba son of... 1 
son of Eli ash ib 1 
Hanan 2 
Zajkkur i 

The ostracart was found on the western slope outside the 

waits. According co the script, ii belongs to Stratum VII. 
]i contains a list of names and numbers. 

Line 1. Hakkos — an unusual and unknown name, hut 
there is no doubt of the reading of the letters is a 
email night bird 11 This name is one of many taken from 
animal names, some of them unusual animals — such as 
grasshopper din) and flea t«ino>. ? As to prefixing (he 
definite article he to the name, cf. TP& “the thorn" - 5 

Line 2 . There is no doubt as to the reading of the 
preserved letters: "jnrtfrw". but this combination gives 
no sensible name, Thus we believe that the scribe made a 
mistake, and wrote an ideph instead of a Aet. In most of 
the lines, the word p ""son of" appears, written hastily, 
and i'id. especially line 3. Making this coercelion, we read 
lwc> likely names: 

Shu'al — this name, also an animat name (“fox >, 
appears in the Bible among the families of the trilic of 
Asher (1 Chr 7:SI> r and is also known from Hebrew 
seals ^ Only [he first two letters of the second name were 


preserved, in. which should probably be t wnplrted ah lin 
Hunan, ot a* a name beginning with thi* base, like 
Hananyahit (and turf line 6), 

Line 3. Gemaryahu this name il«i appears m 
Lllicription 3I:S, and turf. there 

Line 4 Sheha — vut 2 Sam 20:111 t l t hr 3:13 

Line 5 Lliasbib — cud Inscription I I 

Line fi. I Lilian — it would appeal that the short name 
Hanan wav meant, known from the Bible and Hebrew 
seals ■ In the period under discutttcin, therr lord a man 
by the name of Han Jin son of Igilahah (Jei 33 4|. Lven 
though this name is near the edge of lbe met at on, it 
would srem to be c imiplete. and there are rm remains of 
additional letters before the bet 

Line 7. Onfy the letters kaf and rrsA and after them the 
number 1 are preserved, since the rest of the hors 
appear io be complete, at least at the beginning of each, 
it seems that only a small bit of the corner of thr 
over aeon is missing. Thus, the most reasonable comple¬ 
tion is the name Zakkur, known from the Bihle and 
othei inscripcions.* 

I Knehler Bauntfarmr». litm p 421V 
f Sank JfanMMmffMa, pp 22"f 
5 ktn+ilTT --Baumgarmri, Ijwtrtnt. J* AM 

4 Hittnuei, tgniifflt. p 2SMI. Vaiiavti. SiftHc 41, 

5 fW Mt 111. ini 2t* (HA.1 

6 F-« Mi I I vtife. tHeb) 
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inwtipittm V* 


VTW* p 0-11 
myrr? p mjjfjjv 
ima'iji u afovn 
nny~n jj anm 
fllJJTV p 
nn P in’ 

*r p irr 

Wd 


rrr*r&* J3 s' 5 

,1 

ijTijbn a vrVW 

I 

* * * — 
WW3.1J 13 0^73 

3 

33 nfiJB 

A 

irrsini' J3 irr^po 

.1 

TtK 33 in* 

* 

B 33 Utf 

-7 

wifffl 

.6 


>* * tyt'* % ?y'~ 

\*J4* <*?' ^ 

V* .1%+ A* 


*<? 


ifi*m p inurft* 
n5rr p awtm 
’man 


mnn^ i3f!i 
imj3 33 ifWW .* 

nbr\ 33 3 »wt» .io 

tm3k ,11 


Aprfnm ton of YequrTryahu 
SPinmA yahm *on ol M«HNiyiihi,i 
Methyl lent ion of Nftdflhyftlio 
Tan hum ion of VedaVahu 
Qm alyabin non of Y»mcJ» - ywhm 
yah u «wi Of Afn 
value ton of 5 ho 
ma'yMhu 

Iht Mrivrv 

Vn'/flnyahu son of Biwtayalhu 
Yaho ab ion of Haldftl 
AMhai 


It h[i oitriion was found on the western slope outside 
the wills A< cording to ns strips ii belongs to Stratum 

VII. 

I he oat neon contains a liar of names only, Aside from 
the broken trppei right hand comer. the oslraton ii 
whole, even at the bottom where the letters reach the 
Irrv rdptr — as is clear from the three ]inei written on 
the reverse side t he letters are crowded, and (he rows 
do nt* begin in a straight line, but conform to the edge 
of the sherd. B 

The list contained the names of II) people [Vine of 
thein are given together with the patronymic, while the 
tenth stands alone Cndemeath the Iasi row, there are 
tracei of writing which appear to he remains of an 
earlier rlocumem (pa)imp*e*if. 

L-nr I OnlKhr li .1 r« n | r „„, „f rhf B „, 

“* *" d -«■ the bnk. t ,Z Z r 

contained ^r or two letters at most I hus n „ otnuM* 


p» *i*c i rf y 

r>r*Y'^ ! AK 

» Y>*/r 



Veqamyahu — the name is known from the Bible and 
from Hebrew seals. 5 fn the period under discussion, one 
of the sons of King Jdioiachin bore this name {Jekamiah 

1 Chr 3; 18), 


Line 2, Shema'yafui — uid Inscription 27:2. 

Malkiyahu — a common biblical name, popular ai 
Arad, and uid, inscription 24:13, 

Line 1. Meshullam — This name is known from Hebrew 
seais. It is a shortened form of the biblical name 
Meshdemiah. 1 

Ncdahvahu — the name is known from the Bible as 
ont ‘ of ,|le sons of Jehoiachin (Nedabiah, 1 Chr 3:IS) 1 
and is apparently incised on a shekel weight from 
Laclmh.* 


I ine 4. Fan hum — rhas name appears in Hebrew 
inscriptions. Its meaning is similar to Nahum. vvL 
In si option lb: fry and ^ form nnnin Tanhumelh 
appears in the liihJe (2 Kgs 25:23; Jer 40:8). 

^dayahu — vld Inscription 31:7. The same name 
reappears in the next line. 

Line 5, (Valyahu — vid Inscription H>:5- 

1 " u J * h| fln abbreviation of the common biblical 
name Ahiyabit ^AbiiahK 11 

IM ' X Shemayahu this name, continued from li nf 
7 ■« ime R. | la , alrwrfy appeared in line 2. 
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l ri f. n Ya'zatiyahu — the name is known from thr Bible 
].sa/aniah) and from Hebrew seals ’ 1 During the period 
j-vdet discussion, one of the Rechabites bore this name 
>r 35:3} and one ol the commanders of the soldiers 
;ha( came to Gedaiyahu at Mizpah (2 Kgs 25:23). 

Renavahu — a common name in the Bible, known also 
from Hebrew seals, 10 

l ine 10 Yehoab — In the Bible, only the shortened 
form of this name appears: Joab. M 
Heldai — vidL Inscription 27:5, 

Lme II- Abihai — this name is known from a Hebrew 

seal. 12 


1 Em iMM VI. IS {H«b,l (temalrp, III. p po^pfliwdi 

|Qi|4dlem enm-paong «i* h namev *< KrHfrmatv U *rti S' 1 ' 1'. 1 

Chran t:S\) mmI Kadititrl il,/ 1 «. Neh 1M l« II' W M H 

2 Km MM III. nil 7M (Hcb v Vaitnmi, W. 1W.N K^vi. 

i rthiiMn^i, Ihtumhu, j»jv 218-214; I p . k ' 

Vatihmi. %iHc W. !»; W. IW 
4 Y«i Km MM V, rtfe. Nv? !»Wt (HrtU 
S, Ibid txH. 7 m 

fi Vid V Ahartwii. it} IK (liHiflk p IW. *1*' "i Hebrew »» Tb** 

Hmtti&t n P tn. 

7 Maacatr pp V khai-om 

Kiitut, Smtetv imi wi 1962, Rome i«H. y ^2, ViMban 
I«7; SQ2. 

IS. Em MM 1, coll. 213 21?i (Hrb l 

*l IMct, 111, coli 41JU415 (Hrti h Vatiiofii, Siirib'- *L 241 
10, Knr MM. 11, cd» 162-263 

11 JMrf. Ill, rnfck 572-571 (Heb ) 

12 Dinnger. Jifrinsm, p ftnCi 



ln« rifMioti 3^1 m »ih in Inpfui IN 







-IU» I*rp)Tfm 0333 

UTTB 

ainana 1 ^ 3 ^ 

n»[*>3 ?wp} ^ .AT 
* 1 pi 3 ^ r-'lnK t*k *>« 
j>T tck ba rut] Sk 

■ a i'^wki! trtwi rsy 
1 1W 16] «*K 7 .TrtHto K 
; -B (*)o3n3arn Ptajprim. ot 
o-iva *]wV enm stk 
[iruaii f* itwi®t*li & tt 
t -nni kS] 3n3wr 1 mm 

f-w »a ib» vy > 

l»n )n n«rtV^ uj 

l -invp PH* l^ I wit njnn nw 


M»t l*^ ni» 1 
\rfrw ,a 
m ian$T&ttrata ^ 
nat iS^at ifaviwt .* 

j£k t^kSm I 
1 1 JTK Sk ,# 
iW’iKT.PIV 7 
jf 1KV3I7NU H « 

jrtninrjm.fcn * 
lVm L < lannjmK io 
)A.U )»I 1101TT .11 
waafawn*™ ia 
nvi'.aVw.im .1 u 
fn hft.n'tarb.ntaviM .14 
inm ltoK.rwwiK .11 


voor son 6 amar|yahu| and N«h«myahu gr*[«tl Mslkiyahu, I 
have b tossed [you to the Lor]d, and now. Your wuveni haa 
listened to what [you] have said, and I [have written) to my 
■rd |everything that) the man Jwa]nted, [and Eahiiyahii ca]ma 
irom you. and |no| one [gave it to] I hem. And behold you 
Knew [about the letter* from) Edom (that) I gave 10 [my| lord 
1 be+ore sun]eel And [E]fhi[yah|u etepi [at my house), and he 
asked for the letter, [but I didri t g()ve (it) The King of Judah 

should know [that w)e cannot send the |. and ihjte is the 

ev<i that Fdofm has done). 

[ he out raeon was found in a room in the center of rhe 
fortress, which was full of compartrHente and varfcntl 
n'Si. aflat ions — apparently used for the manufacture 
perfume * 1 This is an extremely interesting text, sent 
apparently by (he commander of a southern fortress to 
rhi main citadel at Arad Only about two-thirds of «■ 
loments were preserved, and in the preliminaiv publics- 
non. I didn’t attempt to complete the missing pans In a 
second article, I emended my first readings in several 
details, and now with some new readings, if » possible 10 
ret onsiruei most of the text- Some of ihe rompietiuns 
aie naturally guesses, hut it seems lo me that in «hr 
mam. the contents are clear enough from (he parts 
which were preserved 

The ostracon is whole in the upper parr and <«fl the 
righr side Thus the beginning of the letter and the 
beginnings of 3 5 lines are perfectly clear. J he left side is 

■ Prehirifttri publication- V Aharon. Thrrr Hebrew Osirara Uw 

Arad SASOtt 197 (1970), pp M«& ■ ■*'*' tn HdhTrW m £**h-pw«. 

9 «l9fi9). pp |5ff . V. Aharom. Hie “Neheimah' 0 *T*m ram 

Arari trrh l5T^l (2 <19751. PP W-W iHeb Inpt»«^ 

P itn. 


missing, aside hum a small sellout m (ht top whi. h w 
musrly illegible li appears that (his uppri Irti *ei lion ut 

the Iron was indeed the Ml hand rdge of the ostn.. 

suirr lit*- wolds make Ncnsi I Hus the uppt 1 width ol ihr 
Iron wai lil> mm and the bottom width ahnui 115 mm 
| In width ol iIn- sherd tlml was pirMovrd >s 11 nim 
above and HH rum below In the Nisi lutii lilies, alMiu* 
half ol eat h line is miMing (asnh horn suiglt leiteish 
and td rlu lemaming lines, mineillffig mmr than tiihbri 
of rath is tmssniig 

I here is another difficulty in rhal the ihrtd on wfilifi 

the Inter was written is a dark girv hag rue.. a pig 

with black vriii smudge* the Id^rk mi d.«*s not stand 

out on the dark .. and the Irirns in rows 

10-12 are rspr* ia)ly laded arid defat ed 

l ine 1 Your *n« I hen is no doubt as to ibr fending 
ol I hit word This opening shows that ibr men who 
wrote rhe letiet weie irl tnfrrior rank to the addiriser, 
and fur a similar opening <TJ3l vid tnwri|KiuA 21 

At we shall see )>elow, rh. addresser frl ihr fetiri was 
mie man alone, Malkiyahu. md a* such the plural suffn 
in 05 J 3 is surprising lr would appeal (hat Malkiyahu, 
similar to those who received insrtutfiom in Inscription 
24. repretentn the »uthorilv tti whom ihe *emkt t* 
subordinate I bus n seems th#i MaTkoahu we unr of 
the senior adnumstrarors ai Arad, apparenth the ttm 
tnander (the iff in the language of the Inter from 
Metad Hashawahu) 

Gemaryihu* — * popular name whwh has *\v> a|i 
peared in three previous agraa fliismpfKm* II «, !IM, 

18 3) . j 

Nehemvahti — this name, too. has already apfieared in 

Inscription 31 3 Ihe readmg, *nd Nehrmyahu 
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4*4 Ibt* 

a»g. gt 4tMthHV 4i? 

*, unlit teah '4 M< 


, lh* 
ihr f 


,,, % "" »*£; 
'„*«■'« « s : fL 
Z „.«* ■ wM " 


tend* * 


o; ; V*M f*** 0 *^ *** 

»■”- * ^ Z J .. *"**«» 

**\\*** ** "* \ ,# ' lt mSru*# *** kt * 

Ittmtifttamt I'f atm ^ '* . ^ , P f ifor atm#**** 

w.- h” m| ■• ^ ^r;r;: r ., ^ 

of ,p*re tm WtT,, ui%nh 4 rnt *iyii^ttui 

„M ui ttuf or <*« tom* ™ ,« mir pr«f**« r 

rrj ll'J< ’) Jim ■ fr|fl * ( 

tint tUt fat at *** wrirr™ J»T rw " P* * 

c- . «.*.rjKr,.^^ 

appeared Ifl Mw ptr*h»W J 

t h4vr Wwti y««t n» Mi/- r -M/l * hlt 

. ,. . ..** r:n: 2 ™ 

■n ■ ... «■«■. . '*' ,,,r * lH ' r,t " , 

... ... i, ' i, ';" [ ': " , 

,,r I fir him rm « rijul whkh wrre nbiciirrd >■* lJ i< 

hur ... rl .1 Mark dinM H irnpowlbfe u> 

ihf in. <i.l wiilmtif Im .. M<f mi* iioiternwth, 

after ii was ruwl. difk H*** wrrr left wh,th MwJ ™f d 
Willi ifir writing Mir fihorugraph However i * 
iii i ii.tiiM of Mir If iff mi undci Mir ink om be <r-nl wMihouf 
■ 11 >hiuri | hr wiilri agtom u«*i Mir nirij^ului nraTOJ instead 
of rhr pfm.il iTUJria), .<"<1 ulniulur and plural 're 
Dim i hanged ' airIf mlv (hrmighouf die remainder of die 


r Mir 1 After (hr end nl (He opening "and now ', Mir firm 
two let turn are i (pat hr and W Ihe next teller » mostly 

nilitinl on I, hut a Air ... of the possibilities, following, 

one tetter i* loinpfrirk erased I hr next three fellers are 
tarlril hut (hr ir.nlmg hrt, tiuifi. amt kuph arc nrarlv 
rrirnm Mtus the mnrriptetton “your srrvint" serins likefv. 
Vi rlir end of Mir tinr. ilir Irun hr if ilrar and before it 
their <s room toi iwo Iriiers From the seiond of these 
iwo tellers, a descending Ime suitable for a tel is 
preserved For thr formula ^ 2 *' apn mraruiig “to par 
at ten mm. h> linen, io hr obedient". tf rjsa 1 ? mun^ 
"that hr tn,o im fine our beam unto Him" (l Kgs 8 ; J 8 ), 
hi ihr Bible ihr fotrinilit W* fntrrt> ,J io incline ihcear ' 1 is 
moir usual, hut there rs no room for ihree letters 
between Tiat and the tetiei hr 


in uirw i 


•m njn pnwrvrd ' In (hr mining port inn. (hc-rc- is rm, 
Inr w>rn .n c, K h, lM*«n IV W it thr rnd nl line- 
lc* 1 . UI in supinmr ihm wr hum h«f i >nb m ihr pj 
***•*' ,il '" P enon *' 15 <)<■« Ihll (hr si,him of il 
r|.».lr » fhr innilr, of mfnrm.non. m in™,™ re . 

* ,b '' .. ■■> «■"<) trtiim things ni„, ,1 

, nmplrfhiii m snd I wngr „ ra | llrll B „„, 

hn Sisord ind ihr prrunus iwn Irlltrs « ihrrr „ 
fn, inn n, ,hrrr sign, gmn* lh o word ^ !* 
said tnearmig “vou cnrmnacideil ‘ 


i The tetters f. j Wi .tt* ^ = 

1 Z 

* appear* *iw «» ^ chuh Ho. \ j,. ^ 

1 ; „r h»v »««)«» «““»!* ot *•« “* of Zl"- 

L* 11 —• MUtncd th * - 

,„„«frd iho vocable; » -hr rrsujration. SBjnj. k "■ 
J, k Thus thr fo.lo**ing senienct. more or Irs, , T "^ 

be (xittr«ted: 








Oemaryaiiu stressed his loyally to the m«nictiou* fr 
AmM fierhaps after receiving a reprimand. He 
Vldki^h.i of everything that a certain mai, ^ * 

h j fl1 had told him Jt would appear (hat ^ 
Hirmfiou* were displeasing to MaJkiyahu, 


bine «. fn Mtt preliminary publication, 1 read ua a 
without noiiring th i*t there is a word divider bet*^ ^ 
alrfth and the mm, since it Cooked like the continue 
ihr horizontal upper line of the aiephZ Thus w c ^ 
rcrid Iran "from you”, and the first uieph is ihe h<u 
»A (he previous word. Afterwards the word j s ^ 
between the tdeph ^ntl (fie rod (here is □ large ip* f 
fwcaiise of a grit in the day. and there is no roomV- 
another letter After the yod, the slanted line of the 
|h dear, and does not suit another letter, 

The word 1 nan "from you'’ thus ends the lenience. 
;ithI we suggest the completion imtfl *a. Beforehand 
there is room for about six letters, where there should 
have been a man's name: "and so-and-so came front 
ithc" Since f ternary ah 11 announces later on in the teir er 
that it man by tfie name of Fshiyahu came to him, il is 
possible that (he same mail is meant here, and thus *e 
have completed "and Fshiyahu came from you”. 

From ihe nevi sentence, we have only the beginning 
and (he end: ofT ... 'UTHi Between ihcrn is space for about 
six, or seven letters. Since the word tP^K comes here 
without the definite aTtide he, the formula MbfTi'nl 
no one" seems likely. Then a verb is called for expres 
sing what was not done. Apparently a?fb tm K> BFW was 
mt-ani. judging by the ensuing context. 


Line !? The words nm' t^T “and behold, you knew ’ 1 air 
dear. Hie verb nnJT with a final he also appears in tfie 
Lae lush tetters S:$y Cf also TiraTO “you wrote" 

I Arad 7:6) anti ntx in in “Behold my lord has done 

(Arad 21:3). 

Ai the end of (he line, fi or 7 tetters are missing, as 
usual. 


f me 10 . The first word is clear: tnit, meaning the land '-' 1 
Mum Mom was already mentioned in Inscriptie * 1 ^ 
from StTatum VI, but the difference in lime proves that 
there wa\ no connection between the two letters. I^ f 
ooiclrl of Arad governed the road to Edom and cte 
hooter wiih thi* kingdom; thus IP i* nt> wonder tl> jl 
F-F.ui mmiKined in several leEferi J ,<1 

ibc last legible word in thi* line it (in! pa^, a* 1 Sj * 1 
M'^jxIh. hui 'iTKb U, my h.rdT as in line & 
descending line of the daiei is fairly long **» ^ 
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c ^.t 3 *es »* lht * •! 'i* appearamv m the 

¥ - -*irr rn the pnrsnvws fine As to the top ot the ***. 

j ted bv a bi*rk smudge which gave « the 

e of a hrt Acvoodmgh the previous won! has 
h t .orrected. too. It appears that the first tetter is mu* 
x - mem Fhe upper vertical sm>le is slightK 

r drd making n look like a mrm i n the last tenet 
rf c ■ r is a descending hne fitting either a kuf. a mem. m a 
#L+ hoosmg the mrm as most appropriate, wr get (he 
*,, fd a’vu, “l gave rhem“. 

ts ihus rnearn is lhai cettain things from Fdom 
x'jveti b* Gemarvahu to his master. Malkivahu 

j ( j ] This line opens with (hr letters ff*ri Already in 
d ( preliminary publication. 1 weighed the possibility ot 
0 piecing here O’ inr mca “before (he end of the dav“, 
b irjietted il because of the reading 'Edoni in line 10. 

^eier. with the reading l ]TW7 "to mv master”, ihis 
o.r-:pterion seems (he mow likely one. and hts well (he 
tfr left bv (he missing piece of sherd This gives us ihr 
folkiwing seniencer 

gr tt ffios 'int^ ann: onto ... nnrr “And behold vou 
Itnev about from Edom, (that) 1 gave them to my 

master before sunset." 

U't ^ .mnot, of course, know what il was ihai came 
from Edom and was given on the same day (o Mal- 
koahu Since afterwards Cemarvahu writes aboui a letter 
and about (he impossibility of sending certain things 
bei. ;iuse ol the Edomites, it seems lha( here, loo, letters 
from Edom are being discussed. Thus the empty spare 
should be fdted with □□roffln 'ihe cpisdcs'' or perhaps 
riOD^ "the letters”, and cf. Lachisfi. letter 5, lines 6~7. 

This version is strengthened; by the continual inn, 
where someone who apparently slept as Geitiaryahu's 
house is discussed. Only was preserved of his 

namr but (he completion "EshiyafiiT seems certain. This 
is a name in widespread usage, which has already 
appeared as the lather of Eliasfiib (Inscription 17:3) as 
well as in Inscription 35:2, and it also appears in one of 


(hr osirfe* Irwn Snaiuni kill (low npcfivn VI) Snut 
Fshoahu no doubt skep\ a« tterottwahu' 1 * Kounr, it m 
poysibte so tvwnpteur 'fi'M at my Boon md rf tlux 
word m In* nptKim 17 2 and 

L ine 12 Fhr wonis rp= nm And hr askrd foi *vr 
1 tear, bin even (fit middle word ansoa ihr Iritn o i teat 
enemgh on uxni|>»n»Hi of ihr different phoiogropfi* 

1 ho scnirmr ends ivnh at ihr beginning of line 13 wiih 
thr tefin wd H tteniarvatm wiurs dui 1'nhivahu ankrd 
fin ihr tenet, it means ih*i hr didn'i give il rim* ti is 
possible to complete ^fim tltei and l didn’t give it"’’. 

going 

Inna Kh) wpi anao;it *m t 1 * iti'wii “And Fdmaliu 

steps at tny houw and hr asked, lor ihr lettei, but \ 
didn't give il " 

l-rMei a royal (oi divine) command, in writing (2 
Chi 21:12; 35 4 , F/ia 

line 18 There is no don In at to ihr reading “ihr Kuig 
ol |iulah“. only the *u|f it mulrai and thr lam hr is 
missing The trading “Malkivahu" is impossible here 
because of thr emphaMred space between (hr inf and ihe 
vnd, where flirtr »s apparently a wind divider Ihr 
reading lT37fi FT- doesn't seem possible; wr would r*|irit 
euhei afiFU’' “you knew" oi 'na rr “my lord knew" 

I inc H We cannot srtid ihe — I hr reading of ihis 
line is cenain .' 1 In bihteal Language, wr would have 
expected to lead nii7p7 B* i.r ihr verb in ifir 
present future tensr rather than (hr participle* but ihrrr 
is no douhl as to (he trading Here it evidence, (hen, 
(hat such language was used already in the late rnonar 
rhial period. ,s 

Inhere is, of course, no way of knowing what 
Grrmryahu and fiis men wanted to send and could not 

Lane 15. The first words are certain: . it# nm rm “the 
evil which.. ". Since at the end of line 14 there is spate 









Utt no ttoot* *k*n '* *it *i bwr** *' f K , fn 

•prf'fl il **• thm$ whirb irntiliti't be v ‘ ttt ‘.\ . f hu* rbr 

Zt no .r *U . ™ 

fm —. ^ <r* 

"Itdnm", tmtf tUr at*fh » tfttmo mdttb***’ * ^ 

tt! a . . IrM rr which ww * * 4t irt hrrr 

mrnlHfttrtt and ihn* h *i of ihr 

Ni«r# r« «r trnmw thm Hitt tn *t» '»« 

Wan Httnrrr*. d ***** ,*"*«*. - « 

JpiM#-. and ihrMf at* f flWri u 

reverse (if lb* Mint'd k 

hr, ihMilffh ncr ..II of Hi,.»|,lriMPntm/tr ^ wm 

di g N r of rrlMOliy. lltf ,tJfll«H*«f ^ Ir jHJrr i,rr ' ^V" 

(1.4, tohfrli < .r.MilVJllO awM ,,SM ' pl * l,<r 

a IT rrbrdlrfU in ihrn uiprMur. Malkiyahm f l |r 

dn nl A r rtf I m rhid llntc- ff *W*r* thi>i *" ,r,MfV * h " 
fJir iftmnMfirfrf o* mtr of rhr l»rirr«wi f« ^ w,Mlh 
Ap |u>rJmpi RjiifMi Nrgrb inrrttKififri in limnprpnti W 
** the firtl uafiun mi Hi<- bnrdn with Kflom 

J hr writer rmplMit/ri hff fnlrl.fy *«<* * J| * * < ’ wl 
adherence to ihr tnrlri* hr rnrimf In a preetoui l*«n ■ 
hr had already informed Malkiyahu of whai n ,^riarn 
nipifi wan ini iff him Hr point* out lhai hr ienl ihr 
Iritri* [fj tn Itrdkivdui nn the Minr day diar he received 
ihrm from iK-ilipfip riiftr feller* probably *r mi mined 
tllrruii of nik|.Ira 1.1 r.I informitiwi He fell* him chai 
Mmahu (the Mitir prrnm who came fo him from 
A rad* 1 1 sir pi HI In, hmidr and asked in irr rhr Imri. hut 
w,it rrfmw-il fnnhalih' a. loading lo iniiruclinns fiurn 
M.iJkivalm FinaJIv, hr rrqur*ted <har rhr King ol |ndah 
lie mid Thai ihrv taninoi *rnd ihr requmted article 
beranur of snmr rvil lhai Mom rtlr.int 

1 hii otiracctfi belong* to Stratum VIII. and if our 
rhrnnnfogy ii cmrrri. then thr King of Jlicfah men I ion cd 
14 Hr/rkialk 11 f (hat fn> ihr mv, then perhaps ihr evil 
done hv Mom wa* ihnr early capitulation lo Sen> 
nachrnh on ihr rve of thr taricrx campaign against 
Judah and Phnlruia \ I- k | 


t VU Iff 14 rimni. p IV, fl \U, *U., m Itrt-r™ .rt Y«h<x V 
11 Mini, p ws, PI t.t In irtw hfgi'nnmij, wc fhoMght lhar ihii Ihmih 

hrtmjtnl in SuiufH V’ll, hur u wr iminnueHl ihr n<i>imxu n 


.. « -'"“■ m v y, i » *™— ** 4ta. _ 

m th.4 «fi wh*fc n» fn* CT1t * r*wu^Z * 

Zr*««* i< t*"** io 4tvcrn rh " * ixK * (JOOtt y^ 

Vlt nwwwl Vil -d v|If Thr inw^r ^ ^ 

iU „ .Irw *° <h* C«r '* *hc 

„f'Uw J ’ ’■ f " Jh * »-«4PPU£ MliMia fa, J* 

pp/wrd .ha. t>- +*• tc S.r* wwl Vl|f ^ 

VIII FX aorf *rn« VI-V! I nt*p*cn*<H r a« ,W lo ^ 
i,rrjr Wld •* ^llv uJf KJ «* dlfl ^O ^ fh«r pr^u^ * 
. , rfl r« 4 r rlw^ Hiffrtrncr IrtDWrrn thr p,*^ 


MrawipriMW- 

U In .hi* prd.mirian pubncatioft. I by vt-^ 

APPurydlu rh» mmafcc trjrrrtlcd hv Limaj^ ^ ^ rr 
p S7t>, 

s j -■lutfhrfi ■ 411-rf.jflv Ihe .i-afimjc ™« 1[a “1^^ 

,,t MrlirmynJiu” hu' Jln f'onvimed rhai u u imftaMfiiliic. Tiw* 
rhr a«iu’ » pBrtwJly oblrferaied. and in .hr Fir^jimin^ | 

, r »d ip ■' yodlf^oh TVertf C^fRH 0 / 7 #wtdk .W w .t, Vo| I f|%T° 
F2 jHrfj , t>i«li4ti siirpfrtarjr p. -iSIfj. Bui ihr .rnu.mng M r.^ p 
bt u«.u. iknrrf, and in any <i« a reading tjf man, ii 

I Ai.nrding in Vlteippert'i Migg«ticin. Edom, p. 980. 

5 {bid pf. Stthf 

li. In ihr prdmiinary pobhcwiltm, I read JW. Even, .hough rh*. 

Jri.rr iiKnkfl tike a to*, when nanuned pmisely .r » doob(f u | 

Imr dftcending fmni Mr to right appears to continue cWnwanu 
jiuJ rhr dunn mm ol ihi* J.ne is mure horizontal than in chr T r*i ,,| 
l he law. in I hiv oetntton Since I he .op of ^ well-formed mm 
lometimet remind* one vi 2 taw. ir ^*eriis iha.r ihj, i B 4 
ahemarise. "• ■ ■ n,! l,K " '* a l sn diffieul. imlually, Previutiil^ 3 
. 1 I 40 rrinH err* inaead of ’)f* in lime &. hm addhiona! pho<o*T 1 p( ll 
convinced me that ihr reading 'HK is preferable, 

7 Ki teh ler-Baumgarl ner. J vs Jon, p 64. 

H Cnrws-Freedman, ihtho^iphy, p. M. 

p. Vt,i 1 1 mane. T'btnifn, p 572. 

|0 Hv cwnddenCE, ihe name Malkiyahu also ap.pt^irs in Inscripkjn 
24. hyi rhrre il is (he name of an officer senr m order to take men 
from Arad, and in ibis wCratun MaJkiyahu ir the i.omrnanrtrr of 
Arad. I he idroiiiy of names is no basis for I^maire's daring of thu 
4*n-aion to Stratum VII (Oslnco. pp. S7Sff.>. Maisv name? 
reappear in diflfrrene strata, and there is no valid comparison wiih 
.he appearance of Fliashih son of F.shivaby in two s.rata. when 


both ihr faihcr's name und the office arc idertriral. 


II fMemiJs-Buhl, Hodugflniid, p. Krpehler-BaumgartnrT. 

tjrr\ JMi. p 525- 

12. In thr lac simile of .Fie preliminary publication, I wrote 7* instead 
of rips, but [ was led asiras hy the long tbilri above the tau 1 , 

F 3 And nd WeippcTi. tkfmn. p, 5 ti 2 . 
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In*scnpti«* 41 

-,^)U isean? 
m 

i&Ul 

,a]ruj isuam 

[lie ofincon * 1 U louad m a rewsrr. from Stratum VIII 
, c rhr torsitm wall It contain* faded remaps of 7 
^ of script, and unginalh contained at lc 4st g 
OnK * lcw to**- 1 '* 011 right hand S1 dr are clear, the 

rest rs tlAegible. 

Thr few remains show thai this was a hsi off names 
kith the addition of ^gns. After two of ihr names, a sign 
appears which is similar to thr one in Instmption JS:|,ti, 
which wr tnterpreicd as ihe sign for rhe seah 













Inscription 42 




|From Yafguf (Icthach) 

The oatracon was found in a room from Stratum VIII 
near rhe western wait 

Vhe cNtnron cootimcd a liai of name*, followed by 
iign» I hr lame sign appears in other ostraca, too 
f Inscriptions 18:5: 31:2-8: 33:3; *S;3h and vid Inscrip¬ 
tion IH r > and 3K we interpreted it (here as (he leiherh 
measure (3 ephahs). 

Of the names, only the end of the first name is 


^ .1 

.2 


preserved: 1 U « * ls a Personal name, the only 
possible completion is ~n*K “Agijr*', a name appearing j n 
the Bible in Proverbs 30:1, and known also from the 
Elephantine inscriptions , 1 Since this is an unusual name, 
in i & more likely that TW “Yagur” should be completed, a 
place name mentioned in Joshua 15:21, hetween And 
and Kinah * Its nearness to Arad and Kinah, mentioned 
in Inscription 24:11, gives this proposal weight. Possibly 
this ostracon was similar to Inscription 25, which coj> 
mined a list of consignments meant for different places. 


] Euf. ftN. 1. cot, 77 (Hcb.y. 

2. EM. bi W. TIT. cals 462-469 (Hcb ). 


Inscription 43 



The mtrxon was found in the wulfiw&tcnt wing of the 
Morehouse from Stratum VIM Frrnn faded remaini of 
kati mu lines of senpt, only single fetters are legible 
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Inscription 44 



tab® ,i 

35 .1 


The osiraccm was found in a room from Stratum VIM, 
ttcro the western wall, together with Inscriptions 41 and 
42. On this small sherd it is pouibfc to make out remains 
of two lines of srnpr. 

The only clear word is o 1 ?® in line L but it is 
impossible to know if the perianal name Shallom wa* 
meant trid. Inscription 35 : 3 ), or the word, which can 
mean cither "whole" or the verb "to pay". 


Inscription 45 



The osttacon was found in a room from Stratum VIII 
near the southern wall, under the bouse of fJiashib. On 
this small sherd, remains of onlv one line of script are 
discernible, and only one letter is legible Art 


n 











Inscription 46 


/ 



(horrwr] 3 
(horttflO 6 
(•■flrtt) 

The mtracon wn found in a mom ^ rom Scr * ,u ™ ' *L' 
near the ratern wall logdher with Inscription* A - 
and II. and il contains three lines with signs 

It appears ifiat the end of the line* P^ rVe * 
since thrv do not end in a straight line, a* would be c 
case if we had the beginning of the lines before us. 

The first two lines commence with the sign similar to 
that in Inscription 3;7 and 18:6. which we interpret as 
ihr homer measure But here it faces in the opposite 
direction, it is tun certain that the same measure was 
meani In line I there is the number 5, and in line 2 the 
number 6 , written unusually with six strokes Each of [he 
numbers is underlined, it seems that this line was used to 
separate the lines of script- There is no basis for 
supposing that 30fl and 600 were meant: in the hieratic 
numbers, a long slanted line was used for this purpose 
(and tf Inscription 2:4k and the 600 was written 
different Iv. 

The signs in the third line are unknown, 










m -I .1 
tH**ia| .3 

bwo J 


78 


Inscription 47 



a atrifS*] 


Faded traces of two lines of script are preserved At 
the end of the first line, the end of the ubiquitous name 
fcliashib (vuL Inscription l:l| can be read, and after it 
the number 3 Ac the beginning of the second line, onh 
the letter nun is decipherable 


The ostraton was found in 
courtyard of the sanctuary, 
Stratum VIII. 


Inscription 48 


Arad 

. r 6 [*i]lv[«rl 
[Zajkkyr 


This small ostracon was found on the slopes outside the 
northern wall It belongs to Stratum VIIJ, according to 

the script. 


Line 1. The letters wk and dakt are clear, and before 
them it is possible to complete the ints Thus it appears 
that the name Arad appeared at the beginning of the 
ostracon: the city's name also appears in Inscription 

24:12 and W 


L ine 2 ITle first (ettcr res* is perhaps the end of a 
personal name The number 6 apparent)* follows and at 
the end of the line the letter xt*m4 is clear We 
completed 10 = 6 "6 silver and <t lnxriptiret* 165.8. 
24:5. and 29:6 


Tine 3 The letters ka( and res* are deai, and the 
number 3 As to the name Zakhnr. rid inscription 38 6 
11 appeals that ibis ostracon listed the apportionment 
of money (silver) to various people Perhaps these were 
salaried workers sen mg at Aiad. avesuximg to the ’huhT 
at the Iwgmmng of the ostracon 


ini&faj 


i 'lain 























s bre *» 

W W ■ 

t rrp *aa 


i *xxbx p 
no ’Ja 

1 j 

Vn^ 4 


11s 

1 

■ 4 

1 

1 4 

i TpUrrtl 

1 im , 7 



[mi 3 lap 

iai j 

airim 

a*nm 4 


'X 

1 

* » . 10 


T 1V6 

1 nnx U3] 

1 niaJr.i ,n 

hpE 

lU 

2 K ■ ■ ■ 

S* k n 

1 hvte 

\ Vjfif ,H 

11 n wins 

\si ti.innn .is 

n Knrc ija 

*+* h.Mut,i& .16 


I I A 





On /fie frssf. 
Sons of Besal 3 
Sons of Korati 2 
Son of Giftjal t 
Sons of Konij'ahu 

Row 1: 

1 

1 

Yeho'az 1 

Roiv 2: 

Qbadyahui 

Yehoab 

flour 3: 

.. yflhu 1 

Raw 4 

S]on o( Serna* 1 
del 
a 2 
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Tiie pieces of this ostracon are parts of a bowl, from the 
to the base, burnished on the potters wheel. They 
were found in the building next to the entrance to the 
sanctuary from Stratum VIIl, most of them in one room 
(Locus 1010). and the piece of rim was found in the 
neighboring locus (Locus " 86 , excavated in ihe previous 
season). Kows of names and numbers were written on 
the bowl. 

The inscription on (be inside of the bowl left onb faint 
traces, which are undecipherable. On the outside, four 


lines were written on the base, and the script is crowded 
on the sides of the howl there are tines separating the 

sections of writing. 

We counted the lines beginning from the base, and 
afterwards according to rows from right to left In the 
main, the bottom pans of the rows were presened. while 
the upper were more faded, aside from the piece of rim 
Since we have here a targe pan of the bowl, and the 
writing on the sides was done always with the base down. 
I( a p|>rars (hat originallv the whole bow! was written on. 
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m <%* * •***; 

1*-'*»<• ■* 

.. . .. *, 

w *..<*—* 


... " *je;;;.' z> * +• **£, JC 

-... '£t& 

.. *7 . - ». *>ziX** 

11,1. ■ bikfiaN -I 11,/ "' ,t„ iitrv ™ ' 

. t .. -I- . . 


**9 t rriiMT*- 

.* 

*.-..i . .V ( » 

!»!*. * Nr, Mm, IK ■ . .^V; 

.... 1 \ ,,r <":z,\L ,""•■■'> ,,m ‘ i “ 

if nj f'N»< nWH limit (M ,W * J ■ 

(I I ill JfM? 

*.n* nf filter fi,J ^ 1 "(?»».' r, /jrile fiMiwtrr 

rt f>|mtrnrlr -dlrf a r,l,J "" h riFifthborhoud 

til . .. .. rzZJ iZw ^ thr 

,4 ... .««'!*■ r,ir 1,1 .J, v .* ,i m always 

nrlNlii "I flir "«fne it 1 , p ( »nhlr ^ rP 

H-lWiM. «»h 'hr * H .. Jirhrrfl 

wrtr "flirt I. . wir '' r *7 ., ilia- hinder of Judah 

. . '""V V v^H"* rt ri. in «Hr P-« llrl 

j«(i«i Benjamin (Mi n 7 r oliPislIi appear* 

. .. Jinhiin m 17, "«• "* ,w Ctl,k ’ 1 P1 

In trend , .... «r>ii,,ir k would he *n 

til ill it WOUM appt«» * hiI S®** ® 1 ' ^ mu, ultcrof 

inhabiiam "I N^lgat, np>p»remlv U " ]0 1 

ghil name nrai friirhtt 

....I,., i,.mr o(^tKc fortMJ <»( ** 

|,h,., a ,lm. (Jr, W:I).* Il'n n.mr >ppr^ 

in (hr l,i*i hi*h Irttrn 

Vrha't, l-hr nsm* ibo jppwr. InrripHon SI:J. 

(Hiadvnhu nrf Insc ripfitvn 10:1 

Veho ib - I hi* name » «J» found in Insoription 30:10. 

Srnia^ rf llie words afK>ul Joshua the wn 
Jrbo**d*k ihe high pr.eo 1W noi Behold a 


^ dse 
^ ^ a 


r * 'h* ^ 6 ift.* ^ 

tWT */e pT«erved |w'JbaAfc -1** 11 

j__ u ^4 _ a. 


phe wruiflf of u 

, „» .mw «> » 

"*<■ ”*« “ ^ ‘--v. £ 

|«* nf*W" ** * 

^ __ a biblical iuum Perfaiafc, _ 

^ Aha — a diminuttve of the naiI ^ A 
*?* h, spearing in ihi* form *l«j j n 

^' aJCn Hebrew «*.■ 

^ IP , ,hr ]*•< "» ,h *- lr '"' *- nppe, fl 

jfl „ „ ^ -""^ r n " s '">« rau « j* ““ 

r «hiih «r lwo P‘ JMI,,kr ”pi*nation* * 

f '”l W (,r,r (««■ » rommodiiv mtnt.onai m min> ^ 

"“~%Zce Thu n»[ra,on « apparently tonnrtim , 
untlu ar, (M bate-), P*^apa (Ml, a nn^f, 
meanir 

rhi , Mtracor was Foard in one of ,hr room, ntlr 

„„,,uary. and ii apprars to be connected «„h 

,jn* fnHiy by virtue ot i<» «n. r «,s too. Mtn , „ 

„an« KMcH ,h " *T l are "*"«* ^|in Bta , 

„j t h “«n» oT. and another name. Son of Gilgai. , pi „ 4I> 
daignate an inhabitant of that town whirh , s , hf 
L mf of a welHtnown sanctuary. One may 
(hal ihi, is a list of contributions to the sanctuarv Th, 
l,.„ c1 1 1,1 adds weight to this hypothesis, whether i„, c| 


wn| rkf 
fenn, , 


prrlcd ■ 


wheat or as a sin-offering. 


We get the impression lhai some of rhe namej in m 
ppreuiar personal names, but names connecied | 0 ^ 
priesthood - such as Besat, Moral!, GilgaL and Samh 


i, fnd. Mi. II. cob- * 05-3 (Heb ). 

2 Jrti, cd*. 487^W- 

3 JW, HI, edi, iH-5Sfi- 

4 ill, p- 33?: Gibson, T^W I, pp SS. 40. 

5 ’ For ituf meaning of the word., vwL Em. hibt. VI, toll. 7SMH 

6 . IM-. cob, 4»7-43@i V*uions, Sigitti 45 r 235. 

7 . Dinngfir- p. 4E 

S, Vatlkmi, Sxgiilt. (2! 


02 
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i*( [hr howl 




In** np4io» Mi* 


I'fcw »4i m ihv v*\ n 

' ■ V'*:1MV \ IM n,MM ih. MlV<\ V M ^ v»i\ 1 W 1 

*v*im w n n«v»> VW. (h% ihi^id 

Mt'ir^v t*. (K n*m< i>| « tuto’nn |ni('ith fnwrth 

M,- "'^vh' 1i S*m ■ Hi I'hVii 1 \ih |V UI«|( 1 \ Hi |4 ni 

wtoing »iiK rlw w**n a^vam. h' m4t««u ihat thi* w** * 
*(U)ihrtwm£ .nut ih* th. n*ttto nVnMtrti ih. (hfOphoiOM* 
Ham M.v arid Mra'AU Mi mHmaI »ml St* 1 '- M,n cl 
FtU l hr ill* onitHH i'M tin MtlVHfHHv ill lll*i 1 ryHhMt* 
MMk? 




nwvtj mr*a IV. ' ‘iMtii.i, * jw,,h1., .,,,„,. \ M. . ii-m \t-1nt hi lli*. l.l.t 

( IM (| | I'*vN• (■ 1 | \ Hrlilvvi '^i n i Initti 

Vi ni »,*,.»* ,., ^rii-iiA 'il.Miri V »il 1 I H*WV | ■ (V 

(Ht+- 1 Mgfmk mitlillii SSli 

I U Ml t .ill *71 {Mrh t 
9 Vamunt, im 



Iii*h ripiion M 

I hii nsii mu mi. i«m Wiii IiMind in the mrniiiiMh h* n 
neat if if Holy 11( Hnltci 

Only iwn iij|iiit>i ,nf wiitlrn mi II; 

E#hty«hg 

Son nl f/*( 

I ithiyah11 dm name tun hern noted previously in 

Insriipitont 17:5; Vv2. and 40:11 


*\** c /f 


UTiturit irrnpK 

yy p vtjj p 


'K/r? ;i name known fimn I tie HOtk 1 and (mm 
Mt’hrcw leaK,'' ii i* -» nil arte ned imm nl I tie name 
' A/ary ah u (A/ariih) 

Fur (hr dim moon, vicl (hr nummary loi In strip ions 
50-57. 




1 £nr hW VI. col 157 (Hefe i 

2 Ditiogn. Itoiiumi, pp ISA. 80M. M**mn, « M> 72, 74 

V air kin I, Slfitfi. 47 



Inscription 52 

Thif ostracon, too. wa* found in the sanctuary. in a room 
near the Holy of Holies 

Only one name was written on the sherd TV*. a 
hitherto unknown name I he sdi* was written clumsily, 
but there seems to lie no alternative reading 1 

For discussion, rid, the summary for Inscription* 

50-57. 



It U-maire. IH, p- ?lf. nwkrt lW pUuwht? inn lo rrad 

the ftrri *nr> « Mde ihu* n* for V*wa4 a luiheitfl urou«l«t 
name VFH) 


-r*u?b 








Km*”**** 




t.r.wA * * i 

'"****« .,*** *** fccTd 
r ,. . **" *** k0 ** * “* 

-^..w- '* < 5r pfc- “*“ 

,?>* ' ** : ii"* ' ' - - » mmm 

f ,** * . >* ,- I '** 1 f ra *d fr^, i 

j« f' •' ' r.fl* i5 24, \f* 

ft A y * ‘ -l.e I ^nnwri lor Ifiwnjpi*^ , 



* ^ 1 ^/^ 


00^7 



/\\\+7 ’"”'• 


-irw# 





fc V? 


inwn ra 


mnn is .i 

* .1 


f(rtrrip> w 54 

Wit , found on (hr onfwtlr *k>pc to the *,* 

11^ n * t *? tcaf diM to vr.pt -md abet romp*,**. ^ £ 
Minimart * l hrk#og» to Stratum V U1 

.. rfMiJl ^ wrl( ,crr) -hi the '""W buh^ 

^ thr Am iippr^i to hr w»non wkh «c* t ^ 

Al ’? W | tr ihc Ar.nii.iH dn»- AciimIJv, m «* wrtKcti u 

ri'&t. *« - "^;v" r lc " 

v * l. . the name o* a we?l knoWfi P r ^l> lannh 
Tidiluo '* 




|.^i ^(|M iMiinn 


tile nummary for Inscriptions VM 7 


..„,„„ h*» m v * h .. ArJd ‘' , *"* .. *.v 

' 1 J’vV „,i, «t-M> |H* )i »«• "“' . . **>*■ M* I-.; 

* ,u h,W ' , . n j- 'in i l*»7m. tin WSf 


In scrip* in* 1 5^ 

lUe lWtttrf «, WM found on the Slope »> rhe west of the vnaum 
Atforchng in its serif* and in comparison wuh (he previous on**, 
U Mima* to Stratum VI 11 . 

The uairacmt contains two rows, of writing: 


Sort of Hemda 

y 

II appears; that the name Hcmda is a diminutive of Hetndivahu 
a name appearing in the Elephantine inscriptions . 1 As in instnp- 
unn 47. the element "son of" appears before the name, meaning 
lhat this is a family name. 

Underneath (he name Is the lei ter yod, IxTore whic h is an effaed 
letter which is difficult to interpret.*' Wc can offer no explanation 
for this W, especially ;cs it htts no parallel in the other ostrata 
For discussion, vid the summary for Inscriptions 50—57. 

I |ran-Hirfip|jffi IJM-rwuna i rr. p, H N), and f:/. in ihc Bible Hsriiriani. Em fcW, III. 
cat IfHl (Hdi l. 

S f rnk.xw'd wirh' the pottibilny lhar rhh is an oblilcralied and ih*l T 
“pFirwnr ih«wj|d Ik rrarl I"hin word kri(>wn from Ugantic {C. K. Gordon, 
f fflnln frtcf*w.j*, p. 502, No. 3666! and appfari in (he PrH0CMHai» 
c ewg c i ac kw inacripiton* from Lachinh (F. M Crms, f.'l « [I967j, p. 1 6*! 
Hnwem if [hu wa* ih^r puifwiiu'- of ilirw mirna. wc would rstpcrl to find «h» 
wrirnl m ihr olhrt mscnpCM-JO*. Irso Umairr'i nuggeinon (fMrivd. |*p. SS41.: W 
p 2IS) lu rrm) linr ’ll) ' Padi J ' in also doubtful. 
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vrn a 



^ 

At y 


TM ***** 
i^c*** 1 ' 

&r Mhr ’ 
tlofc * 


,, W *J UHind twe the iluvpc t«i lhc wot of (hr 
%. M .tmi be S* npt a,rwi m cwnp»r»on to 
ii hrlonjpi to Stratum VH1 
it nanw- i* rrx^ardrd on thr shrrd wriltm tit 


doe £»• 


Nnanvuhu iv a p%pul«n bihlu *1 n#nm i (NtnhamahU’ 
Itoowi trom Hehcvtn, *r#ta * 1 Uh rv*mr loo l» 

pi ts edr-d h\ ■'son ol 

Foi thr difciiMhwi i*id tl\t lummso hn l nm tipi tons 
N0A7 


i *- w ws t m* (|rM> ■ 
V PimijiT-i ifsr.nwu pp lull 


|o#cnp<i' on ^ * 



The ustracon was found ori the slope to the west of the 
santiuarv. According to the script, and in comparison to 
the other ostraca, ii belongs m Stratum Vlll 
The ostracon contains two lines of script: 

t •■]*» 

[Son of] rtushai 

In the first line, there is a name ending in '-el". Before 
ir there are remains of four blurred Icttcrs- 

In the second line, there is apparently the name 
Hushai This name is only known from the time of King 
David . 1 and here it appears as a family name. Before it, 
there it space for the letters bet and nun. but k is 
impossible to discern any clear lines, 


bwl . ] hfci i 

ifirt [faj rum i 


li appears that all righi ostrua are whole, and each 
contained only erne man’s name Only two of them ireat a 
personal iiatne idong with ihr patronymic (fihiysliu son 
of *E?.er; , el son of Huihai) Two Have hitherto 

unknown iiamm (Two. and possibly tsw). and the hrsi of 
ihrse is espd ially strangr 1 wu others beat omc name 
with the preceding N sori of ' 1 (son of Hemda: son ol 
Netanyahu}, the usual ex plan at mo for this is ibai ihr 
man named is the bearer of an office held by and 
inherited from within a particular family, similar exam 
pies were found at Ugarit . 1 

These ‘’note*" would serm to he bus "aw fer 'He 
priestly duties in the sanctuary.' it is no coincidence that 
two Cohanite families (Meremoi and Pashhurji. known 
From the Bible, are named in (hew owraca; the Pashhuf 
family is also named in the Baraita of the 24 priestly 
orders * 


Ostraca 50^57 comprise a special group, apparently 
having a common function, Their placement points to a 
con net lion with the sanctuary: Three were found in the 
room beside the Holy of Holies (^0-52), one in a room 
next to the entrance to the sanctuary (S3k and the rest 
come from the western slope just outside the sanctuary 
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Vut Fm btM 111, col G+-6S 

Vtd A Ah, MensrKrii c*ne Nimeu ArtAu (hyimlm tR < USO), 


pp VW24 (wpr Kknw Vtiofln Ul, pp I9»-1IS> 

7 TW Fwrtfc MfldJ fm Jtv u* *ol t p 

(HeFf . Fluglifb utimmanf p S5U 

S. Klein, ed Srfrr Herrfc*Kv I. jeniHk-m. p *** 
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Adayahu 

KsFubi *00 of 
Eietf son of 
Va'ahas 

rhc osirat'iHi was found on (he western slope outbid* the 
w -i\l and according to iw scrips it belongs to Stratum 

vm r . . ,. f 

It ct ,nrains remains of eight lines of script, but only ih* 
first four are partly legible 

[ine | Adayahu — a popular biblical name (Adaiah)/ 
known also from Hebrew seals* 

Line 2 ftcltib — The name Kaleb, written the same wav. 
appears in the Bible only as the name of the targe 
|ndah ice family and ns eporiym, 1 * 3 Thus possibly here [he 
name Kelub is meant, a biblical name (c'helub) appearing 
among the sons of Judah (I Chr 4; 11) and in the time of 
David (I Chr 27:26). 4 5 


Line 3- Tzer — This 
Inscription 5112. 


name is also known from 


Line 4, Yashas — One might think this is a variant of 
the popular name JFi* Aha/, mmt Ahazyahu* however 
ihe spelling with ladt instead of mytn makes this unlikely 
Thin ostraron is a list of names alone, some of them 
with [he patronymic, 

I fwr ML VI. coin. m-92 f Urb) 

2. Motcui, l/tfigrtfa pp ft I, 63 

3 Em ftiN VI, tot* |0t>-| 111 (Hfb ) 

4 IbiA. fri 113 

5 thid 1, erfi 2ftft-20<) 
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Ns 


n 

i* wtnsni 
oS-tijf 
hmilD’S 31 1TH> 


'»a»vnv 
n&t i»itw 
YiW*m 
asnSirwy 
56**3 StK* 


Vflho'flh som o( 

Yahanyatiu son ot 
Np+teiTiyatHJ ton oT 
AmishBlem son of 
Y& WW ton Sepanlvehu) 

The ostracon was found in the iiurrhome, and i* 
apparently from Stratum IX h is complete on the tight 
sidle, but is broken above and on the left l bus onIv the 
lower right-hand portion of a list of personal names has 
been preserved, ail of them with the patronymic 

Line I, Yehoab — For this name, vut Inscription 39 10 

Line 2 Yekamyahu — For this name, md Inscription 

39; 1. 

Line 3. Nehemyahu — For ibis name, md Inscription 
3L3 

Line 4 Amishaiem — a hitherto unknown name, similar 
to names such as ' Ammadab and Shriemyahii (Shd#- 

miab}. 

Line 5 Yaaian — a shortened form of the name 
Ya'aranyahu. and uii inscription 39 9 

Sepanyihu (Zephamahi — The last letters are erased, 
bul since there are traces, it appears that the name 
Sepanyahu 1 is intended, rather than Sapan (Zipk«i) 


Em Wrf VI, 7Mfl ,Mfh l 


89 
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* I**} 


^4 m 1 

4 ," **> * 

/ -s* * 

m *»&* * 
vh * 

Miff** * lir " 

/-I * 


a* «m Iinw* ^ ^ l,< '*' t '' ,, 

«h*F<*'r T ><rfl> |l f 

M*t<»!tf»** ,|f ' 


/ft# Mtwrw 
f My«h*d 


.. . fmrn W«»* ,H 

hr MMlu*rr l< <***#»* 

ip | #yr ,ir *Mil «» Ji,,r 


fM# nffrwfiW hum frnirt* ifi 
hetweiMt rhi* *to«ril»iw 
Jut flirM n1 «MI|* ilM fP< 
nil' iPi#* **w* 

limn | J \fv*n fliMiinPi i Ur letter* 1 |j " M ,% 

I.. wIiiiI K "" ■" l 11 ■M'l'"”' r '■' | 

niinilwi P I Ilf iiiiinirllllPl'I.. mil |>rrh'i|'> ■<" "" 

....i-.l -Imli .. ,hr Ml "" 

h hi. ..it ili.ii tin .. p* »l'" lr ,,lr ,l " 

,il I. I .him k I hr '"‘<1 ..I"' 1 lr "^" 

/ t , .ip lIn- vrth ■n l ’U> 'I hi.xli-. 1 "i 1 wl'ippP"'' 1 

*ft,,-„,i.. (hr <lpl>. "I lltr »'*"’• * r1r 

,1^,1 fti) |/1 1 i t VV MnA, unci if (hr aimilHi signs » rl r,,r 
hn-i urn owraioH (Immti|Kiho VI) 

Hii h* r iht ftplii/ ii ifir main measure. it would appear 

i^iii dm ..... link with ike loading »>' weighing of 

i i i-l.mi jfiMnni ■»< wheat ni buelrv 


Mur 1 SlielMtivnhii this name is known from die 
Hi blr (Shrbmmibl and in in widespread usage on Hebrew 

STilU * 


I me i Mikneiahii Ik is name is known from the 

Klblr iMikneuthl and from Hebrew sea]s ' 



, (|ir , I he continue* into the htt The rrwj of 

ihr w ord i* apparently written on the reverie of the 
ihf|( j ifjtfie 6), where arm ally only the number 6 (5* |. 
h,,s heeti presented The completion Gabnvaliy 
jikc-lv, and ff also Geber and C-ahne! ‘ 

Ii appear! that the cislraron deals with the weighing 
and apportion men I of grain to various people Ferhap, 
the wnier t* a c lerk in the storehouse telling hi* friend 
Miknrvatm about whaa lie has done, and leaving him 
instructions for further apportion merit. 


I i>wniut. Hmdu&*rb **, p SOI: KwhIcr-Baumganncr. f*ril** 

p, AES 

? A iJardiner. Grswsw', London 1<>57, p. I<*8 

5 Mpfllkrr. flier fiat. Nos 6«S, 705, 

■I R«hlet-Baumgartner, /joiifttJFv, p, 942; niriuger. /minm, pp 
LiSffl , ITS. I79f . SIR. 229ff.. Moscati. L'eptgrafia, pp. 00, 72f„ 57: 

NlKh. iVrHi'WHlMPWn. p. 21. 

y iv hM. V, col. Jfift (Mcb.t: F M- t.iross, Camuniir MwA #*4 Htbm 
Eptc . Camtondge, Mas* lfl7S r p. 61. 

6 ViL £iw. NN II, cots. 420-d2l 
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<Th*y) MKit 
2 baths of wirw 

Uh ‘"it ia. on h:Himi m a mom Snnium IN nnn tin Huh Hnhr* ot 
iI k v.uiniuan rhis ,nu w.rv veiv dmiirbi-d, and this imnll dieid lieiimg* 
m i Hiding to tht to Sirahitvt VI 

IIh v up way heiiei prrMM/vetf im die tmniHi and wr .ailed ibi* ruir the 
tshveiM even thmigh n ii uturriam. ,iv is the .pieMton ol wbribei iben is it 
loimtNiioti twiween the two tide* of the iwMnuno 
Mn either side iliirt* linr* ut s< n|H weir preserved 

In Inn- l. (he word "dm sent is fle*i. and in ihi sn olid line wr inn 
rrad “2 bat by tit wine'' 

Ihr rein consists only ol singh letteis 


Iniw ripiion 62 


\\ 


nVv 

nt^ter 


• ^ *^** . # , . 

* S , 


Sent 
■S*n]t 2 

The nsi ran on was found in the sanituarv. in a tell near the all at on ihe Irsel 
of Stratum IX. It contains remains of two lines of script 

All that remains is the word rVro "sent" in tine i and the mi ltd .m 2 in line 2 


Inscription 63 



V 




T he 0*11 at on was found in a room near the southern wall The locus belongs 
to Stratum LX, but according to the wnpi. this small sherd comes from 
Stratum VI ll contains faded remains of four lines of script, of whkh Only 
single letters are legible 
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Du iMtvim «» '» « «— fn ™ Slr -' um Vl " n„, lKf 

KWlhnalrro tortrt «* '*>' 

„ .„„ ifc# rnraini ot two pcwnal name, are prrvrved TW 

(arivahn i» nthrrw.K- unknawn. bu< « thj , " 

«nj *.«■« I, dimimHtw uf rhw name I.. Imc if. lh( . 
Miwihib til KIW.a' i* prMcrvpd. ami vtd. Inscription, I I an d ]f 

j V«t t- « »• «*• M»-* TO l,W "' 

Jn.wriplion 65 



[wbpw 
5 [btbpJV 


lF ,1 
^7^,1 


Stifakals] 

Shakers] 5 

| he ofltracon was found in the entrance to the sanctuary in a locus of 
Sr rat urn IX. Only three signs have been preserved. According to line 
2, in which the letter sAw and the number 2 were preserved, it k 
possible to theorize that the sAtn here is the abbreviation for the 
shekel (e/ above, Inscriptions I(i:f5). 

Inscription 66 
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M J 1 1 

JJt 2 


I he ooracon was found m rhe storchoiisr in rhe level of Stratum IX 
‘ contain* traces of two line* of script with a few letters. 




• « 


a wo 
1 »n i « 
* 


I 'I a 

M W * 

II HP 4 

I n» * 


,V‘ 




r:*:. 

M 


■JV 

V • 



ynhu 2 

Ah* 2 

ZftJfckui 1 


Hu i varan m wa \ lonnci in a budding Ivelween ihr 
storehouse arid 1 he Mhctuttn in a lotim nl Viuihim \ It 
eon tarns a list of person*! names and mimhm 

l ine 2 Onk the Iasi Irtlei of the name, reiA. has been 
preserved 

tine 3 lhe Iasi portion «d the name, vahu, was 
preserved. 

lane 1 I he ledeiv hrt and nltph were pnsnved, and the 
completion Aha *rnm likely As to this name, vid above, 
Inscription 3K:6 

lane 5. As to ihc name /akkur, tod. aHmr, Ins* Minion 



Inscription 6ft 


hn .2 

tsab Hi; .2 

\ .4 

UK t 


R ag a 

The osiracon was found in a building between the 
storehouse and the sanctuary in a locus of Stratum X. It 
contains remains of ihrer lines of script on the inside, 
and two lines on the outside. 

As to the only name legible — Rag a — vuL above. 
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I** 4 

* 4 
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wHMh 

»**•*•< iiarMiyiilT,., 


lit KfVtTH 
■HU iff 


H" 'wif'ii *** f'MMttt on fht h tip* p» 1 M tin itp |iii In ihi 
^ir d H H), mil |iinlml»1v tirinr* ftimi litanum 


I m* t Ml* wot 4 IP ((tv#* t» Mint (k-ivmmi two wool 

4<v trlrti 4* >ti I riti f l|»ljkp#i 4HM 

1 Mi*- V Mil wont wl »m l» nmj #l4i*f 41 flu Im# i 

*ri rlruij fli Iom i4 lb* Id Ait ti rtii*rt 44 i rll >i IrHrr 
loathly Maui, -m4 4 wool iltvtdrt wrNlm *i» 4 alumni him 

f .HiB ^ f wo WOlill hftto tirrn fPtr**OV#t4 .lull ItMWfMi 
fhrri a nwiI 4ivi*|i*t IV fo*i trim it |*roVMy ttifph 
fhii* Kivnijr tip* tf^WiiiK TO* Hit* ta 1 si'v iMibf-P V * noon 

r 'ifMMlrb'J ttf A peivm*\ njffli w fVrt frliH IfflMl of lV 
PI, 00 # ^'jrrn 44omy<*tn|‘ f A4otii jab! A' «b* nn 1 rtf lha 
lin* (V Irlirri. fiminW 4/iUt *u*l yd *m wmVm I hn i* 

nlltrr fV bibb" 4 M*Pfr* f/»|4« or (^iMirl of (^biiyuhlJ 

known from HrVrw waP anrl rlir VriMoa <*"*** fm 

>hr form **tj fj 1 

lim 4 Only »br word ta *wm of **% |pm w»o4 Wp<- 
» **■ * ***»d 4ivi*t'-r anti Wfifp that a imho rf»4me m 
nleph 

I f™ 1 tiW 11 ,<ik W, «7 p 

S ifcifj vmv J fpt/**fa p 

4 fhttt^tn /vfiiHin p 44 
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N*fc&ny«hu t Mpn«h*m r 
Pdpi i Ahimtfth 1 

llitdA 1 3 

Uci« .1 

2 


1'hr mnmmi wm found on the eastern slope, above the 
will. and arrordtrtg to ihe « ripe, it belongs to Stratum X 
It ronltinri tnn rows of name* with numbers It appears 
that the upper and righthand edges are whole The 
witpr ii faded on the lower part. cspcaalh on the left, 
tbu* n is dilfnull fo know if this tide is complete. 

l ine 6 Nakonv&hu — a hitherto unknown name It 
-M »!*■*" ’bat the name Nason (2 Sam fi-fo is a shortened 
f<n nr of this name |teiuatre. IN, p 219; is probably 
unrest tn reading wpnJttr, if Mikiirvahii. if Insnipfinn 
60 4 AFR) 

Mrnahem — m the Bible ihi* name is known only as 


one of the kings of Israel, but it is well known from 
rgarilic writings, Hebrew seals, and other inscriptions 

1 ine 2. Pepi — It would appear that this is the Egyptian 
name pp.y. known from the Old Kingdom up tn ihe 
New Kingdom. 9 

Ahimelek — a common name in the Bible and other 

sources* 

Line 3. Gadda — a diminutive of Gaddiyahu, Gaddid,* 
but the reading is not certain. 

Line 4 'Giza — This, too, is a well known name, 5 but 
again the reading is uncertain. 

1. FV btbS V, Hrote. 30-33 fHeb.J; Diringer,. pf> I'SSf. 

W«C*i, L'tptgrafe pp 55, 72, 74,. 82, 

2 H. Ranke, Dm fifjpttMhm IVrjuwwnnrtmeil l, t ili'ickst adr 1935, p- dl. 
no. 12 

S Fur. MU I, roil 317-210 (Web.). 

4 )M, II, fol 437 
5. JM. VI, rots 112-313 
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tht tuiuiHon was 1 mi lid mi th« western stupi li uwitwins 
irmwuiA Imn lnvu ul sMipi Inn <mh Hugh let ten 

remained nl rill b till* 




wnn 


HflK ,1 

ni? 1 ,1 

33 .4 


Aha 

Yekamyahy 
Son of 


The oilraton is uristiatihed Ir was found in the center 
of the citadel, before the eniiame lo ihe sanctuary, 
during a cleaning-up of walls and tietuhes. when the 
excavation reached the level of Stratum XI li appears 
that the oslracon contains a list of names 


line 1. Aha — For this name, nd Inscription 49 IS 

Line 2 Yekamyahu — fhis is a likrlv completion of ihe 
name, the form of which is discussed in Inscription 39:1 


Line 3. It appears lhat this name starts with T5, and rid. 
above. Inscriptions 55-36, 
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M,, .,. I. ... ll .. 

,l„ . . . MM a Irvrl *»ili Slriuim X 

Uw limn Ilf lb ter JiPf» nf 


in the area of 
|[ t on Min* a 


Inscription 76 

Son of.-. 

Son of. heka( 10 
Son of... 100 tiekat 

[tortaf] 2\0\ 

The ostracon was found in a building to the east oF the 
sanctuary in a locus of Stratum XL and it contains (rates 
of se^en lines of script- It appears that this is a list of 
names with the addition of amounts of grain. The first 
three names begin with p "son of’, as in Inscriptions 
55—5-6. and uid, the discussion there* and Inscription +9. 

In the left-hand row it is possible to discern numbers, 
and in lines 2 and 3 the hefou* sign appears {cf. 
Inscriptions 25, 33, 34, 60). In line 2, the Mai sign 
appears before the number 1, thus giving 10 hekaia. 
line 3, the number comes, before the hekat sign, giving 
100 hfkais Thus it is possible to smppoae that in line 6, 
ton, the hekm sign appeared before the number 2, giving 
20 hekaii. 

In line I„ the letter mem was preserved before the 
number, perhaps the type of grain was noted before ihf 
amount, such as sfen) o’Dfi "wheat" (c/. Inscriptions 3E: 
33), and it is possible ro rrmnstmit the line tentatively: 
■ ■ 06n ,.,3p Son of B, wheat,,, 
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Gardiner, op tit,, Intui^um fit], n»ir 2 
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In*crip lion 77 


rhe Oi ancon was found together with Inscription 
CMiv one letter was preserved 


% 


Inscription 78 

■? >1 

,2 


The osiracon was found in the room next ro lh( 
southern wall in a locus of Stratum XI, underneath the 
r£KJfn where the seals of Eliashih were tumid, and 
Inscriptions 31, ^2, and 34. It contains traces of iwolina 
of script, but only one letter is legible. 


Inscription @1 



S v IM 1 

in 1 I i 

3 sh(ekflis) 

1 (?) 

Ttlis smalt ost rat-on was found m the south western 
comer of the citadel on a level of Stiatum XIl l he 
sherd contains faded remains of two linen of wnpi 
The letter shin is perhaps the abbreviation of '‘shekels 
and 1*4, Inscription 16 3 I he numbers ate uncertain, 
since there inav have been more strokes 

The inscription was written on the shoulder of a jug. 
and U may he that originally it had been written on a 
whole vessel, telling of it* contents. 


*)■•"***. 




Inscription 79 

2 (Qtpija nm. ... 3 

. .ah 2 baths 

The ostTacon was Found in the southern court of the 
sanctuary, in a level of Stratum XI 
It appears, [hat the First two letters n« are the last pan 
of a personal name, whose beginning is missing. After 
wards come a het and three strokes, The first stroke, 
longer than the others, belongs apparently to the 
abbreviation for the bath measure {vid. Inscription 1:3] 
and after it the number 2- 



Inscription 80 



-3H .1 

iop 1 .1 


* . , ,3 


I be wra< on ii un si ratified Ihe sherd was found wiihin 
A w ^lb and according in the script was classified wilh 
Siraitrtn XI fj contains remain* of three tines of script, 


bill only tingle leiirrs are legible. 

11 appear* lhal in line I there was a name ending in 
"* h " * u,i 'o line 2 n is pmirhlc m complete the 
Vckamyahu, and vid Inscription 39:1, 



Inscription 82 


The osiraron is unstrained, and comes from a f>« in the 
area of the sanetuari- 

The ostracon contains faded signs of script. and onK 


Inscription 83 




? 


nri h) . . . 



The osiracon found on the western slope It contains 
faded traces of three lines of script, but onh two signs 
are clear, apparently signs representing amounts of some 

commodity 

The second sign appealed in other osirac*. where we 
interpreted it as half a homer, the letbevh measure ivsrf 

ln$cnp4H>n \ 8:5]. 
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Inscription M 


The is uilitratified U was found 20 cm 

rhe kvd of the Roman Stratum, 

|l| e oitracon contains remains of two lines OnJ T 
le „ c r is clear in the first line. 




(he citadel on a Level with the courtyard 
of Stratum VI. if contains three signs 
representing a monogram or drawing. 
The left-hand sign is similar to the Letter 
vchfi with shortened horizontal strokes. 




Inscription 86 

The ostracon was found in one of 
the rooms of Stratum VII in the 
center of (he citadel There is no 
certainty whether the signs ate pan 
of a rough design, or ill-formed 
letters. 




In .script ion 87 


I he ouraion was found in rhe courtyard of the wnt 
luary near the “basin", on the level of Stratum 1^- 1 
f on tains nine lines, a diagonal stroke, and the h' f,a,w 
number 5, 



\\ 


^sfriptioo 



as.msViaiiK .i 
rirtT ymt 
b.nnyn.sVta j 


V]|3 *na^n 

i y-iT yn& 
h ensm 


Line 1 “i have come to reign", that is. "I became king 
Compare this to the Mesh a stone ’no>c 13« I bus it 
appears that this was a iettet from the king. *n which be 
announces to the tomrrtandri of the citadel that he has 
taken the throne. At (he end of the line, two fetters were 
preserved, which possible should hr completed SjM 
[m*a in alt the land” oi 7p3 "in all Kreir- 

IsratT (cf 2 Chr 34:71 


I have come to reign 
Take strength and 
King of Egypt 


This ostracon was found on the ground on Passover Eve, 
1974 , after this volume was ready for publication. 1 
According to the script, it is clear that it belongs to 
Stratum VII, and uid. especially the yt?d which still has a 
rail, but the two upper horizontal strokes make a sort of 
triangle in which the upper line is longer and somewhat 
rau tided - 

The beginnings of three lines of script were preserved, 
and all the letters are clear, 


Line 2. t his, idiom appears in the Bible onh in poeiual 
passages (JPftmtt r»m And maketh strong her arms''. 
Prm 31:17; THT hk liEOKn “Mine arm shall strengthen, 
him", Ps 89:22) But there is no doubt that "to become 
strong" is meant, in other words, energetic miliiarv 
preparedness. 












i jv- ^ rr€ T'J!? iA 

.*.. -"it ; 

tt’im do. X « t*"**!\* M** h,h Z 

wm to the twMntnA*' "* ' ^ ^ 

»b. r diN, ^r rf „ <-/ * ' tf J l ,jb% jfrrr ffie death 

dum* <n> d*"* 1 '^ r V' J r '% if'i 'ii s? f d» r 11 
In* **£, Lom* im Ahrt hi* 

\rb<*U*t i*ih tUMtoh ’^t h _ fw war 

M-^r i death Ktii a*M him PjJ[ me>n *hjle |one 
rrrurn #rf M*i*™«* Urael" *» w"* 1 - 

M*om" » <» - ‘ , ^ hcfe we 

*nd M >* < u *» uU tn «*>* ij a < i«leH nnl nnlT ®**r 

Imw rp^rxfflm '‘’" f,rr ' fr rfr ( * _ Ufj|e |, According ro- 

liirfMla. bril *#rt llie whaalr nf - p »j n 

.11 K.r.. r? f hr H H. ■> 1 ^ (<|thfr , 

maud*) li« fciraWI I* 1 * . | h ,f„ JS [he 

rm|.h*«l. t»n I hr- .. "' "’ J‘ ." (| Slralum 

| hi. Iriipi ...mAnrtM* «’ nclu,io " ' 


VII d*«nr*l in . ' h ' ^* r 609 h, * 

J***®*?" surrender ^ £ 

f^nirg of h “ br « her El'ak>ffl-|ch«iaki ro ls in ^ 
lian proteg^ 


w<*n th* tHi - ’ 

Jawc 


ufid uiinrjj < ‘uii iihf ifli [ Ir3c! ^_ 

fm c-sa. #fek* Sdi«U, *» to me 4 iZ^T 
| fMowr Em, ISM- via pe « h Bar Ad«, Lniorr...-^ 
^ ^ tmvw for certain in which of [h e ruonn of ^ 

* , t tmi nd, So*"™ r Up fr ™ ^ ^ ^ 

,„d nc-icrd ihc m* np™ on* id *nr ihr^ up * ^ f 

r, r nirf* I* £ ™ ,JfT ^ nd (h * ^ V VM4D u, ^ 

Iffer, Th*c ih» is ^ aniwincemen. bv Aishu t- u hd3„ lhat ^ £ 
f. nj r - m drdwmtfh". The H,«oncai Signi&ancc of 

S f[ L Arad: A /£/ 2ft <1976). Pf> ^U. 

AHhur-ubdlH b«r»mr tsng ae Harran, AJV£T p ^ 

a nd nw A. K CrayW". A^rw-v flo^uut Cfc««fci 
Valley 1975). pR ^"^ 5 - l,nc » 43 ' &0_6i fondly, oo 
,, in a wouW have used [he wording of our irxl w deitnhe h, 
eatJbliahrncm of headquarter* at a provmrma) capital W 
niuh, Lrmaire fH. R S12I O. 14 f j. aJso points out that an 
„™mui«.qLie would have been written m Aramaic; he. too, 
yadin'i theory. A FR 1 


Incised Inscriptions (Grtsffiti} 

] lSt nfKH-ms wTfrc tnvned on whole v«*ds alict 

t£ . s were fr^cl In ftc of them the lenei lamed 

as fhe fitsE letter, cJeaitv inducing that the 
t nie of the ownci of the tesse] wij insetibed. 


|fiSfrip lion 




I he sherd was found in a building neat the eniraure to 
the santtuarv, N>gt‘ihei with Inscription 4^ in Ijkui 7®<> 
from Stratum VUI, and only three leUrts of it were 
preserved: 

rb 

After them is the remnant of another Intel It would 
appear lhat (his was a name l>e^iniimg with (he iheophty 
rous element ...v "Vo ." I’lie stiipt. esperiallv the wd, 
appears 10 be earlier than the stratum in which it was 
found. 


Inscription 90 



The sherd was found in the storehouse, in Locus 245 
from Stratum VtlL and onK traces of ihree letters were 
preserved 

hm 

The and the M are clear Only the top of the »»#* 
was preserved, and it is written much lower than ihe 
other two letters, hut there is no doubt as to us ideniitv. 

It is difficult to suggest a completion to these three 
teEiei^ A personal name beginning -. nc^t* “5’ehosah 
is unknown, and onh heskanlK do we suggest the 
completion: p|tTO^X>| “(To Ych }tvsah[arj". 











|rtft< rifJliori 

ihr diet'd wm* hnwtl »' *' '^J^Vo Inters were 

, n 1/irw 143b from Hirarun* Vfll. *n<J 

piWHPf veil 

nb 

I he mwtipltoft airtii redly contained a personal 
beginning with rlir teller M. 





I ne sncm wai 


. _ — .u%ind in (he tenter of the ciiai 
L^tu* 35*> from Stratum IX. and only f<, ur | clten 
preserved 

JJnS (Baton a mg) to Hanan 

T he m sen pi ion was incised on the shoulder of the 
alier firing, and appear* to be a name which ha, 

106 


engraved on a whole vessel. The name HaitSfl t ias 
already appeared in Inscription 38:2,6. Since the str 'P r 
reached the very edge of the sherd, this may be on s 
part of a name, stich as Hanatiyahu {vid. Inscrip 4 ' 0115 
5:3; lb: 3; 36:1), 


Preliminary puMirabon V Abamnb F.*.r»v*tionl si »' A ' 
(VHifmiury krfm>u ori ihr Set rind Sea«m, tPf 1 7 flWfi7b P 
jImi m Hebrew in VWu* IK (IWMJ, p Ifi7 


The inscription is incised on the shoulder of a jug, only 
the top pan of which is missing The vessel was found to 
the north of the rooms; in the southern wall, Locus 841 
from Stratum IX There are four letters: 

Iprt^b (B#toogmg) to Zadok 

The name rril. Zadoh is common in the Bible, especially 
as the name of the Cohan ile family, apparent!* defen¬ 
dants of the House of Z ad ok An unpractised hand — 
perhaps an illiterate man — engraved the inscription 
crudelv * 

t EV kk VI. ™fe 673-*” i 
? Q S^A*» 1 w 73# 
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I 


inn* rtpfMJfl H 




tlie sherd was found in the tonrlyard of the sanctum 
Keinaans of one tetter were preserved on che shoulder 
of a jug, probably rhe beginning of a name which had 
been written on a whole jug. 

From rhe two strokes preserved it appears that ih< 
Verier is a dale I, although it could just possibly be a gmri 





1 rtnc ri|frl «(»«i 93 




A piece of a jug that was found in a room to the south 
of rhe couryard of the sanctuary, Lotus 786 from 
Stratum VIIL on whose shoulder two letters are p rf ' 
served; 


I he second letter could also be hrt. 


In script* 0 ® 


96 



Only two letters were preserved on this piece from a Jug; as ait Zaham (2 Chi H ID). o»tt» Chiniham <!? Sam 

19;38K Shoh«m {I Chr 2L27), m even Abraham 
fthough dus is unlikely \YR\ 

It would appear that this is the last pail of a name, such 


Inscription 97 



On the handle of a jug, which was found in the upper 
level in the area of the storehouse, five letters were 
preserved: 

1 5 K *T 13 Malach! 

The engraving is crude and the form of most of the 
letters is distortetf Thus it would seem that this inscrip¬ 
tion was incised bv a man not used to writing, as in 
several inscriptions from Beer Sheba. 1 and perhaps In 
Kription 93 above, Only the mem and the An/are written 
correctly. The lam/ii is written hack wards.® and the last 
lrlt ^ T is apparently a yorf in which the descending stroke 
discontinued in the middle ' The most doubtful 
fetter is the middle one It is similar to (he laier Aramaic 



he , but a third horizontal stroke necessary for a Hebrew 
ht is missing. Thus it seems more probable that ibis is a 
crude and distorted form of the letter akph, in which the 
two horizontal strokes are written in the wrong direr- 
tion * We would therefore have the name MalacM or 
perhaps Malathilu.hu]. This name appears in the Bible 
only as the name of one of the prophets. Even though 
the reading of (his inscription is not entirely certain, it 
supports the theory that Malaehi is the name of the 
prophet, and not his title.* 


I S^r-SM* I. pp 75H 
a fbtd.. P 74. No A 
J, thU, p 74, No f. 

4 JNrf p 74. No S. 
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The inscription is engraved on a neck-less jug fouii 111 
the room next to the southern walk Locus 514a rom 
Stratum X. Three letters are incised on the shoul et 

ion 

The inscription is whole, and there i» no doubt as ,0 ‘ r 
reading. |r is difficult to believe that this is a M 

name Although in (lie IVihlr the name mon ^ ril 
appears (2 ( hr 34:22). it would seem to be a m '* |a c * 
□mn “Harh.is *, which appears in (be parallel pa wage ^ 
Kgs 22: lit Possibly this pig was in ciiliit 11 Kr - * ^ 
iomethmg was "missing", either from il* contents^ 
from rhe measure it was supposed to represent — 
is diA h nit to know 


Preliminary pubftianon ftp 


, ItlSfOglKlfl * 
















fft#r ftpvm 



\ hr- ihridv h‘um I m one of the n*oim m the southwest 
no mine. the U-'vim I5!V, Stratum IX) 

Ei‘gnhn with other vessels, comprise alx>tii half of a 
howl On ihe msidr of this howl (he letters; ri» are 
written mrvrial times 


On rwr .4 I hi <h ruts, these letter* are incised 
tones tone of them with nnh am and tr&) md 
In.r. ..vm .*,» r a ,,,v,„ tw „ lfr df>ub , 

Ti"'*""'* '’ * "' ll> OT 'S' >'"'S «f thr v.ini t his an 

ot ''" r " ‘ >"«* on ,„„vli r , she.ti 

Z ' r ' Z " hr ' !hr «*» aid r„* 

lh... Ihr,, ,, T „ w hr, r,„ ht ^ 

oooir Jh, tm*, i hr lr,rri-s «X b£ k „ 
• IVW*. ,«,!*,«„ , M „ urt , 

* T * *1*1 Krwn ,4 lhr yj ***** 

,r n* T^rz ^ 114 ,H 


112 


although the direction of writing (right to left) is correct 
and twice the name was written front left to nghr 
T he script is crude and archaic, and it appear! to have 
been written bv someone unused to writing, and cf. ihe 
dumsv form of the letters on the crude seal. Inscription 
100.' Possibh the writer copied the name of the on 
several times, and it is difficult to decide if it was done a# 
a game as the exercise of an apprentice, or for another 
purpose, 

f 7 inscription to one of the ostT^ca (Inscription 
^ 111 in which the name of Arad is w r ritten (and ^ 

Inscrip ion 48:1), 

1 ITler* is no Ka SI 5 tor Yadin> proposal lhal iKis is a 0Tr ** 
mwnpijan written (pmtaEy!) without vowels, ’■* 

pl*e name harflv, in £ y vidin, IE} 24 (I974t, pp lE 
1 P trx that here, loo. Yadm loses no opponunitv Io cast ^ 1 L 
1 * semigraphy of Arad, tatung it in (his rase on a proposal ■ “ 
i* ftfn in his own words “rather fit-lftdwd". 




V 














I«*t * IpIlUlM 4 #1 I * 





I Kr *hr»d wo ItMHiil in ihr nM lfat utmtiMrv 

'**?* 'in mom V on* ,Mrr Viirn »ete roamed 

iw *l)e» <he 


l1y * ***** * *o doubt a* n> 

but iKw « mi ,ti«Mim ** to * father « , 

V'T ** * *** - « * ^mi fVih*» 

»** turned *„h ,fat *■**«* ^ Kvk r>( , 

' ft**** vVr^ ^ Vl 

’“*um*\ ^ is^ fm 


M4 


inscription infill* one half" Prof Aft»n^hi suggntfed ** 
mr that T' - rrnghi mean “hidt 1 a* m two itiKTipw"* 
fnifin l.’gant such it would also prrrsm fO kx* ^ c 
definition of the Ugaritk term has bffn dispwTed.’ !%■» 
noc on luvihahlc grounds \FR] 

Beer-Sheba, a jug was discovered wrth the iw^urf 
inscription *tp- half lo t fa e king" \ppare»th « 

meam an official half measure (’issarot*?' fixed b* TT,V * 
detree Perhaps she same inscription was written <wi 
vessel under discussion, which would then h* 1 '* 
used for measuring, as m freer Sheba 

1 ** Ifni* Tn*h<*+ Ho ma l^G-V p && ^ «. 

2 I Vartntner H^rtr+m **- wgmi*M*cn jpwV' ^ P 
Oonrwi IVr Gen Rmrhrf ZAW SS <197U. p l7i 










if wa* 

B ( i 


In* rtf***** 

itt* **•*! 

l« l« «' "’“* ,btt ■“ 

i WU+t -**, M 

Ih* in* «** " 4 pr"K r ^ ZhT^rury 

mitten up 9a ^K' <,r,fft « r/ * r>,r ^ g j Lj * no 

.. . . . i,, 'r h,„ 

rlfrtllrf ffifti dll' wfOMrl 4 ftfF> h < RfJr " M 1,1 ion* J J* 

hnfih wh *' ro rhi* anncM iWm'nn in P . b 
mo^hfe ,mr, m ill ihr Hrbrrw mm**** (hf "£ 
ha tut *fik? ** |pn«rP«rr>rd Im*|tw fbj f ' ,,f ^ V ^ 

rb, f,,,, r .kopJ.il, Iff *h»h A mwh mtnytih^ U*m 

. . mfift i* wtmrn together With -I toft whip i - 

dr* ending right-han.l «ml.r' Ami - Phorn««n 

. . i, ii -Ion rwn *n.r« Morr the md of the 

,rvp«olp rrr.Hiry.* Hn«h .« date would hr 'mpe»«Wt 
/' m well »" '*»' Jmf»M«lnnrjf />• » IS 
.11 xj ■•r ttf iMj{ fugrdiri wilh the rarly h is j Vl 

mh riMiv iff pm n jih #*(■/*■ ihr diffrrror writing of this ®ig n 
III rat h of i fir tnw rlpiion* m low option 102. I hr middlr 
flue * iiiirimim downwards, mu I the two ilnikn on eiihei 
%«lr nirrM in lln- middle ,h -I light angle; in Inscription 

ins. I hr miln line* .. a half-circle 1 . and the middle 

illukr ilori mm hw M 

ftcirh ill tlir bowl* are offering IkwI* found near the 
i.n rdic i.iI ah.ii 1 m fhr i onti Viird of the sanctuary, and ns 

imli n i» pimihfr ihm the signs written on them are 
idnrril in thru run set ration In this servire, 1'be tfttph mav 
he on rihliN-vLiiitMi hn «rrp "holy", .mil r.f, r lie bowl from 
Ifri/oi wiili the double engraving of the letters rtf, once 
on the rim and another lime on ihe outside with 
.idiliiI hiimI letter i/' ,i pot with the inscription err p from 
Ih'i-I Mu-Im, ' .Mid also lire following inscription (No, 104). 

However, it serins more liketv that (lie tfoph is an 
alihirvi.it ii ii i fot irv " i.ii ri fur \i cording to the passage 
from (he Mnhindi iM.us Sh 4:10-11): 

r^ift «m mn ^ mn ac iti* ,mr "i i^y 3^ ^ Km *r 
i3i n 3 v rf?’* 13 ip u n eons l, w mi.i qhi oip K h rt inn^tf ™ 
o iust -1 ’i ti* 5 inp - p i^F awwt hitch .. .pVin 

... ntui-Hp - |t *}is _ 

If * man found a vessel and on it was written Kerfrait; 
W Judah mis If u was of earthenware, the vessel is to 
he deemed immigrated, but iiscontents Kmhan m d ,f 
u was of metal it is to he deemed Karfcin. but its content* 
imi o r ,^ Mri ,f |f ma „ tound a vessel and on it was 
instTilwd a he/ r ihis is fsedhrin n A \fem it n 

^V;^* " 15 «~f™« 

certain I v tuhedi, and if a lau ir „ r^J L t 1 

.. . 


fhrhmmjn puNi-MrHVi ** , u 

“ ™ oiswnpfkni loi). 


tie 


Aside fro* 11 the msenprion. several de*^ 
incised on rhe vessel: undemeatli ff he 
t4 , 0 fi/wis were engraved upside down; per 
W ere contiertoi to the sacrifice, as Mazar sugg^ ^ 
above the ^ ^ sign tdermra] to the second S J** 
bowls was mused. It is difTituli to 
4imi lanty i* (omridema], which leads io the Ctmc ^ 
rhar ibis sign is an ancient symbol related to the ^ 

The inscription* under discussion should 
compared with six ostraca from Tdl Kamid d-L^ fr ^ 
rhe Ute Bronic Period, which were found n« T 
,dnrfuan, according to the excavators* Manjfdd n f x K J 
that a sort of monogram of two signs appear* in ^ 
(ifiracon, hut his interpretation of these signs, b (Qm 
pjHson to later South Semitic inscriptions, is forced Os^ 
of rhe signs, a circle with a line descending am of , t 
clearly a qaph in comparison to early Phoenician K ^u 
f hr second sign is a triangle with two lengthened 
similar to the sign appearing on the marked shd^ 
weights from Judah. m According to Mantfeld s desenp 
lion, first an acute angle with unequal sides was mn*if 
and then the third stroke was added. From the drawing 
it is clear (hat hi most of the examples the third stmlr 
begins at (he end for near the end) of the shorter lined 
the angle, and crosses The longer line. In three sherds 
several atteiripis were made until the sign was written 
correctly (Ostraca 4, 6, 7). 11 In two cases, the line of ibt 
qoph crosses one of the lines of the second sign (Ostrau 
6, 8), and in one case the two signs are written as a 
Ilgam re. with one of the lines of (he triangle serving ai 
tlir line of the ^oph also (Qstraeon h). 

The suggestion by Mansfeld to read the second sign a* 
an tUfph because it is the only letter formed by a crossed 
acute angle, and because there is no other similar letter. ? 
is unfounded, Just as in the inscriptions under disc usskh 
from Arad, there is no rhoict bur to assume that before 
us is the letter qopk with an additional symbol. There b 
even a resemblance beiween these symbols from Arid 
and those from Kamid ebLoz. In both cases, the hasit 
form is an angle with an additional line crossing it. and 
only the direction of the crossing line is different. 

Even though distance and 400 years separate these 
inscriptions, it would be difficult to suppose that the 
great similarity is purely coincidental- Both are con¬ 
nected in sanctuaries, and in both there is a i 
(abbreviation for “sacrifice 1 or “holy 41 } with the addition 
of a sign, apparently related io the consecration of these 
objects to the sanctuary and its cult 

1 F M Crma, B ASOK 16ft tlW2), p. 41; ,\hart>ni. Land, p. 
n 100. 

2 q M«ai (Msiisbr), Uihorunu l l (HVI IT. p. 369 (Hi*-ii «*»»* 

t-’ipigrafa. PI. XXXIV, 

3. Motcwi, iiSi.t 

4 I- Bn,t * Pf khim, Jhr DtvrlofmerU of the Latt PfrwnifwH SrH^ 

( - 1, nl' lT ^K<-, M.ivt flWMt). pp nai.-]7rj. In Aramaic fcpafripiiwi*'* 
umiUr n*iir u known only from ihe *i*ifo century, J r ' Jai ^' 

^ lh* Dn*l#pmmt of ,ht Aromair tonpt. Jerusalem (lOTO, Pf 5 - ^ 
’‘S- wjinr io rmphaaire her^* ihar ihrre i^ no tfouN * 1 

^An m? hy „f ihr two hnwls. I h«e whole vnuwl* were riMtLnct « 
'■ln in ilrar vridii K r^)iitiH rfitiieiit I lie*r ifrlkalr 

nriH were hnjrwl ,n Ai art only in the nri|{hborhood 
and nfjr in be wiih type* ^ bum**** 

lKn ™ ff r »m later permdi 




^ V \ adiai ft rit. f frejnr ^—4, JrniSSLfem 1961, PI. CCCLVH' 4—ft. 

°°CLVIII; ft fHcb,). 

■ |. i). 7ft 

H R Mwar. Erm-Iiroet IX (I9W»), p. I6fr t PI. XXXV; ft (He6 X 

* fttaiinfelrl. Sthfiben nvii *ltkjma*nisrhe» ButtisutlwmNrtfi 

Ml 1 K.imiH el-l/ 17 . ,S<Mrftrur|#r WeifrafT' tw * (t 1 *.! 1 ''. 

I 1 ! 5 32-56; hs 4; ft 

V,d hbt IV, «iU. ftl>7-86H tHet»4 

^nifrlri j tn intriplrt vine of there Mg'*'* 1 ** leiinv 

, roi kyiii ponifede IU me 

* ^-n^telil tf. nr. fmve 9), p 3,4. 



4/^4 

llirce (frail mi on ihrrdi fiom kimnl d lfti, ti4 
t. Mamleld, kamid rl Iju kurmdi WHhirie 

HfUragf liar 4fjetw«4u«(r 7 {19701, pp 2ft, 2ft 



kortun m<oi|HHiii and fjuthMi on a mftf 
m ^'1 {mm JeniMlem litm ihr Hfhitiafl per- 

uni. ltd ft Marar tmz-lnotl V il97li, 
PI XXV I 


1T7 











THE SEALS 





Inscription 105* 

A seal. ton taming iwo Imrs <>l script divided b> <wo 
parallel honrontal Imry 


To Eituivb 
Son of Eahiyahui 

For discussion, i nd Inv upturn 107 below 

* lVfliniihjn publtcMhH) at »e*h- UHL IflH. t*4 V Mumm V*1* nt 
ft'wal Funajonaiid hitm At-^, f prli !H hI*W 7), pp 101-109 
(Hrf> S.nglish tnmm»n p 71*1 
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Inscription 106 

A seal containing two linrs of script divided bv iwo 
parallel horizontal tines. with a geometric doign ar either 
end of I he lines: 

To Eli&ehib 
Son of Eshiyahu 

For discussion, vU Inscription 107 below 


Inscription 107 

A seal li would be difficult to determine from whar 
material it w r as made without harming it. On examina¬ 
tion, limestone, quam. and apparently clay were disco¬ 
vered The seal is very light (specific gravity 2 06) and 
relatively soft. Its color is black and ihe color of the 
engraving is brown, 

It was probably made from ceramic day. or rise from 
passe Its black color may be due to she absorption of 
hydrocarbons. 

There is a longitudinal hole through (he seal, 

There are ivn lines of script separated bv a geometric 
design: 

To El[i]ashib 

S]on of iahiyahfu 

These ihree seals (Inscriptions 105-107) were found in 
I he same room, a small chamber abutting on the 
southern wall. Three osiraca were also found in this 
room tNos. 31, 52, and 541. and a nch collection of 
delicate vessels (rid- shove, p 561 It would seem thai this 
room was a storehouse and archive of the commander of 
ihe citadel in Stratum VII, 

The three seals were found near the western wall of 
the room. Two were discovered on ihe floor, and she 
third was found during (he siftmg of the soil from ibis 
room, The* were probably kept on a shelf together wkh 
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, < (i the A*** during ihe 

,*hr' impkfneta*. *>d '™ ^ found Utrettfed m 

frvrwuw Urm*tu*'H * rjfl r hr waU 

two ^ iW«r. i*nxthl\ ^ . r ^j, befe«ng«* 10 

tt t* inierctftfig MlJv;j bu. wrlMmm* n 

f |»r -rr. nur». W.-hA *» ^^ npr((fnS I-lft 
Jo 01 from die archive r > appears written 

*<. . '"■• ■»; f 

li»l h ,(fir rbirrf * . Lwelth <>u* The 

|J»rtil>lr Jcrn-.v ar<rf w,w . h , f Xiongs 
double *W wa* ^Tin^M nnly rVrn ' |jdrdi rVC n 
la IWI word* Mir yod J d Efiadiu *‘ <s ‘ J a vowd. 
ihiniilli >11 lht» iiwr » 11 -' <"' I "‘> ,M, '' '"' (jI j“ 1 

UMiU «r -he 1^1 «"•■« * "’''’" r - 1 Wt 

, 1 , 11 , ,rl,I lll,ltl,«l "if Wii'irw- "«' al l " 1,1 ,f ' !* : 

<bm brfvr .. "H'n* r«„,i.|.Pl- «f Kfiipbir »««»*'»" 

,„ v „h. I mi nniplr ph«n«K bwv “ h « h nrcn * ,h ' 

ri>, ijir /ivpothr.r, nugKCHfd m o»hcT Hmilm «**» 

1 1,r»r (birr M'.il« are .-»pri ialJv tmfonmi to rhe 

. ..-I “Dir I frljirw wal»" ill general l! wems 

thdi i bin ii the fmJ rime that inch seal* were nuind m 
ihrn plair of origin, ind M is possible in scnilinize more 
r*uirlly dim period, r ml. and fbe authority of ii.eir 
bearer 

hi ilie- pmrirf j.isr, M if rlear that ibese private seals, 

11 hi i ,iii ii 1 i g only the name of ificii bearer, were iini a! at] 
private, but belonged to an official who had a greai deal 
of authority ll is interesting to note that Eliashib kepi 
Keveird seals, probably ft>r sealing official documents and 
i onsignmenti. perhaps sometimes used by his subord]- 
nairs I hui ii i> deai that the lark of a title or emblem 


«imI l hi* 


Hebrew veil] does not prove that it was a private 


uf the *efl impressions found on the handles of 
oVC r Juc^h. vis-a-vss ihe royal seal mipre SS)0ns * 
former seal impressions are usually explained as beU 
lflg io landowners or to porters; 4 but as we have ^ 
i( i s likely thai they belonged to government official* 1 *' 
jj jhe "private" sea! impressions are usually f Glind 
jars identical to those on which the royal ^ £ 
a p pended - 

2j "Private" seal impressions identical to each other Wer 
found in different tells in Judah, m places fairly far hZ 
each other, similar to “lboV H sea Is. ^ 

3) Ar Rarnai Rahek a jar handle was found on which a 
"private" seal and a royal seal were stamped next to e^h 
other, 6 [At Larhtsb two more jars have been discovered 
each bearing private seal impressions on some handles 
and royal seal impressions on others, 7 ! 

The seals under discussion here strengthen this hypo, 
thesis, being a decisive proof that seals on which only !h e 
owner's name is written may he seals of government 
officials. 

These seals prove that Eli ash ib son of Esbiyahu w as 
[fie com man del' of the fortress of Arad both in Stratum 
VII and Stratum VI. The conclusions arising from this 
fact will be discussed below in the general summary 

[ Cf. E*c btbi L col, 3.54 tH C h,K 

2 . H E . Ginsberg, BA^OR 1 09 { 1948 ), p 21 , n. 10 ; ¥. Abxroni, 

Rakel I, pp- 44t.; II. pp. 17f. 

3. Duingvi. fH-nsumi, pp. Moscau, L'tfrtgmpa, pp, 72fT.- p ^ 

Grusi, Judean Sr.imps, El 9 (1969), pp. 20-2T 

■I, Rum-at Rahet 11, p, 61. 

5. V. Aharorii, Hebpt'v j&t-Siampi from Ramat Rahd, Errii-Isrrinf 6 

(l96ft), pp. (Heh., English summary p. 28*). 

6. JfdRjtft Rahrl E, pp. !6f,i 53f. 

7. D, Lfssistikirk BASOR 22S (1976), pp. 1-13. 


Inscription 108 



A wal, containing ihrcr line* of script Ifijuble lines 
separate the row*: 


To Berekyahy 
Son Of hu 
Son of S ^al w ny ifty 


Tlte seal is worn 
convex, ihe reniet 


from usage, and suite ir 
was espef ialh worn down 


i» slightly 
f he f enter 


of rhe second line is loo worn to read, but if is clc ,ar that 
after rhe word 13 "sun of”, comes a name ending iti 
)ahii f bus ihe seal combined three name* ending 
‘-Vrihu h, r ihe last rwo with the .nidirion of 13 "son of: 
la Berekyahu son of yahu son of Shelemyahn 
As f;tr as we know, ibis is rhe first seal in whi< Ii tnnrr 
rlian rwo generaiions are indicated. I heir are seals af 
rhice lines or more. 1 but no more than I wo generations 
ATt lA, |if, ca Even on the seal impression on a fttdto ^ r<in1 
J lf hish, which has ihree lines, ihr last line does 
ton la in a ptrsofial name, but atiiiaienily the |ii‘des8in«i 
fl*h» **prophef w ), a 
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t Wt> nim« is a common phenome 

on the Bible, bui the second name ts u^uallv ihe 
nart ie. ^nd not the name of the father's father 
ta rr^i*t ^ f™TD "Meramoth [he Min of lHah. 
taTion of Hakko?", Neh 3:4). In the biblical genealogies. 

€ jirt , mentioned who hold an office passed on from 
1 jhcr to s*in, and in such cases, the third name is the 
1 D f ( he ancestor with whom she office was originally 
^.T-,, cited." Thus it may be supposed that Shelemyahn in 
^ ii.eal is not the name of ihe gtandfarher of Br 
tvahu. bni the family name, and lhat the owner of ihe 
I in a governmental office at Arad Reinforcing 

dns hypothesis is the fact ihat lhis seal was found in a 
htnise next to that of Eiiashih son of Eshivahu, also from 
Stratuni Vll. 

Mav we conclude from ihe name Shelemyahn some¬ 
thing about Berekyahti's profession? Berekvahu and 
Sheleniyahu are common names in ihe Bible (Bercchiah 
,nd Slide mi ah), 4 ihus any relationship can only be an 
educated guess. Pertinent to our discussion is the family 
of doorkeeper^ Meshelemiah-Shelemiah (1 Clht 26; 1. 9, 
14 ) member of this family. Zethariah the son of 


Meshdrmiah, was "purtft of she dom of ihe lem of 
meetiug (| t;hi one of the keefnos. of the 

ihneshhokl who were apyiatemly responsible for she 
money donated in the lemple C2 hy> 12 10. 22 Ii ' Hie 
sanctuary ol \tad no doubt needed a iieastiTes who 
would keep the donations and tithes ll ts tnie that the 
sanctuary was mu m use m Stratum VH and was 
completely destroyed in Snaium VI. probably Mhmmg 
Josiah s reform; however, as we learned from ihe 
n$ira<a. Arad ctmtittued to srive as a lollettum point fo» 
the lithe^ even afset the desiruction «>l ihe sanctuary (ltd 
Inscription 5;ll-l2k ll is not impouiblr thai Bevrk 
yahu's ofhee was connected with these activities. 

J UiTirnKei, lirniumi. p 233 

2, V 3hmMii. ifj iiw (lynixi. p |h7 V yhanwi Itat H*mar« II 
H9m\. p 21 ,Hch I 

3 Fur » comptH»M of Sotomim'* iwnuirrs tadled 'n«h lw ihr laitiill 
nsirrur id ipenftc Dflvr hrJrrn a L'itjth. iM \ \li, iniir 
OnmtMm 1R(193CH. pp H 24 jml Mn-v SrAo^n* II I pp I'W 713. 
and flat ahovp, OMr<un 33-36 

4. Korhlet Raomgfartnrr. pp 133, 9H| 

5. R df Vaux, , 4 no#ni Lrmdan 1961 , y 379 



Inscription 109* 


A seal, containing (wo lines of script separated by a line: 
To Darshiya- 

hu son of EzferJ for Uzz[aj) 

The right-hand edge of the M?ai is broken, thus only part 
of the last truer of the first line remains (ke); in ihe 
second line, only the lower horizontal line of the siivtn 
remains, and ihe last Irllci is missing, Ihe probable 
completion of (he inscription is " To Darshivahu son of 
F-zcr " cn "^zra". Ezet and llzza are c ommon names, and 


Plrliminarv publicalHXI: N UmtHli. IxrJivatWfW Td 3r*<k 

JVrliminan .. itn* Se, ( *nd Sea»m, tEf 17 (W7), pp, 2^- 

abt* in Hebrew in V^uH 2H (l«M), p 167 


1 ismi 


cut Inscriptions 22:2; 23:8; 51 2; 58:3; and 72:4 in 
conirast, [he name Darsbhahu is a new name, appearing 
here for the first time. 

The engraving was done crudely, po&sibfc at Arad. 
The letters arc written negatively. as is usual on scab 
aside from (he nun. which was written positively. This 
also demonstrates ihat the engraver was unused to his 
craft. There is the beginning of a hoie drilled where the 
seal is broken; probabh the seal broke during the 
drilling and was never used The seal was found in one 
of the rooms from Stratum VIII. but the script appears 
io he earlier Notice especially ihe n*i* with a hall-viivle 
ai the top. the square M with a long horizontal stroke, 
and the round ana. 

This script cannot be later than the ninth century , ihus 
gc woiikl appear that the origin of the seal ts from an 
rather period. 
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IHHhH ADDITIONAL TEXTS 

A \ 

. _ .l, i uM Jiic fori re#* Ai 

1,-1 A,*l m ')» mmw ' — a(n „ IIff sh „ri, 

wrrr dmovrred rrtrn^n for Hie 31 

fpforrrd fotfn vM follr* tr*l by t * w * ,|] disco 

Ml thr Hf restm-tim l»* 

vried the lift! (No N f, M ni1 r r ' J fhe JYI 

found Tiippi^K do* '**'*?"? ' f nufn * 

\U* J SSrlr* FujwdrMon AJJ , * 1 '" , , , j e f 

l-r«1 ,m-I ,r*Lr,rrf -C-* f* *"* ^ ww 

jr-VNif nprfiHiofi famed ml* *1 Id * M " 

brJI'i nHforrffwm was underway. . 

P hr m 111 j i of -IJ three m* ripfinn» ton cifxtnd* to rh< 
of Ar ,ii I Noimiiii VI J ht* is obvious from mrnpansnn of 
trrtain diagiwisru letter*. r.g thr with those "n 'R( 
|Mlroj(rMphk( (able I tom lhar minium (cf, |>p 13*- 

134) Our hand copies have been prepared m the 
i.urir manna as r forte published by Ahamni, with fine 
addition when rhe pencil copy was photocopied, the 
iming mi rntniparnti paper was phoiocopied over a 
M.„k aitd while photograph of the oalracon. Thus, the 
stains, si nr* mi and other markings of I he original can he 
seen behind the penciled interpretation, I me photo* 
graphs, by Avraham Hay, are also included as wilh (he 
previously published tents. 


Inscription Jl°* 

Sherman iso* ^ M ® shu,,aTn - ^ u,re of Elnutbafo} 
(5 o-an^s<?J son of] Mach,, squire of GedBfitft; K ^ } 

This inscription was found along with other parts 0 f k 
same vessel, a jar, jusr outside of the Israelite fo n i*J^ 


same vessel, a ]<*■ }“*• “ t,iC ****emt fonres, 

,he northern side The text is a list of person*! 


* 


apparently indicating rhe men to whom the conim^ 
the jar were consigned The placing of th e tc * t ^ £ 
present sherd, dose to the bottom, favors the assume- 
thai this was really an inscription on the intaa ^ 


jar. 

aw — the traces after the he do not represent a wc* 
The name may be interpreted as Zmiyfr, a hiih^ 
unattesied name. A short form, ending in ^ instead ' £ 
-tffru. One might compare the biblical name Shamnu, m 
C hr 2:2 8, el al.). 

abflffl — For this well known name, vitL Aharom 
observations on its occurrence in Inscription 39 3 u ^ 
well known from ancient Hebrew seals and ninety 
people by that name are known from the Bible A|. 
though the word ben, “son”, is not written, it would seen-, 
obvious that MeshuHam is the father of Shemiyah; \ht 
relation between the two names would thus be identical 
to that on an inscribed Seal In fact, the present [ext max 
be a copy of the text on a bulla or bullae that sealed 3 hi* 
very jar. 

ivi — This term has been discussed recently by 
Avi-Gad* and MacDonald, 3, It is obvious that n’r original', 
ly indicated simply a “youth,” but was in use in ancieni 

* For Nos, IIl>-II2 the initial publication was A. F. Rainey, Three 

Additional Hebrew Ostraea from Tet Arad, T«| Aviv 4 {|t|7y), jjp 

97-104, Pis. 5-6. 


3 & * technical designation for a certain funruonan 
lSf ^tihu 1 7 contexts, the mar is a “squireT usually a 
main serving as art armor bearer lor a quaUfted 
Hhtme man. He was most likeh an apprentwr who 
", ,ld someefat be a full Hedged warrior himself with his 
*’ ,J uiiieis' Frobabh bv viriue of such a relationship, 

. wn , ... —a ,, ,l.. j r . r 


ten am 
menior's 


individual* also served as ihe stewards of their 


estates Such was Ziba, iwiir of the house of 
Siui l- iy lBt Thr r f n(1 ^ T,n S ^ ’ squire” seems 

nus, appropriate and can cover borh the militarv and 
jifwardship roles/ As managers of csiaies the men of 
h „ rank were also responsible for delivering com 
m(X iities from the produce of The estate to their masters/ 
la the present texi, it is strange to have two separate 
individual*, each in the sendee of someone else, as 
rci ipients of the commodity in the jar. Likewise, it would 
sc em unusual for thetr names io mdicate that thev had 
shipped jointly some commodity from their respective 
estates 10 f hc fortress at Arad. Rut both names do 
appear together so one explanation or the other must he 
considered* Perhaps their shipments had arrived in 
separate vessels and for local reasons (lack of space or 
ihe like) they were poured into the same jar and the 
eniries from their respective bulla* inscribed on the side 
to assure I hat they would get credil, 
pjfijhtc — a slight trace of the final hub may appear at 
The edge of the sherd. The name is borne by an 
important official in Jerusalem during the reign of 
jehoichin (Jer 3b: 12; 22-32) who may even be ihe faihei 
0 f Nchushta, mother of that king (2 Kgs 24:8). Another 
Elraihan appears in Lathish Letter No. 3:15. 

’ 3 D — This hvpociristic name is attested once in (he 
Hebrew Bible, Num 13:15. In view of the entry on the 
firsi line where father and son are evidently both 
mentioned we would assume that Machi here is the 
father of someone whose name had appeared at the end 


of the ptevtuHis I me, perhaps rhe Final ban at the end uf 
line I. 

Like the name mw, this, well known name 
seenw to have the pivti exihe s^iellmg withoul final nvm 
Admittedh the evia m b*uh vases migfil ha'.e been 
effaced hui ih»> wms fiigfih untikeh Naturally, one i» 
led to sywhiilate m whethn this Gedialiah mat have 
been the royal steward known from ihr seal impmattm 
found ai Lathish, who in turo. mighi have I’tren ihr von 
of Pashhur who. hkr Fhiaihan was an advisor dunng 
the latiei da vs of the monarchy tjei 38 l) thr miur 
reme of two j)er$i>iia 9 names home bv nival counsellor* 
of ihe same penod could, nevertheless, he strictly 
fortuitous. 

|... ]xp — Phe qoph is quite ileai 1 ‘he second letirt 
mighi have been a dalei, which aviggesif a name like 
^diFiy'l. Kadmiel (Ezra 2:40, ft ai\. l)t ihe Iriiei may be 
uxtii which would admit the pcmibi'liiy of names like 
qwtyb, Kolaiah (Jer 29:2lb tjfutt, Kw (l Chi 4 HI or fwM. 
Kushaiah (l Chr 15:17). An Edomite name like 
Eos’anal (yuf above. Inscription 12:2) srcttis unltkeh in 
this context. 


1 For a ducuHion of the ve«ei type, rf M Ahiroet fhe jar brannp: 
Arad Test 110. tW Avni 4 (1977). p JOH 

2 H Avi-Ciad, Ne* Uflfx m ihe Na ar Seek apud F M Ctm W | 
Lemke and P □ Milln nil . MoeuJm On Hi Vfiftlfii Arti *f 14dL 
Carden Ciw, N } . 1076, pp 294-300 

3 J. Mat-EVitiaUI The anO Rofce of the \a ju in lu^eliir Sixihi 

JNES S5 (1976). pp 147-170 

4 md pp fOO-170 

5 Cf mewl merutv A F Rainey. The 5»a m Lit** til ihr Siinaru 

Ostraara, Tet Am 6 {1979). p 92 


I... UrjbK -tjfj.Dbttm nnoc 1 L 


ilmbw -it?j rabma rtnax; .1 

I.. -1 xp i .2 





1 23 

















^3, 


fir. 




.... ] x r(?)a jn .1 
[*... 3 ‘iniunai rn ,2 

E... J \t\k\ -rma.ie-i .1 
! .... ] x 117 atfj n%i* ,4 
[. •. 1 owri.rt»;? .5 
i... .& 

[.h,]»K, gHvfri ,7 
I... ] .n’ja .0 
i .« .1 flit .9 


1 { you sa] 

2 <df 7>, and with/on (lh«) guard [ J 

■3 v #nf much {afl}ratd(?); and i will givaf?). [should bo/it) 
* b ® lake ' 1 *« will Send bach a report \. ] 

5 The hors* was- [ . ] 

6 rh@ produce 

7 and to hear and [ | 

fl water f ] 

9 wifh/to I 


Lmc J 

’ * _ The ' ra '" r «™ b l* *>' The entire line i, rn,,,, 
prohlrnun, h<- p.„ word hn m the rente, „„ x hi 

le»H ,,nr to thml of a per»n*l name end,„ K .# 

one bejmnms «fc n- ,., n* or ■« j, h„d ,„ „ Jlllmt 
Wc have assumed that ihe urrv 1 
had TT, thus [Ajrt, but this i* » n Iv a g u ^ H ^ 

40™ „T <"«M be pend » in Cert 

w 4l *■ w military, eg a* m v r i. i % l# 
might he ui erdotai a* m Srh 12:*4 and \%M *' ** " 


Line 3, 

K-1 ['| — this seems the most like tv restoration unless a 
hrsi or second person verb form be preferred. The third 
person form could be the siative adjective of a sentence 
such as The *t Kin, cf. I Sam 31:4. 

jn»i — the absence of a decided “tittle" at the top of 
rhe stroke preserved at the break militates against a he. 
The stance suggests a nun like the one apparently 
preserved neat the end of line 1 . 

Line 4. 

— the preservation of the lamed in the ortho- 
graph y requires a nifat. Our conjectural reconstruction 
ibis sentence is based largely tin our rendering of 
following < la use. A present-future such as wltiitpift would 
mmi likel y t<wnc at the head of its clause unless 
preceded by a particle such as the conditional rm or tj 
01 perhaps pen 

3iPi — all 1 he letters seem clear enough to snbsiantt*** 
r 3r u ' a ^ing. We take this da use to he (In protasis of i 
conditional or temporal statement, “(If/when) be/it « 
faken, we Will send hack a reply" hn the exprewi** 1 ' 



[‘.Jxxtt j(? 3 ,i jn 1 

E. * d haismi m ,2 

£ ... J (DtJliKl b lKn,Jn .3 
l h ., j ? x w a©i n .4 

E... 3 rran.rr»n r 
E 3 ' .6 

t . -. 3 cnKjmt7Vi .7 
t - -. ] ,nm .« 
E... | nj* 9 


" IO sefld b ** k a mea ® a K e *** d. Isa 41:28; E*k 

. 1 - *1 the drift might possibfy be read as hr or perhaps 
~ in d she Vi could be dal* since its tad is pneticalh 
tn grated Brit the third letter tan hardk he aruthmg 
re& Out rendering seems The most lifcdv in view of 
(Jlc preserved traces and the apparent come*I, 

L ?t31 — (he orthography with an interna] main leriwnrs 
kn a long vowel is not uncommon though used only 
^radically in the pre-ntilic period. For further details 
't Aharom's discussion, m/m, p. 112 >. One is ted to 
wonder whether hass&s refers here to a single horse or 
collectively so “the horse”, i.e. the supply of hones for 
the chancery (Josh H:4). 

Line 5, 

.1 .— the second sign looks more like a smeared word 
divider under (he magnifying glass though it might give 
the impression of a small taw in the photograph, 
i 3 jri — the second letter has been slightly smeared bv 
a long scratch across the face of the sherd, Lt could 
hardly be anything else but 'ayin Cf. the ”ayin in the next 
line. The word is evidently ‘Mr e the equivalent of rfrtio*. 
"produce" (Josh 5:1 1 — 32). The correct vocalization of the 


mdrpcndrni form m Hebrew, as agatnst (hecmistuict ys 
rtjHumemed; cl Uin llehiew >0 h 
^ kadian Mm Fm tis .whri meutnemr. . f meta 
concerning Inscn^stioe 31 10 

l-iTte / 

1 ™ W ' ll1,(lrT •h * 1 (here is a M «in (hat might kwik 
«ke the tail of a risk but iltr sh,q>e of the (etin is penuled 
at its right esiieumy nnhke a Vftn thr word doidn 
the hnal letter looks like Itatrs o| an rslef or a nwiw, it 
the altf in *d, line 3, and the u'rtu in iknei. Ime T i 

Line 8 . 

tt'a — althongh (he second and thud letters am pnorh 
preset-veri, the tiaies seem certain, especially when 
examined undet a magnifying glsss 

Line 9, 

ft* if this is an mdrjienrirni word as it seems to !>r 
the meanings “with" and also in air possible foi the 
preposition (for the latter cf mpro. Inst nption 24 PH It 
could also lie the accusative part tele 
So this text fragment provides us with tuntne ven 
interesting orthographies and a tantalizing con text I hr 
epistle would have been of great interest had it hern 
complete 


Inscription 112 

Fleur 67 fh q3t measures) 

Flout 60+ x hq3t measures 

Both lines contain the same signs except that in the 
second line, the hq3t measure preceds the numeral, as M. 
Gdrg has, pointed ^nJr. , In such cases, the hieratic digit 
was then meant to be taken as lens, as noted above with 
regard to Inscriptions 25 (n. 3) and 34. We have 
accepted Gdrg s conjecture that ihe hij3t sign was in¬ 
tended in the first line also Gorg has also identified the 
Final sign of the line I as the hieratic seven which also 
seems correct 10 us However, the traces of an additional 
numeral afier (he 6 (for 60) in line 2 are not sufficiently 
clear to warrant his assumption that the amount in that 
latter line was also 67. So we hair translated, “dtl + x." 

^ for the vocable, ap. Aharoni has noted that it is 
probably an abbreviation for nap, “flour" (cf. supva 
regarding Inscription 8:2). The full word, with all three 
consonants, m usually spelled out in (he Arad texts 
(Inscriptions I ;5, 5:3, ft at (r does no( seem likely to us 
™ 'here is any connection between 4 m in the Arad 
and either Egyptian km,f or Akkadian px , 1 

^ qmh nMrl 4 m m <trri AradA)»tr*kfL, flfNiskf NWurs. 

, 1,,T wgrUMhm Didtwamt 6 ( I97»|. np KM J 

* (>p. 7-9 



’Sy>Z 


\ 


67 ibq3t> 1 
60 - * hqjr a? .3 


?25 







tNSt'.tUHt’.U WEIGHTS AND ROYAL 



SEALS 


WDIAM AHABO.NI 

Arad Ri * foCU* of 
f« »*» of - m P'" Unr l 1 ,,,,X the ,r. scribe,) 

rpijfraphu diifwrtFri. u **** , te included in 

weighu and roytd, seal* < - objects, 

.he blMi *«• Hie find .pou »< h« 

.l™ ... sta* '*\ W " " ^ 

J .... .-wr.nri w..h <hr 

,d ,W <l»Hr. til evidence in <J.eo.«lee« « <**« “ ,hoK 
intereiled in the history of Ati& 

Shekel might* the Arad manliomi have b™ughi 

light ihirirrn mample! rj f inw ribed wrights. _ 

,L,I . S„„, VI VIII M.i« of then. bear .he uina 

ivinbol. . ulu. .. h.eralK numeral' There were M» ol 
(hr "I ihrkd' elans, three of "2 shekels,' two of 
thrkrb/ and four of the ihtskcT r^reffory. One of the 
toiler, No. II, kicked the symbol bur had instead a 
crooked line 1 he Iasi rw/a in our list, were marked by 
rbr word o’a, pym, (hey were not found in a stratified 
content, f hr weights and (heir relevant statistics arc 
given in ihe lah)e below 

fWilh regard to ihr falter two weights, there is no real 
reason to doubt the r or reel ness of Ch Clcrmont- 
(tonneaus explanation of S'B as the dual of rt ®- 1 In Zech 
IH H r D'JIP-'D means I wo tbirdf as contrasted with rpwhtfb. 

I hr rnnsonatitaf orthography, in spite of ihe exceptions 
already noted in ihe Lachish anti Arad inscriptions , 1 


favor* the view that the yod was not just a muier 1 ^, 
and lhar the original vocalization was p«jm, m j Sund _ 
siood by the Massoreies tn I Sam 13:21, who read *_ 
Although p and p” appear in Phocniaan/Puj,^ H \ h 
name of a coin and of a small weight of silver , 1 i* u ■ * 
as likely that the Semitic word Fiad become a standard 
weight or unit on its own, or else that it is an entity 
foreign term completely unrelated to Heb. puyim. Giv^ 
[he important role of the Phoenician cities in Mediie rri 
mean commerce, there is no reason why a West Semitic 
term should not have gained such usage. AFR] 

Royal itats. Only nine seal impressions of the fad 
were found during all the five seasons of excavation at 
Tel Arad; these were on broken jar handles of the usual 
type, Four of the jar handles were found in dear 
stratigraphic contexts from Strata VIII and VII. Th? 
first three listed below were of the "two-winged” impre*. 
si on bearing the inscription, nan t rini, “For the king, 
Hebron,” Class III according to Diringers system* 
Above the impression on example No. 3 there is m 
incision consisting of two concentric circles one inside the 
other, with a dot in the center. No. 4 is of ifa 
“four-winged” type, H3HP, S’PS 1 ?, Diringer's Class II . 7 Nos, 
5-9 are only small fragments of jar handles; notie of 
them were found in stratified context. 
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Kin 


lil.tr k irnne 
White stone 
Whtre yicjiie 
Reddish atone 
Lt Brown stone 
Giey srrine 
Grey smnr 
While scone 

White stone 

Grey smnr 
Brown sicMir 
Brown atone 


Description 

Hcd-brown day, 
whim grit* 

Brown day, btofk 

tore, whirr gnu 
Red brown day. 

It ™V <cnre, white gun 
BTOWn day. grrv 1 orr, 
Brits. and Ftrr* 

Brown clay, grey 
<tw*. while gnls 
Grry day, while 
jfnu 

hiirrre as jIn,w 
brown clay jprr 
' 'nr. whrtr ^rrn 

fin r Gy _ jfiry {tirt , 
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ALtfie lhc lmik m 5 tT 1 P lK>ns Wrr * found on whole 

;^| S in stta The contrast be!ween Arad and Beer- 
k^ba where the tm\k vessels are prankafh unknown 
’d other plaf« such as lachish. Ramai Rahel and the 
* Shephdah and Hill Country sites, where thev a,e 
n abundance, requires some explanation N, Naaman* 
Lj 11 as a chronological indicator; he believes that 
Bee r Sheba II was destroyed by Sargon, some years 
before Lafhish ill was destroyed by Sennacherib That 
[he Arad examples, which are only stray handles, come 
fr0 m Strata VIII and VII, ai least conforms to Aharoni’s 
synchronization of Arad VIII with Lachish 111 (and 
Brff .Sheba 11 ). That all of the Classes were , lS ed 
contemporaneously in Lachish HI and that they are not 
JO ^ separated from the system of stamping "private" 
scJ ]s on the same type of jar, has been proven by the 
recent excavations at Lachish. It follows, then tha( there 
is a lugh degree of probability in favor of He?ekiah s 
administration as the time when these seal impressions 
^re inaugurated ." 1 

As for Beer-Sheha, only one impression, and that on a 
palhos rather than the standard jar, was found, It is 
hardlv credible that Hezekiah would have gone into the 
alliance against Sennacherib without having strong forts 
in the Negeb. He had expanded westward at the expense 
of the King of Gaza (2 Kgs 18:8; ] Chr 4:42-43) and 
had done extensive building, mainly storehouses and 
supply centers (2 Chr 32:27^39) throughout the king¬ 
dom, Furthermore, there is nothing in Sargon’s inscrip¬ 
tions, and certainly 110 suggestion in the Bible, that the 
Negeb suffered at the hands of that Assyrian ruler. .Such 
action would hardly have passed unnoticed; the Negeb 
was too important to Judah and its fate always worthy of 
special notice in the eyes of Judean historians 

Therefore, the scarcity of Imtk seal impressions in the 
Negeb must be due to some other factor, probably 
having to do with their function in the administration. 
For one thing, the distribution as we know it was 
probably influenced by the emergency measures taken in 
the face of Sennacherib’s attack. Though manv such 
impressions have been picked up on the surface bv 
visitors to biblical Socoh in the Shephelah j(Kh. Ahhad. 
H Sokho), none have been fa tit, su-JUt! Such a situation is 


haid n\ reconcile wuh the common!* accepted view that 
e pUe names represent royal pot trues On the other 
n4j , *** 'use nptimi. Imtk designates nnal pmpertv 
ru a £0nc * flU * V « 1 «KK tswtie from ros*\ vmmard* 1 
c distribution of the ^ars 10 ( be vamnis center* was 
uti oubtedly part of ihe prepara non r for ihe war with 
ssvna Some places were provisioned from ihe nival 
ymevardt, eg lachish, liamai Rahel. while others were 
dependent on the taxes and tithes from the pm ate 
estates This can easily account for the absence of tmtk 
impressions m Negeb sties 

Most focal vineyards were in the hilt country, as in the 
davj oi (S Chr 20 10) Thus three of the ptare 

names on the impressions are from ihe hills Ziph {note 
that i ?.ziah had vinedressers in nearby Carmel, fa ciU, 
Hebron and Mmff (which we still belie*r is a shortened 
form of* ftiemfab}. 11 There were, however, some vine¬ 
yards in the .Shephelah (cf Idgs 14:5). so we also have 
Socoh. though admittedly , this might be the S-* oh in the 
southern Mill Country (Josh 15:48) AFRJ 
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EOGR aphic DISCUSSION 


PAI 

I , .<* strata ranging 

Wr hiVf hrfwf 'H f " y f j, rlau* makfnj? 

ifir irtiih id ik* >l * f ^ *'***"*. _ ■ mifiaflffll of 


ten tun 

P nr irifUF 

Miwiblr «- P™***' h Hebrew »cribcs 

drvi^apmrnf of iff# *"1* ^ 

riming th» pervxi a nitn chronology 

....... 

„„ly If--.-. >!«• I'"'"'' | ,,f ihr .r-n-rrhy <««« 

ihr l.*hi*h Ih^iv fr^rn tb* Hla*hvvahu 

the Sifoant i 


|„„„ (hr .r,„„ -.1 J-H -t’ 


I heir 
wlimr 


,Utr . known .hr *K>«" ^ ™j'b C 

,,,„„ .,( tlr/rkiali. (I.i.«l ■' l.tr«r hrfore t ( 
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,„ v . .. hul ■« '>•■ h-.r..r m 

I ,h« (hr'r., (iiffrrrnrr hc.wrrr .hr .uni***"?. 


It I I 


I the sidhe* .dkJ I hr lapidary unpt 


what h tended 10 be 


i mivi vniin’ 


Jn addition, (hr Mc*ha crnim 
from Mode and rhrie ii ran wav of **<eriaintig i ■ K 
Moabite « rip, mtm I hr w«.r « ^ Hcbrcw ,n ^ 
derail An m earlier Hebrew rtmivc inscriptions, there 
„ue only the bar of palimpsest from Wadi Murabba at in 
die ju clean droll' 1 and ihr Samaria Mtrara from Israel, 
w hn h Crcwt used as data for determining the develop¬ 
ment of ihr cursive Hebrew scrip* over a period of 150 
yr*M Ida to the destruction of (he First Temple. Aside 
[fom ihr p.ileographit examination, there are no facts 
wlmli pinpoint rile lirne of the palimpsest from Wadi 
Mi i rah ha'Ml, arid the date of the Samaria ostraca is* a 

. .it question. Moil scholars today (end to dale them in 

the ninih. tenths and fifteenth vears of Jeroboam H’s 
reign (rti. 777-771 I* ( F t, but Mazar prefers to assign 
them to fIii earlier dare in the reign of jehoahaz (cu. 
HOfi-800 It I F and rhere are others who choose the 
teign 'id Jehu (fu. 854-828 BCE.}/* or even of Ahab (cfl- 
895-857 BC K i "" On the niher hand. Cross accepted 
Sacfin s suggestion m lower the dates (n the reign of 
Mm a hem (ca. 73 7 ■» 7.51 B.C.E.j. supposing that onlv the 
ninth and (enth rears of that king’s reign were nieant; JI 
and on this basis he lowered the dales of parallel 
do< umentf in hr* discussion, 1 ® These theories all rest on 
the hypothesis that the Samaria oslraca arc from the 
ninth, tenth, and fifteenth years of one king, whereas I 
believe that palengmphu and historical considerations 


uintradio the hypothesis that only five years separate the 
“strata from the ninth-tenth years from those of the 
fifteenth v ear 11 Thus it seems more likely that they 
belong to regnal years of two different kings, perhaps 
foash and Jeroboam IE. and thus would he dated ca. 
792-1 and 771 B.C.E. In any case, the difference of 
opinion among scholars as to the dates of these ostraca is 
spread out over a period of more than a century, 

I he itt u at inn is no better in relation to the small 
corpus of earlier formal and Eapidarv inioiptions The 
Crerer calendar, the earliest known Hebrew in* rim ion \ % 
usuallv dated in the tenth century BC.E but only 
bciau* of general considerations* The corpus of 
Phoenician inscriptions is ikk dose enough to he g Wxi 


nrta'tefisl for comparisons, and there is wide disag r ^ 
on the dates of these texts, beginning from the ^ 
don of Ahiram 

In our discussion of the paleography of the a 
ostraca ^ must take into account all of ibe ^ ^ 
not leaning too heavilv on accepted opinions, rt 
typological distinctions accepted in the study of 
paleography are rooted only m a general way i n 
dates and these traditions cannot be accepted as proof ; 

Arad wc have, then, for the first tin* 4 
collection of cursive Hebrew documems coming ^ 
different archeological strata. In each stratum at a 
f. e w ostraca were found in loci which are stratigraph*^ 
well-defined The citadel of Arad is a relatively 
fortress, about 50 m, 8 50 m.. and the floor level 0 f each 
stratum rose considerably. Between the loci of Sn- drt ‘, 
VI and those of Stratum XI there is a difference m 
height of about 2.5 m. Thus, there is no possibility a > 
Arad of serious stratigraphical errors of a type which i* 
likely TO occur when trying to coordinate straiigraphicaJh 
different and distant areas on a large tell, 

Moreover, the chronology of Arad is not based mainh 
on the evidence of the ostraca. The ostraca, indeed 
sometimes permit a more exact pinpointing in lirnt 
especially for the latest two strata where we have allowed 
certain ostraca to suggest exact dales. But [he considers 
dons for daring all of the strata are first and foremost 
archeological and historical for which we have much 
precise data¬ 
file dates given for each stratum will be discussed in 
detail in the report on the excavations., but we believe ii 
necessary to present here the main considerations tin 
which we have based the suggested dates For ow 


purposes, as with most other findings, the most impoi 
rant consideration is rhe dale when each stratum was 
destroyed, since most of the ostraca come from the latter 
period of each stratum. 

It would appear that we stand on firm ground with 
regard to the dates of the earliest (XI} and the latest {Hi 
strata. The pottery of the last Judean stratum (VI) ii 
identical to the pottery of Lachish 19, F.in Cedi V, Ramai 
Rah el Va and other Judean tells destroyed when the 
First Temple was destroyed. T he script of the ostraca 
from Stratum VI is paleographkally identical with the 
script of rhe Lachish letters, whose date is certain, a* we 
have noted. It is thus possible atcheologically to fis iV 
date of ihe destruction of Stratum VI near (he entM 
the first Temple Period, if . about 600 B.C-E. The j^ r 
with the inscription: ", m the third year" (Inscription 
20) makes an even more precise date possible. Sine* ^ 
date was apparently written on a whole vessel which w* 
found in the destruction layer, it appears u> j?> vc LlSi1 | 
exacr date of this destruction. Among the Iasi kinp _ 
Judah, the third or fourth year of ftedekiah is 
meant; tfm gives (hr year 595-4 B C.E. as ihc dale 
Scraium VI was destroyed, rAkal 

I here is no simitar archeological m palcogt*F tf 
evidentr with regard to Sirarum XL Lhe fmlt^Y • r0 
this iira(um ,#l u, sirnilai tr» ]>|| Beit Mirtim B. 
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hish V, r to Bcih Shemcsh Ha bui neuhei the 
7 ^ n or the potters tspes are sufhcicnih definitive m 
period Comparison lo northern tells is difficult be- 
1 Ll f dtif^rences belween various p.ins of [he court- 
^ md in these tells, too, (here is disagreemem about 
pliers types of the tenth and ninth centimes 
* uickilv there is a historical source from tho period 
hK h precisely pinpoints ihe date of (he destruction of 
^ first fortress at Arad We mean Shishak s victon- lisi, 

. w hich the following emu appears: ■ -r-d r h-i 

1 ,d n h-t v-rT-mH i f., “(ihel forts * 9 (of) Great Arad (and 
I, Arad of the House of VerohanT ,*' Leaving aside the 
question of why two forts of Arad were mentioned, and 
huh of [hem can be identified with Tell Arad,*® there is 
n0 joubt that the citadel of Arad was destroyed during 
Sh,shnak s campaign Stratum XI was the (me time that a 
inval fortress was built here; beforehand there was rmh 
3 small village settlement at this plare. Thus there is no 
possibility of the destruction occurring later than during 
Sfiishaks campaign The archeological data and the 
historical document thus combine to give an unamhigu 
pus proof of the destruction of Stratum XI in ce 920 


The dates of (be earliest and the latest Hebrew strata 
are thus completely certain, and fairly certain dates for 
ihe intermediate strata may also be suggested, based cm 
archeological and historical considerations- The last two 
strata are quite dose in lime; very small differences exist 
between the ceramic types of each of these strata. The 


same person, Eliashib son of Eshiyahu, appears in both, 
and he wouldn’t have held office there for more than 
twenty or thirty years We concluded from [he hieratic 
inventory list (Inscription 34) that the citadel of Stratum 
VII fell to the Egyptians land ttd. also Inscription 88 ) It 
is difficult to imagine that this happened during the 
reign of Josiah; moreover, we know (hat after Josiah's 
death in 609 B C E., the country was ruled by Egypt for 
four to five years, Such a date also fits in with the history 
of the local sanctuary: we may assume that it was in use 
up to the time of Josiah, and that its rites were 
suspended about in the middle of that king’s reign when 
Jerusalem was reestablished as the sole place of worship. 
In [he latest fortress built al Arad dining that Israelite 
period (Stratum VI), the sanctuary was not onlv not 
rebuilt, hut in fact the new citv wall was built upon its 
mins.Thus it would appear that the last fortress was 
built after [he reform of Josiah; a date at the beginning 
Of Jehoiakim’s reign fits in well with all the data. 

Whet cas the pottery of Strata Vl and VII arc len 
similar, both together are verv different from that of 
Stratum V 11 [. Close comparisons to the latter are 
Lachish IH Beer-$heba 11, and TRM A r This was a 


period in which many of the tells of the hill country 
(Shephelah) were destroyed, and all current evidence 
points to Sennacherib's campaign as the cause of the 
destruction V Perhaps al Arad it was the Edomites who 
w crc responsible for the destruction of this stratum, 
m Stratum VI 1 T there is an inscription idling of 
enl done by Edom" (Inscription 40:15), 

I be potter y of Stratum 1\ is vrii similar to that of 
Stratum VIll, and again it is clear that (brse iwu strata 


an ckise in time to erne another: In thin *■ion,, u 
appears ihat histone al ciwtstslriauons can uni ns in 
determining the proper daie In vomrast to the su-eng 
thewing of Judah during the teigns of Amariah and 
1 rnahjotham on the one hand, and Herekiah on the 
other, there was a period ot v-rAnryi during the leign 
of Aha; In pauiumlat we heai M various invasions 
Judah during the difficult daw pmoting the siege of 
Re?in and IVkafi oti Jeru%.»lem At thai tunc Vdorn had 
broken free of Judean rule (2 kgv Sti 5-lii and luiihrt 
mote “. ihe Fdomues had come and smitten Judah 
and carried away capttvrs" (2 t:hi 2 H 17) I hese event* 
KK>k place iti the year 755 4 BCf 

Onh the date of the destruction of Stratum X is 
diffuuli to determine with anv evat iitude I he [wvtierv of 
this stratum i* ckwer to rhai of .Stratum l\ than to that 
of Stratum XI. thus it would apjwMi that the date o( us 
dcatrunion i\ not eartiei than the end of the moth 
century or the beginning <>l the eighth. ft.C F There 
are. union itnaieh, no an hc'tilogiial excavations in Judah 
which have dearer siiai(graphical Histtrn nous during this 
time Arad X shows similarities to Ha/eo VlJ, hut here 
again wr have to be w.m in drawing ctmmok>gical 
comlusi otis because of the great differences helween 
Judah and Israel during ihis |ietiod Historical consider¬ 
ations also do not help much Edom was lost to Judah 
already in rhe davs of Jo ram (na H.M-814 BCE), and 
Judah reached its point of greatest weakness during the 
reign of Jchoash. when Haraei. King of Aram, marched 
on Jerusalem in ihe year 815 4 B f .F. (2 Kgs 12: 18-19) 
[In fact, (here are some strong indications as to the fate 
of the Negeb in the mid-ninth century B C E-, during 
the reign of joiani (Jehoram) son of Jehoshaphat, of 
whom it is ukf: 

In his davs Edom revolted from ihe rule of Judah, 
and set up a king of thetr own (2 Chr 21:8) So 
Edom revolted from the rule of Judah to this dav 
(2 Chr 21:10) . And the Lord stirred up against 
Jehoram the anger of the Philistines and of the 
Arabs ... they came up against Judah, and invaded 
it, and carried awav .ill the possrAMoos ihn found 
that belonged to the king’s house, and also his sons 
and his wives, so that no son was left to him except 
jehoahaz. his voungrst son (2 CHt 2l:l6-17t 
So ihe Judean conlml! of (he Negev enjoved hi 
Jehoshaphat was evidently lost during the reign of 
joram Jehoram Therefore, it is highly hhdv that Arad 
shared in these events. Stratum X being hyiii b\ 
Jehoshaphat (2 Chr 17:1-2. 1CM5; 19:4; I Kgs 22: 
47-48T and desmacd under Jerom Jehoram AFR] 
Judah became stronger during the Teign of Amaziah 
who vanquished the Edomites in the k allev of Salt and 
look Sda (2 Kgs 14:7), but afterwards his returning 
t roops fell upon the * toes of Judah "from Samaria even 
unto Beth-boron" (2 Chr 25:15) 54 l^ter on in his reign. 
Am an ah was defeated in battle bv Jtvash, King of Israel, 
ai which time Jerusalem itself was taken and part of its 
walls were broken down (2 Kgs 14:8-14. 2 Chr 
25:17-25); this happened in the vear 785 R CT . .** h 
would ap|>ear that this is the latest possible date for the 
destruction of Stratum X. however a date somewhat 
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riir, to facilitate the p^leographk analysis, we 
|, rP , r^blei in whuh fhr script of each ostracon 
spears wriaMirlv. arranged at^rdiliB ro straw and 
- x r following ih« osiraca wfiich are 
within each table, »' e have ar 
The latter thua cannot 
raies. it appears to us 


immbeied nt lit the lest 
iii i 4 itgfapiii« ally * ertain 
ranged thine which are umrrtai 
Kht- »jvd .(i piunf, bit! Ifl most i mi .. -rr — 
beyond dnufii (bar they belong to rlie stratum assigned 
aimrrlittg to paleographic rotisideralioTi*. 

I h«- it»t .. of Sira rum XI are the earliest Hebrew 

i uruve liist upljons diamvci e-fI np to now. Out of the 22 
loto s ihr alphabet. 12 appear in these inscriptions, 
funrlpilofi 76 is etpeeislly important, being ■» huge sherd 
found oil ihe Horn r>l ,i room in the entrance 10 the 
siini inary, shat (graphically certain, and bearing 9 dearI)' 
wiiiirti feKrrs 

All hough the letters of Snafu in XI are basically similar 
in the Phoenician sc ript known front rhe inscriptions of 
Hyhkm,^ the idiosyncraries of the ancient Hebrew script 
are alreadv apparent In particular, the lay in and the 
\atlr .or identical to the Phoenician inscriptions and the 
t.r/n calendar. Ihe ht\ is short and square, and it still 
la* ks the rounded vertical stroke already apparent in the 
and nwn Ihe lie! had alreadv taken on a cursive 
form in which rhe vertical lines intersect the horizontal 
lines, the right one downward and the Left one upward 
Alongside rhe ktt with three intermediary strokes ap- 
pears a hrt with only two, as in the Media stone. 
Especially interesting is ihr kaf, whose right-hand stroke 
alreadv descends downward as in the Gezer calendar, in 
contrast in ihe Phoenician inscriptions and the early 
giahtti from Tell “Ajjul* 1 * and from fell Beit Mi trim™ 
I hr qoph still consists of a circle intersected by a vertical 
stroke, but it is clear that here alreadv [he stroke was 
written first arid the circle added on ai ihe lop. and the 
whole reminds one of a spiral written from left to rich 
These characteristics agiee with (he theory lhar writing 
WHtmrri from the Ftaenkfen* mot km* b2 
hnrharid However, from rhe beginnning an indrprn- 
dent idiool of Hebrew senbes was «■ up which nre 
verve, the w rtpt nearly unchanged during rhr whole 
jjenod of the monarchy 

Owr* are ,mh ihrt* wtraca whuh are rcrumli 

X Hu. wrrh rhe „.. „f four 

« -hem in vn,„. ,h„e ire «W, en.nrpl*, ,2 

lerirn i m epc *,» Jn( j ] h , wrj| 

«„,.,e and more rounded, though rhe hr, ,, *j B 7 h on 


and square as in the previous stratum. Th c ^ 
here for ihe first time, and is already 
peculiarly Hebrew form, differing from ^at * 
Phoenician waw and that of ihe Geier calendar, (v^ 
| nS (jipbon 66 does ihe archaic form appear hut i* ' E 
parr b written with two separate straight strokes ^ 
of rhe earlier rounded top. The tamed has been 
tened out. and has an acute angle. The qoph has t ^ 
given its characteristic spiral top. 

Special attention should be given to the short Cur 
“tail" ending the iaym and yod. The exampfe, of 
a 'tail" are all from the ostraca which are stratigraphy *7 
lv uncertain, hut to them can be added one of the 
(Inscription 101) not appearing in th c compUt"' 
tables. The sherd comes from the destruction kye T J 
Stratum X in the sanctuary. This form of the V£h ^ v .' 
hitherto known only from the Samaria ostnica*'- ^ 
appears here for the Erst time in Judah, h is now cfea" 
rhar this is not a special Israelite or Samarian fo rin 0 | 
writing, but that the tendency to add cm tails to various 
letters appears to have chronological significance. In t C 
inscriptions of Arad, there is no example of an deph ^ 
a tail, which appears in Samaria*- and in sev e v,| 
inscriptions from Judah . 33 It seems to rite that this rdtpi, 
also has chronological importance and belongs to tl tf 
period in which there was a tendency to add tails to 
horizontal Strokes, as in Stratum X at Arad, The script of 
Stratum IX is very similar to that of Stratum X. A 
development towards more cuTwky is apparent, espe¬ 
cially in the bet which has lost its square form; and the 
vertical strokes of the mem and nun are more cursive, 
The single qoph appearing in this stratum has kept the 
early spiral form written in one stroke from left to right. 

Additional developments are apparent in Stratum 
VIII, The main differences are in the writing ol the ayin 
and the qvph. I he circle of the aytu is now written with 
two strokes, a nearly straight right-hand stroke and a 
rounded left-hand one. Cross has noted Such a develop- 
mem in rhe papyrus of Wadi Murraba'aL 54 Similarly, the 
top of the qoph is written with two lines, left and right, 
instead of the earlier circular spiral. From now on, the 
qoph U written in this way in all of the later strata. Both 
types of qoph appear in the Samaria ostraca, as Cross hat 
noted , 35 the first in the ostrara from years 9 and 10, and 
the second in the ostraca from yeaT 15 s11 Thus, the 
difference in the* execution of qoph occurred during the 
eighth century — giving us an important chronological 
tool. It would appear that this development is consisttm 
and alb pervasive in the cursive I lebrew script, although 
in the formal and lapidary inscriptions the archaic form 
remains in use up to the end of the monarchy. 

In the rest of the letters, a general tendency to a 
shortening and a rounding of the vertical lines ran bv 
noticed 1 he left-hand line of rhe kuph is now horizontal- 
Ihe middle stroke is shortenexl and descends towards 
the horizontal stroke at rhe meeting point with the 
verratal stroke or a lirtle to rhr left In the tncm. there M 
growing tendency to round! out the lower angle Ihr ' ,utl 
ha * rounder and the horixoacal dtroke hai ^ 

shortened 

fhrse ten den r aes conlinue into the *crip< of 


T30 


. an( j n is impossible to point oui Mgmficant change* 
am particular letter In the wd. the lower horizontal 
>te ha* been shortened and the long upper simkc 
^ ll>w -ards the tEghi in such a wav that the two stroke 
a kt,nc * inan ^ le °P* n on one s ’de, This is the 
0 f yod found in the ostracon from Mesad 
il^vahu. 3 ' The left-hand stmkc of the koph leans 
'. 3 vd rhe leh- ^ nfi lht ‘ middle stroke has moved to die 
the nwn which has kept its archaic form 
^milai to that of Stratum VIII, appears a itkM which has 
j lmi >sT lost it* top pan It should be noted (hat this 
ursine form is characteristic in the word 13 “son", This 
Phenomenon j s especially apparent in limn pc ion $l t 
[ hcre she scribe used two forms of nunt normally in the 
archaic form, as in the word iTTEsm “Nehemyahu" at the 
beginning of line 3, and in the shortened form in the 
v^nd 13 ’son of’. In contrast, the scribe of Inscription 3S 
shortened the nun as lie went along; in line 2 , the nun 
HJS Stilt written with the top part, although cursive and 
shortened, hut in lines 5 and 6 , the top has disappeared 


altogether. 

j'be collection of ostraca from Stratum VI is especially 
rich, thus also the paleographic evidence is fuller. 
Among the ostraca, (he handwriting of various different 
siribes can he discerned. Inscriptions I. 2, 5» 7, and the 
obverse of 17 were apparently written by the same hand, 
and [he handwriting of Inscription 24 is so similar as to 
make it probable that the same scribe wrote it, too. 
Contrast the more angular writing of Inscription 18 
(written bv a subordinate of Eliashib!). In addition, the 
writing of Inscriptions 5.4, and IS differs each from ihe 
Other, 3 nd each would appear to have been written bv a 
different scribe, There is a Very obvious difference 
between the handwriting of the obverse and the reverse 
of Inscription 17; it is apparent that the latter, giving the 
dale of the consignment, was added at Arad bv the local 


scribe- 

in spite of ihe differences in (he individual hands, 
there is a basic uniformity with regard to the form and 
slant of the letters. The only letter which has changed its 
form considerably is the yod. It is interesting that this 
letter, which kept its form more or less throughout all 
the previous strata, suddenly has changed- (he yod has 
lost its lower horizontal line (ihe 'Tail”) and the middle 
horizontal line has been lengthened and crosses the 
vertical line. This is a consistent change found in all the 
ostraca of Stratum VI at Arad, and is the usual Form in 
the cursive writing of the scribes in Judah during the 
end of the monarchy period, although the art hah form 
Continued to be used in the lapidary inscriptions, lTius 
(fie form of the vod is an important piete of chronologi¬ 
cal evidence for this period As Cross has noted, (he 
archaic ytvf continues to appear sporadically,** bin the 
findings at Arad prove chat this is exceptional Another 
exception is rhe hist letter of Inscription 17; hut in the 
same line there is a late yod and u would appear that 
the sen be ran <n,n of ink as he was writing the last leitci. 
a,| d thus added on ati additional stroke which was not a 
direct continuation of the middle horizontal stroke 

Ai Mrsad Rashavyahu, all clear examples of wd are 
9-imilat- to the form of that Mere in Arad VII, and there 


o no pwMtnlm thm the w nlvr wouM nw two forms of 
!hr sAine Intel m one inmnpri.iu VII the < or* m whh h 
Vweh and i i,*\s w i fai* foinv ol dvr W dine* A and 

.ire not vk-ai enough and one cannot at all dw mi a 
middle horizontal line diawn viraight and itowmjj th* 
vertical line Ibis i* an o^nual illusion produced bv the 
shortening of the vertical hne such chat the short middle 
horizontal line almost meets the lower horizontal line 
where it tCHiches th* v vettual line I ht* Form was the Iasi 
stage m the development of the latet wmf li appears also 
m the l.achtsh om m« a. and the milv ate haw vtvf iheir 
appears in Ostcacon No. I and perhaps also in No 20 w 
1 here is no reason not to su ppose t hat Oat i at on No \. a 
list of people, is a hide rat lin than the others I tit Stnat 
(TortJtyner) had alreadv [mimed out the veiv obvious 
difference in the handwriting of Qsirarotv No I (some 
what similar only to No. H) and the remaining osiiata 

There is no spec ml development ol the othri Inins in 
Stratum VI lit tan be pointed nut that in spite of the 
general tendency lo shorten ami sunpltfv the letters, die 
het in Stratum VI is written fully with three horizontal 
lines in all cases. A kef with only two middle lines appears 
in Srianmi XI alreadv. and is the dominant foi in m 
Strata X and LX. It is still popular tn Stratum VIM, but 
here we again find the Art with ihicr lines In Stratum 
VJI, (he two forms appeal 1 together, but m Stratum VT, 
only the form with three lines I his development — a 
return to the source, as it were is also characteristic ol 
other sites. Cross, who reexamined the Samaria ostraca 
in the Light of new photographs, found onh the krt with 
two middle lines ' 111 At Mcsad Hashavvahu, in contrast, 
only the Art wuh three Lines appears.** 

In (he ftlcpk, lhere is a growing tendency for the 
vertical stroke to be written near ihe left edge of the 
angle; the angle is w ritten with two strokes close to cat h 
other and nearlv parallel. This fmm gave birth to the 
lapidary willing of the alrph in which the lower horizon¬ 
tal line i* written separately onh on the right-hand side 
of [he vertical stroke Ibis form appears alreadv m (he 
lapidarv wining of ihe second half of ihe eighth centun 
Bi;.£., w but iheie is no such example among the Arad 
inscriptions. Thus. Cross's opinion (hat this foiTu was 
used in the cursive writing is unarcepiahle AD of the 
examples from Mesad Hashawahu and Larhish are 
optical illusions, and as far as is possible to discern, both 
of the lines of the angle are written w-uh a single stroke 
of the pen, 

Comparing (he Arad ostraca with the small corpus of 
cursive inscription* fmm other sue*, ihe following pa<- 
mre can tie constructed: 

The Lavhish ostraca iaside from No I and perhaps 
So, and the Ophet ostratou * 4 parallel Arad VI They 
are from the lime of Jehivcakim-/edekiah, as all agree 

The oslracou from Mesad Hashav vahu (and Osfracon 
No. I from Lachishl resemble those from Arad All and 
this confirms their placement in the nine of Josiah 

The papyrus from Wadi Murraba’ai resembles ibe 
scrip! ol Arad A IM Thus it must be attributed to ihe 
rime of Sennacherib* campaign at the end of (he eighth 
century, and this difficult time also his the documents 
found in a caye of refuge in the Judean Desert 
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0f f and rtoi "carij «* the scVrtlfh ccntiey-. ^ Av ^ 

rhougbt » .. 

phe companion to incised inscription* — such r . 

Gibeon imcriptioM** or ihe iturriptions ( rom „ 1 
£3 ve in cant™ Lachirh* - is more diffkul. Vi ttn *.. 
dral With this problem here, although it w ouW lp ^ r 
that the dates astnhed to them in recent publiri, H „ l( „ 
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rMai*3rr), XIV i!946>, pp. ?M8 (Hd>.); W F. ^H, rjRh . 

j A OSf>7 (1947), pp 15S-160: ft. Hachmano, 

(1967), pp- W- 

29 F Frlrir, Amrumi 31, ldWoOfl IP32, PI. XL: SO; f \| q,^ 
134 (I955h R 2S )i ‘ 

50 fr/1 flrtJ! Minim III. pp 30f.; PI. 60: t. 

51 Noteworthy JS in appearance in an inscription on ivory m 
prrhaps originating in Sim aria; vtf. A, ft Millard, fR.iy ^ 
(1*162), p. 43; PI, XVIVa. 

%2 v M Cross, BASOK 3 63 (1962), p. 36. 

IS Cross, ifcidt. N Avigad. If/ 3 <1953). p. H‘J; 9 (1959).. p is*, i 
Naveh, tEJ tS (1963), pp. 87f., W. f,. Dcver, HVCA +0-41 
(1969-1970), pp. 157L 

M HASOH m 096S). p- +0- 

35. Ibid., p. 41 

S6 Aharnoi, LtiiKf. p. 323- 

37. Crcm, ibid,, p. 39. 

3H BASOR ESh (1962), p. 21 

39 Ojtracort 20 is im faded. 10 he certain of the details of the lertnv 

411. LorJiid! I. pp. 3®f 

41, BASOR 165 (1962). p, 37; Fig. I. 

42, I hir propnsil of Naveh and Cross that the- oslracon from Mey.-i 
Hashavyahu contains ewo different forms of the fetter ftff — sluar is. 
lh.it ihe Siiine scrifof would ncit write witfi a untlotffl script — is 
unacceptable. A htt with ihree middle strobes appears c.lwrli in 
liites . 3 , 8. and 10. totj (in spile of Naveh’s drawing). Only in lire 9 
is I here a doubtful case, hut hel c i.he upper line of the i)fl is kj 
thick that it appears to he composed of two strokes together Gnus 
finds yet another Art with two horizontal strokes in (he Eowew tine, 
where he trends ijmtl itisiear) of amf) in Naveh's reading (BASCM? 
165 {1962|, p. 44). Cross claims that there is no ht wiih oro 
horizontal slrakes. bui ihe het that he draws is als<j unusual. It n 
bong and narrow in contrast to the usual square form, and tl» 
upper hmiiomal stroke sticks out half its longih again beyond: the 
rigllt-hand vertical stroke, an unparalleled phenomenon The Uf 
ol the nwn, too, is much ti» large in relation to the other enatrplo 
an this i;t«racori Thu* it muJi either he a lif as Navfh suggest wilh 
the third stroke cfFaewt, oi else it ts a imhw. It appears to me, w-rlK a 
riowr look, that the vertical line seems to be made up of two lines 
cadi made in a different dtreclion - making up the E*>p of a “‘« ar 
arid c|. rhc previous emu 1 in the same line It is interesting that 
A cousin and Helttcer, who read ihis word like Naveh a* Di T 
CKpfaio i! as atm r tEJ 14 [1964], p. 154), as we prefer to nvi " 
En any case, ihis doubtful letter cannot he the basis for any rh*on 
thai thr stribe wrole the letter hrl in twt^ different ways. 

43 F M, Cww, BASOR 165 (1962), pp 37 f 

14 Clibfcotn, frurnpnmu, pp 25f. 

IV N. Avigad. iej 22 (19721 pp. I95f. 

,ft 1 H Pritchard, Hfbrrw inunptwm and Stamp* \™* °*** 

Phitadplphia 1959, 

47 } \jvrh. Oid Hebrew Inttriprton* tn -i liumal ( nr. It-J 13 
pp 74-<l2 

43 ¥ VI BASOR I6ff {llbfiSf), |vp 18-23; Idem.. .Vmr 

Affhffjbr^j m r hr Iwnttrth Century (N. tiltink. Pr«t«clmfl. «* \ ’ 
Sarmderr). New York Iftjff, pp. 29*4-506. 
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mm ara 

ostTwr* J«d mh<%r mscnptKwis of Ar*d comprise the 
■ ir . and most v*n«l collection of Hebrew m*npu, n , % 
Zm the bibfc’al P*™* found up till no* m w pla<r 
^ come from vinous periods at th* time of lhc 
^.archy, beginning from the tends century and ending 
he beginning of ihe sixth eentun B t >. | h 0 

*" IlW m various kinds of insert pi ion s; epistles tocomnwn 
^ r> of Arad, with mill tan, and administrative inform* 
[|4 , n msmictioos for the supply of wine and bread to 
julujn units and other people; instructions for the 
ending of consignments of oil and food to various 
fc ir ,msscs tax** from various places; lists of people, 
some with the addition of numbers; lists of the appoi 
lidimnent of wheat ««f &her commodities; inventory lists 
0 I ihe storehouses, one of them in hieratic; registraiion. 
^ dates, offerings and donations to the snnctuarv; and 
various other partial lists. 

| his variety, both with regard to period and to the 
f% pes of inscriptions, shows that this is no accidental find 
j, k now clear that the use of sherds as wining material 
V a« common throughout the period of the monarchy, 
This is true not only of faraway places and isolated 
fnitrrsses, but also for the central part of the country: as 
wr have seen, al least one of the epistles from the 
archive was sent to Eliashib from Jerusalem, 

Arad was not unique or extraordinary in (his respect 
li would appear that in each oF the administrative and 
military' tenters of Judah and Israel ostraca were both 
received and written. At least half of them would have 
beer preserved in orderly archives, being official docu¬ 
ments confirming instructions received, and others were 
preserved as receipts or vouchers for goods received or 
sent, 

Apparently there are two reasons for the discovery of 
such varied archives for the first time ai Arad; I) Arad is 
actually the first royal fortress' excavated. a From the 
ostraca. it is clear that Arad was the military and 
administrative center of the area, although relatively a 
small fortress; and it was excavated in entirety. Surely 
there were similar archives in the other central cities, 
such as Beet-Sheba and i^rhish, but it is impossible to 
excavate these cities in entirety, and as such the find can 
only be accidental. 2) The near-desert climate and the 
loess covering, which forms a waterproof crust, aided in 
the preservation of the writing. Even so, preservation 
was only partial. The ink was made of carbon, which is 
not absorbed in the clay, and is easily erased or washed 
away. This is no doubt ihe reason for the small number 
of ostraca found in the excavations, and their bad state 
of preservation. Few script remains were left m many of 
the ostraca, and the accident of preservation is especially 
noticeable in ostraca on which both sides were written 
£ Inscriptions 3 and 241, or those which were glued 
together from several pieces (Nos. 13 and 21). 

Here we have first-hand evidence of the strict adminis¬ 
tration, of the large number of messages, and of the 
orderly archives kept m Judah even in centers far away 
bom the capitol. The uniformity of the script and its 
frne form show that most of the ostrara were written by 
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r ° Thr development n| ihe Hebrew tribal «,rlgN. 
hiM iiptiou ?t> from Siimum \1 o espei idle impnmtu 
us shows ih*« alreadi in ihr tenth ,emvm tin wribtil 
vfi P IvRan Its development in Ismel It wmltt .qqie.ii 
thiit bom then on, there was a united st ribal sittool m 
liid.th and Hurl whkh Allowed nnb small i hanges m the 
Imins of ihf letiris Howevri. thr* t hinges. even il mu 
essential, are unlfmm and ideiuii.il m both |tuUh and 
Isr»r1 at least up mil the eighth century 

I lie language is ihe spoken lithkit al tnngin and their 
ait lew words whose meaning is muVai Some of the 
epistle* Mimiiirmr wnh a hx-rd opening loimula, rvrnt 
pies of which weir found m Siiala VIII to V I (In* rip 
mons Iff, 21. and 40V This formula is alio known from 

Phoenician and Artmran itim upturn i uni Inmnpi. 

Ih I"3V Bui ri differ* horn the opening formula of the 
lac huh ostrtcu In spile of the biblkal language, their 
are some idioms which appeal to lie from a lain period, 
such as rrfcvi ETTiy urn M wr cannot wod" (Inscription 
14;40>, or nap thu "win aami Vnd one Homer of ftmo” 
(Inscription 6 7), I’his usage n known from llir pott 
esilit period, and ns appearance in the Arad nurara 
show* that this language began to kw used in rvrrvdav 
speech during the monarchy. 

TTe ostraca alsrs givr evidence of a qietiat Judean 
dialect 1 In Inscription 24, a weak pf and a bft were 
exchanged twice, iridirating that these letter* were pro 
nounred linnlatlv ft'id inscription 24 17) Especially 
interesting are the many example* of personal name* 
ion taming the 1 heophnrou* elenirtil M ysHu” From 
among 85 different personal name* appearing in the 
inscriptions. 4 at least 50 are composed with the element 
u -yahu". ! ' In dividing them according to the various 
strata, the following picture emerge* 


St ratum 

vi 

Vlt 

VIII 

IX 

X 

M -yishy” names 

14 

22 

13 

2 

2 

others 

9 

17 

21 

3 

11 


Thus the commonly arcepted theory that mam more 
■■-vahu' names appeared from the lime of Josiah on 
(from Stratum VII at Aradk it confirmed At the end of 
the ninth century, these name* are still ill the miisonty 
(Stratum: Xi There are manv mure m the eighth renturv 
(Stratum VIlib and in the seventh centurv (Strata V II 
and VI) thei become the majority 

In this connection, two matters deserve special atten¬ 
tion; 1) At Arad there are no names composed with the 
hase Baal' as in Samaria lilt fortunately, there are no 
personal names prior to Stratum X, but this stratum is 
approximately contemporary to the Samaria ostraca. 
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trnrfiry (hr writing r was aho u*rd » fl H , 

Arad utucripfionf, fl » Hear rhr writing ^ V a 
w »t (hr uJ*r in Judah thru? «wn seals are exceptional, 
atid were prrhap* engraved by l#r«Jl« artisan* 

The ifie of f«d *nd umw a* Hurt** 

diphthong* also -firm difference* bnw«n ihe diakclt ot 

Judaf.. Israel' rln- writing of r "«■"* arid n3 

"house" in iMfiinMt to the Samaria ri r and rhr n 3 '™n 
in I hi 1 Phnrnirish and Ugarilk in script inns and the 
Mrsha atone prove (hat rhr diphthong w;is pronounced 
in iW Judean dialect Similarly, in the word* to "more 
and (hr name* mo*™ '‘MeremoT and Offl “Hakkos rhe 
rliphihoug an" was apparently preserved. although ir 
disappeared in (hr 11 tdmonal rendering of (he Bible. 

Al (hr same* time, ir is now dear that in Judah ihrre 
was already apursdk use of (he yod ns muter fecXtanu in 

iP m middle of wwdi, boginoinf with Strata** VIII — 

,md ami airily nr diphthongs, this contradkls the hcxitanl 
assnna|)i m m of (iron and Freedman , 111 These scholars 
have already pointed to the appearance of TP "city" and 


nave at rear) r jwnnaen rn i nr appear mm.*. ^ 
perhaps tp’K Ilian" in the Lachiah osirara, and especially 
of *H ' /iph" in the royal seal impressions alongside of *lt- 
I his plena’ writing occurs already in the four-winged seal 
impressions from the end of the eighth century, and has 
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file word m appears at Arad twice in an ostracon from 
Siranmi Vlll (Inscription 40:7-8). In Inscription 24. 
which comet from Stratum VI, rhe word TSfH "the city” 
occurs, and in two instances the yod serves as a mater 
Irrfuimv tor the fiiph'il form of the verb: flTpam "and he 
shall hand them over” and tfi 5 "to warn”, In the same 
OMStraron, the s ifs tirp "Kinah" is mentioned, in which the 
yod mat be the pwriler frcfionn as in the Bible, or a 
diphthong, as in the word pp "spear-head". 

It would seem that unaur, ton, appears sporadically as a 
mnirr fertionii in the middle of a word. Such is rhe case in 
the names nitav. "Qerah'ur” from Stratum VIII (In¬ 
st m pi ion 24). imut, " Urihayu" from Stratum VII (In- 
scrips ion 51), and Tnrr, "Judah" and probably nr, 
“Vagur" from Stratum Vlll (Inscriptions 40,42), The use 
of i od and wna- as motnrj hrciwnei at (he end of the word 
is usual Examples from Stratum VI arc: WhW t "send it” 
tlnscription 4); ’MU. "when I left", ’nub®, *| sent", ^ 3 , 
“sons of (I nv n pi ion 16); mi, "the Kirti" (Inscription 
17); ’O’npn, "the Krroii'% ’Jfin, "you commanded me” 
(Inscription 18); *m, “my master" (Inscription 21 ); 

”1 hav e sent" (Inscription 24 1 In Stratum VIJI 
(here are: lP3h3|, "I have written", "nit, "my lord", «[nnj] r 
“I gave". * 3 g^nf. "w r (ran)nnt" (Insr ription 40), From 
Stratum IX — 'nboj, "1 took (Inscription 60), and from 
Stratum X - ’Sir half (Inscription |f)lf, Ht *s a mnirr 
totumn appears a number of times at the end of a word: 


Stratum VI - mm. * ror *" (‘"Knptkm 5 
-rmKkl>" (In«cripri«t* 12. 17), rara, “home UnicJ^ 
) 7 t tr? “has done" (Inscription 2I) + nov 
(Inscription tA\\ Stratum \ ffl — iT^. “wanted' 
vou knew”. ?rrn. “(he evil (Inscnpikm 40) But ^ 
are more ntampfes in which the he is not WTitien aj nj 
,-nd of the word, such as nr. ^and now’ ; n 3Dm, bfla ? 
(Ins-: option 2); "and von shall wrap up - ^ 

"and take” ^Inscription 5); as well as the second per*,,, 
singular of the prepositions and possessive pronoun, 
{HUD, “from you", 113, “your son , etc.) The use of ke ^ 
mater Ucitonis at the end of the word expressing ^ 
hoiam is still common, eg: TO, “uhth him" (InscnjM^ 
17:6, Stratum VI) or n 3 >, "his heart" (Inscription 404 
Srraturn VI1J), IS 


The Central Storehouse 

and the Military Administration 

We know the names of two of the commanders of 
fortress; Malkiyahu in Stratum Vlll and Eliashib sn n of 
Fshiyahu in Strata VII and VI, 

From the letters, it is clear that both wielded tonsidei 
able authority: a subordinate of Eliashib wTote him a 
letter from Jerusalem, whence he had been sent cm a 
mission for his master, and reported to him the situation 
prevailing in the capital (Inscription 18) We know that 
Eliashib received his authority directly from the kmg 
(“And the word of the king is incumbent upon you lor 
your very life!”, Inscription 24), and that Che king 
himself even wrote to him (Inscription 88 ). At some 
stage, Eliashih is commanded to see to Beer-Sheba, to 
bring provisions there, and to Lake inventory (Inscrip¬ 
tion 3).. Possibly (he authority of the commander of Arad 
was broadened after Beer-Sheba fell in Sennacherib's 
campaign (as the excavations of that city show ). 11 The 
strong fortress city situated on the tell of Beer-Sheba was 
completely destroyed at that time, and from then on, 
only the small settlement near the wadi continued to 
exist — which could boast of a local fort at the most . 11 

Thus it would appear that with the destruction of 
Beer-Sheba, Arad became the main fortress city of the 
Negeb — which would explain the broad powers given 
Eliashib. He ruled not only over his citadel, but also over 
others in the Negeb. When there was danger of an 
Edomite attack, he was ordered to send soldiers to 
Ramat- Negeb —not only from Arad, but also from an 
additional neighboring fortress, Kmah (Inscription 24). 
These things were not left this time to his judgment, a? 
was usual, but during this emergency an explicit order 
from rhe king was given, which brooked no objection. In 
another ostracon, Eliashib is commanded; “and a full 
homer of wine, bring tomorrow on the inspection tour; 
don't he late " (Inscription 2), Perhaps this order related 
to the same emergency situation, which made it neces¬ 
sary lor him to supply the surrounding fortresses 
quickly. Both Arad and Larhish were scats of govern¬ 
ment responsible for nearby titles and fortresses (In¬ 
scription 2:h). Apparently part of the military adniim 
st rat ion ar Arad and Lathis); saw to it that a daily round 
of these fortresses was made, m whiih inspection 
made, supplies were brought, information exchanged, 
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, ^rder* given rin^npnon 2;5-6). The murwt™* 

' .polish ibis, "qourkk show that the writer had to he 
* ,han * journev awav from Arad Po^hh ,he 

fommander was camping in the south at this rime 
3 i sent the letter as an emergence measure m the face 

perhaps (he area governed hv the commander of Arad 
enlarged during the seieurh centurv; but essentMlh 
same pnwer wielded already in the previous 
\nturv bv Malkivahu A commander of a neighboring 
fortress, Gemaryahu. was subordinate to him and there 
dailv contact between the two fortresses tlnw option 
4l ». In (be eve* of his subordinate, Malktvahti was the 
nirhoritv who received news meant to he passed on m 
jhe king of Judah. Herekiah In Gemarvahus epistle to 
Malkivahu, sn exchange with Edom is mentioned — thus 
believe that Gemarvahu was the commander of 
gamat-Negeb on the border of Edom, as mentioned in 
Inscription 24, 

Another epistle, unfortunately fragmentary (lnscrip- 
tj0lfl nb), mentions an Edomite name ending in the 
cheopbornus base " kaus". In the second line of this 
keiici written the title - HP "33K. rnp is the title of (he 
L-oitintaitder of the fortress at Mesad Hashavyahu. and 
ilie writer of that ostracon addresses him similarly as ’rm 
-IPJI, “mv lord, the commander ”. LS His power is both 
n’lilitary arid judiciarv administraiive . 16 Since at Arad the 
definite article is missing before the noun ip, it appears 
that this is only the first word in a title, such as iVlrii iw. 
“commander of 1000", nunn up, "commander of 100", 
pic. We do not know if Eliashib himself was meant here, 
or pci baps someone sent on a mission by him. However, 
Eliashib would have certainly been given a similar title. 
As commander of a border area, be and bis antecedents 
governed (he road to Edom. 

One of Eliashib's important tasks was the responsibility 
for the royal storehouse at Arad This storehouse took 
up the northeastern part of the citadel, and it, along with 
[he sanctuary, were the two large and most importani 
buildings within the citadel From the ostraca, ti is clear 
that in spite of its limited area, Arad was a central place 
for storage and supplies, mason “I'ff, a “granary city , in 
biblical language . 37 From the inscriptions, we learn for 
the firsi time how such a storehouse was run. Moreover, 
from the amount of supplies apportioned to the military 
fortes passing through, we can conclude something 
about the size of these forces and the organization of the 
network of fortresses in (he Negeb. 

The nstraca tell of three types of commodities kepi in 
the storehouses: floul (or wheat, and probably barievl, 
wine, and oil. These commodities are also mentioned in 
ihc Bible in connection with roval stores, such as in 
the time of Rehoboam — "And he fortified the strong¬ 
holds, and put captains in them, and stores of victuals, 
and oil and wine, (2 C.hr I I:IL>- Or from ihe lime <•* 

Hczekiah; “storehouses also for the increase of corn, and 

*inc, and oil” (2 Chi 32:28). "The wheat and the barlev, 
(he oil and ihe wine” (2 Chi 2 14) are (be typical export 
,lem & hum the biblical period, 

^ do mn have many details about (he method o( 
gathering the commodities! such as registration of 1 re 
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(owns atr mw u, from Armf tbr^ air part nt ihe 
nuHinum \mni m ihr Mnalhwestem his non t],wh 

J* in (he wnithewHtem mmiiiii tJoHb 

h • therelmr.. that Arad wa* ihe 

Mtminwraiivr ermet for ihr cnlhx ikm of usrs from 

in 1 laige aveti in the Hiiuth ol ihe rountn Some of the 
consignments appairmh urrr |vui o( ihe tithes (01 ihr 
sanrtuan, and 11 imhiI.1 appeaT ihai And mtiamed tlu 
irniet for the mlleitinn of nthes even aftei ns own 
sancluaii, retted In function, fh» is evidenced h\ one nl 
Eliasbihb. letters m whirh ihe word "tithe ap^wats 

(No ,i\ If our rending ts correct, then ihe wn wegmnr, 
the bath, ;s nieani prohably wine brought as tithe in 
Arad "before ihe month passes” 

Also pertinent to this matter of hiuigutgi wim- ns lax 01 
tithe to a central fortress is the out menu from Beet 
Sheba, in which certain amounts nl baths nl wine 
apparently are brought from two neighboring .nce ( f 
also from the days of Herckiah "ihe hon Fruits of torn, 
wine, and ml, and honey, and ah ihe increase nl ihe 
field; and the tithe of all (lungs hmnghl they in 
abundantly” (2 Chi 31:5), 

Manv of ihe osiiara contain ih-nmyl names, some of 
(hem w r ith the addition of numbers and amounts nl 
grain. Undoubtedly, most of ibem are hsi* of cum 
modifies, however, there is usually no indication 
whether they were received Ot handed over Aside from 
the hieralic ostraron (No, 34), ihe finkad measure appears 
also in Hebrew ostrara (Inacripoons 25; 33; 60), oen 
"wheat" is named in two ostraca (No*. SI, S3), and it 
appears lhat one of ihcsc is a list of ihr apportmnrneni 
of amounts of wheat to various people (Inscription 31) 
Other signs also appear in ihrse cntraca, apparently 
standing for the ephah and (he homer measuirs in 
Inscription 33:2, the hriol measure ap^ais alongside of 
these signs; possibly barley was usuatb weighed accord¬ 
ing to Ihe Egy ptian hekai. whereas wheat was weighed rn 


Hebrew ephahs. 

From ihe archives of F.liashih. we have detailed 
knowledge of ihe apportionmeni of commodities from 
the storehouses. Frown the episiies. it is cleai that various 
people and military units passed ihrough Arad and 
receded their provisions there. For this purpose, fhes 
were given authorizations at the commentemeni of rhm 
journeys, in which were written specific instructions as to 
the tvpes and amounts of provisions thev were to be 
given Ehcse atuhoruations Uck (he name of the sender, 
thus m most cases we do not know where they were 
written. We have seen thai thev were sent from a place 
nearbv, and since in most cases provisions for mdiian 
Q n»ts arc meani. 11 appears thai thev were sent from the 
camp of (he commander in-chieL In one of the letters 
from .1 subordinate of Eliashib. hr adds information 
aboui a man who 11 in the House of the Lord, no dtHtbi 
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provision* fivvn lh* *>r-frrr 4 Jetief*, 
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rbr inwructkmi written «how *** , for 
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inifinur, a man by the name of . ■ 31 

Hiashih to lake rummand of ftn-r Sbrba ( " P 
Another Irrte, (No Iffj «pm< *‘ (h ** * ^ 

brother, H an an yah u*; if fhh •* '•« th * n ™** 

lespc.iivr ranks in (hr »dmini«r 8 iive hierarchy 
have brrn simitar On the other hand, E ja* a * *' 
rinrr also had rhe power to equip rbr hearer* n a '*; 
wirh instruction* for receiving provision# al Arad | ul r 
.Hhrmaryahii a lelhrrh [?J ind lo the Kero*i give a homei 
f?|" Insfiiprinn 18 1 lib 

Mm# 11 would appear dial anyone sent on a state 
mission would rrceive an authorization for receiving 
pmviAinni at key forfre*«e», Apparently only present anon 
of inch an amhnrimlion permitted the commander of 
ihr furl to hand over provision# from ihe storehouse, 
and they wm* kept as receipts. Ihe scribe at Arad added 
dir dale of the transfer of goods 10 the authorization 
{ H wtrtr I hr name of rhe day”, Inscription 1:4). This date, 
which was preserved on the reverse of one of the 
oil rata, is written nr a handwriting different from that 
on the obverse: “on the 21ih of the month... " (Inscrip* 
lion 17:7) Since rhr name of rhe month is not written, ir 
may he supposed that once a month there was an 
inventory made hv the royal scribe, arid the authoriza- 
lions were preserved up to ihis examination. 

tin two ostrara the date was written on which they 
were to gel ihe provisions., as well as the dale up to 
which these provisions were supposed to last (Inscrip* 
titwia 7. Hi. In In* ription 7. rhe provisions were given on 
ihe first of the month, and the writer adds: “and write 
before you on the second of the month"'. Perhaps from 
this we can conclude that the first of the month was the 
dav designated for the taking of inventory, and on this 
dai provisions were not given out. On this special 
occasion, thashih was ordered to give the provisions on 
ihe first of the month, and to take inventory on the 
second of ihe month. 

People usually received wine and flour or bread, These 
are rhe baste provisions mentioned also in the Bible as 
provisions for the road (ef. Cell 14:Jg; Josh 9:4«5‘ ludg 
111:19; I Sam 10:3; 16:20; 25:18; 2 Sam I fir 1-2). [n 
several ostfaea. oil was also mentioned, bui was noi given 
as provisions for travelers, but sent sealed 10 its deslina 
non (Inscription# 4, 7, 10, 14, 17). The amount of the oil 
was indicated by a numeral alone, without noting ihr 
tv f >e of measure Apparently there was a fixed vessel 
used for consignments of oil (an oihiirief. a* written in 
ihe Samaria o*fratal, and this vessel was sealed with a 
clay stopper on which a *a| was impressed (utd, 
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InscoptK-n 4:1-2) In most c^ we do m* l 
was the designation of rhe consignment* of ^ *** 

c aies the oil is carried by the Kittivim (Inscm** ** 
17) and in Inscription 17 a mao by the nan* * 

was ordered specially to go to Arad in order to ^' a * 
of sending oil to Ziph - apparently the soudiflT 1 ** 
of that name (Josh J5:24). Evidently the oil Wis J** 1 
be used as provender for the various fort resStt y * 
usc d primarily for lighting, but also f 0r preparatiL^ 
food and cosmetics . 211 

In contrast 10 the Samaria osiraca. in which nrrt** 
was named, at Arad "oiJ ,P appeared with^t an addir^T 
qualifier. The same is usually true of wine, in 
again to Samarian W r. s However, in L wo ostrata ihT 
is an additional designation for wine: jruaerp^ 
apparently a type of wine kept or diluted in speciid wT 
(Inscription 1:9-10), and possibly ran -(T”) — a ^ 
of wine sent in large quantities during an emerged 
(In*:rip[ion 2:7). [Unless real vinegar is meant. AFR] 

In the ostraca, sometimes flour is mentioned, ah(i 
sometimes bread, and once even dough (Inscription Si 
It would appear that the management of the srordiott* 
was responsible not only for the receipt and storage of 
commodities, but also for their preparation and appoi. 
lion men t by instruction. These activities included the 
milling of the wheat to flour, preparation of dough and 
baking of bread. Apparently the baking was not done 11 
the citadel, but nearby — since in two cases Eliashife j s 
ordered to send flour in order to bake bread (Instrip, 
tiofis 1 , 5). In both cases, a particular type of flour 1 * 
named: yilfftn nsp. Since this had to be flour suitable lor 
making bread, probably what was meant is the rcwghei 
flour from the first milling, in contrast to the finer sieved 
flour called ri^D (c/, I Kgs 5:2). But perhaps a type of 
specially fine flour was meant, from the grain of the 
early harvest of a fine quality (irid- Inscription 1:5— 6 >. In 
one oslracon, dough was wrapped and brought by a pair 
of donkeys to Beer-Sheba (Inscription 3), Since it is more 
difficult to transport dough than flour, it would appear 
that bread was needed urgently. The distance from Arad 
to Beer-Sheba (30 km. as the crow flies) can be traversed 
in one day of energetic marching. If the dough wac 
prepared at Arad, it would have arrived at Beer Sheba 
raised and ready for immediate baking. 

In many ostraca, Kittiyim are mentioned as recipient* 
of the supplies. As we have seen (Inscription 1:2), these 
people were mercenaries of Aegean origin, and this i* 
the first evidence we have that in (his period there were 
Aegcan-Ureek mercenaries in the service of the kingdom 
of Judah. There is evidence that already in the middle of 
the seventh century Greek mercenaries served in Egypt/ 
and the Greek pottery found at Mesad Hashavyahu and 
fell fdalhara (uid, above. Inscription i : 2 ) shows 
(here was a 1 lose connection with Greece or Greek* it* 
Judah, too. At Arad, no Greek pottery was discovered- 
and it is natural that this pottery would he 
rommon on thr seashore than within Negeb fortress* 
However, even the ostraca do nor imcsaarily prove iM 
rhe Kittiyim lived m Arad, only I hat they p*sn! hv 1 f 
fin 1 re** on rheir way to more southerly forties*^- 
perhaps ihose lying on the border itself. Inscription l 


.^lb. illuminates this point: this ostTmn gave the 
p^visions for “the foui davs’\ u„ * mjLuh ^ 

K % fro * 0 Arad FroteaW ? lh ^ destination wav 
tl ^esh-Baimea The distance from Arad m Kad^h 
1 # about HO km measured along the ea*** 
h ^ which a chain of Israelite foniesses \i»s Wn 

T iered** A march of 25-30 km a da\ ,$ rvaumablr 
he tnlfc of ancient nines At Kadesh-B*mea there 
Large citadel which existed up to the end of the 
JV r Temple;** and after Elath was bst in the davs of 
ihai 1 - by* Jfirfi; 2 C.bl - 28,17), it was no doubt the 
^*1 southerly forires* of Judah 

^ The designation “the four davs" enlightens us as t0 6 h e 
, r Tjnization of the network of roads and fortresses in 
^ \egch. If it possible to sav “(he four davs ' 1 with 
‘l^ definite article, it means lhai there was a definite 
irpgnization of the transport in the Negeb based on 
ur , lTS of distance pet dav. Probably the stopover* for the 
rt| pht on (he A rad -Kades h -B a 1 nea road were at Beer 
Veioham (11-12 on the map of the fortresses ), 96 Avdai 
and Be ei-Hahr (7. 15), At these places there were 
wells, fortresses, and connected buildings — necessary 
^rvice* fnT (be traveler in the desert. 

This organization was also reflected in the Bible 
Travelling south from Beer-Sheba, Elijah was said (o 
have walked '"a day s journey into the wilderness" (2 Kgs 
j 9 ; 4 ). In the story of the Exodus fmm Egypt, “three 
tiavs^ journey" is mentioned several limes (Ex 3;IB; 5:3; 
S:25; 15:22; Num 10:35; 33 8 ), but we do not know 
which road is meant. However, in two cases in the Bible 
11 is possible to estimate the distance of the roads named: 

I) The kings of Israel and Judah journeyed to fight 
Mesha the king of Moab a “seven days' journey" (2 Kgs 
3 : 9 ). It appears that this is no typological numberT but 
the real distance of the journey from Jerusalem to the 
capirol of Moab, Kir-Hareseth, The distance from 
Jerusalem via Zoar to Kir-Hareseth is circa 160 km..* 8, 
and via Tefileh the distance is about 170 km. Phis would 
divide up into a daily march of about 23 km. for each of 
the seven days. 2) "It is eleven days journey from Horeb 
unto Kadesh-Barnea" (Dent 1:2)- The distance from 
Kadesh-Barmea to Nebi Saflah, the intersection in souih- 
ern Sinai near Jebel Musa, is 300km. Here. 100 , a daily 
march of nearly 30 km. was given. From (his we Seam 
That in Judah there was a network of roads in the 
southern deserts protected bv fortresses, and disiantes 
on it were measured by daily marches of nearly 30 km. 
This system was similar to the one used in Mesopotamia 
at that time, where there was an organization of resting 
stations ac an average aerial distance of 2 " km from 
each other. w 

We can also draw conclusions as to the sire of (he units 
of Kittiyim that passed through Arad, For a march of 
four davs, 306 loaves of bread and 2 baths of wine were 
given (Inscription 2 ). The unit of Kimvlm which carried 
this usiracon thus received 75 loaves per dav Ihe on!' 
place in 1 he Bible which defines a daih ration of bread, 
S'ares that Jeremiah received one loaf of bread pei dav 
*fien he was imprisoned bv Ztdfktah (jer 37 211. Of 
^nisc, the prisoner was allotted a minimal portion, 
which is the reason why 11 is mentioned in the Bible 
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‘ 11 Wt >oppwr thai the hte-id and ihe wine writ 

yocu m a more 01 lew hveil piopnntnuaie Amount In 
l"w nprKW 2 iwo h.iilo ol wim md 300 loaves ol bir»d 
wtu ^oeiii in the Kittiyim. In lux, npumi I, three Hath* 
of wine and one tor (homcit ol flom weie given I firm 
Sln, r (br amount of wine heir u gieatei In , wr 
Tuai, suppose ihai ihs same rati© hold* mie fm ihr 
bread, ihus the flout shield be enough fin baking 430 
loaves of bie.id li tv anrpted that (he *tw nt homei 
measure idtuained m kg., lints going a loaf of a link 
more than hatt a kilogram An adult need> ahoiil 3000 
calories pet dav, and HX) grams of bread umlaut* about 
250 catones A man whour ralorn iviiake is mpphed 
almost eruirelv by bread would need 12 kg ol hi rad pei 
day A pulton of iwo loaves (m dav would ht ihetr 
hgures. 


This calculation would also hi in with another pine of 
biblical information, When King David fl rd from 
Jerusalem during (he rebellion of Absalom 'behold /ilia, 
the servant of Mephihosheih met him, with a riniple ol 
asses saddled, and upon (hern iwn hundred loaves of 
bread,, and a hundred dusters of raisins, and a hundred 
of summet fruits, and a hotlk of wine" (2 Sam lfl;h 
Since one donkey could cam a load of 21)0 loaves, thtnt 
weight couldn't have been more (ban 100 kg ihogelheT 
II should be noted (hal the ratio briwren ihr quanlilirs 
of bread and wine are si mil* t (0 thai in the ostia* a A 
ntbti of wine contained about 40-50 filers, thus the 
amount of wine hroughi to David hv Ziha was about 2 
baths, a little more than was given to the Kittiyim (2 
baths and 300 loaves of bread). I hr usage wav also 
similar in both cases: "(he bread and the suminri ffutl 
for the voting nrrn to eal, and the wine, that such as are 
fain( in the wilderness mav drink"' (2 Sam 16:2) 

According to the amount of provisions given them, 
then, it b possible that the unit of Kttmim mentioned in 
Inscriptioni 2 is a unit of 50, whereas ihe one mentioned 
in Inscription 1 is a unii of one hundred Two *urh 
regular militan units are abo apparenih mentioned in 
tnarription 24 : 11-12 Of course it is pot«bk that a 
"division of fifiv" numbered in fact only 33-40 men. as 
would seem to be the case from Inscnption 2 . and ihe 
“division of one hundred" would also not necessarily 
number exactly a hundred men 

Aside from the name Arad, appearing in (wo ostraca 
(Nos. 24 and 99; and perhaps in No. 4ft), Mime 
additional place names are recorded Two of (he«i are 
doubtful, and even if their reading is correci, thes 
appear wiihout additional ififormanon either of iheoi 
^Ives or of thru relation to Arad: (Ya)gur (Inscription 
42) and Vanum (InMnpdon 19). 

One of the consignments of oil is destined apparent 1 
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With regard m iw> p)4m mentioned in Inicrifxion /*, 
there m Important additional mfnrmar ion abour r e rfjMC 
n«| A rad, i *.. Itarnai N*g*b and Itinah Kinah wa* »u l p | 
to rhr mmnuindrr of Arad and be wai ordered to «nd 
form from Kinah to Kanww-Negeb, Unfortunately, t * 
number of rum wml ii mitting on the catrsicon, and we 
have rrntarivdy rrnnpfrtcd it an onr hundred, karnaf 
Negeb wan the full place open 10 attack by the Edomites, 
and t hr r nrmna nr Jerri? of Arad (Eliaihib?) was ordered 
to lend reinforteiTientl urgently there from Arad and 
Kimth I heir reinforcement# were sent to Ramat-Ncgeb 
under the command of an officer named Malkiyahu. son 
of Qeribti r P and were rherr placed under the comman¬ 
der of k,imat Negeb, Elisha', son of Jeremiah. From this, 
we gather that Aiad was the ccniral fortress of the area, 
and other fortresses, such as Kiuah, were subordinate to 
het Arad was the central city of the Judean border area, 
hut was tint itself on rhe border, The outer fortress on 
ihr border with Edom was Ramat-Negeb. 

Kiuah is named tn the list of the cities of the Negeb 
region 111 Joshua 15:22, after Eder w (which is certainly a 
mistakr for Arad) and Jagur. Its name is usually 
connected to the Ken ties, who settled in the Negeb of 
Arad (Jiidg 1:6). snd is Supposed to be near Wadi 
el-Qini (“the Kiuah stream'') which descends to the Dead 
Sr,i souihrast of lei Arad 51 It is logical to assume that 
the name of this stream is connected also with the 
Kenrte*; however it is unnecessary to assume that the city 
Kiuah was dose to the stream, since the traces of the 
Krniie* were likelv to remain in several places around 
the Arad Negeb At the headwaters of the brook of 
Kinah are mins called Horvat Uzzah. which according to 
new information, might be the remains of Raniat-Negeb. 

According to our information, Kinah was a fortress 
and was not far from Arad. The most suitable site is 
Horvat Tov, 5,5 km north-northeast of Tel Arad 
(Reference No, 1659/0817). We hav e described the place 
in our survey on the first season of excavations at Arad. 88 
On two bills, on two sides of an ancient well, were built a 
village on the one and an Iron Age fortress on the other 
a bit smaller than the dudel of Arad This is the most 
important sue near Arad during (he Israelite period, and 
tt* ullage and fortress suit us role as a place for the 
concentration of military forces near Arad 

Ramai-Negeb is known from two biblical verses: from 
rhe to of rn,„ to which Oavid « n , ,he .poll, „ f the 
AmalcVNm (Rjnrnvh of the “South" - 1 Sam 30:27) and 

•»; 2 

Neither of the* .wo place, to the B.bfc give, enough 
information ,n order to .dentilv ihe «■*, Fr * m the J*, 
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the Amalekur spoils, we learn o*ih that i t 
was relatively imponanl already in the tm* 
rhere is no discernible geographical order to t k“*f ^ 
the description of the territory of Simeon the . h 
id to be on (he boundary of the tribe, * 

pinpointed. After the list of cities COlIles ^ ^ 

H and all the villages that were round about tW**^ 
Baafath-Beer as far as Ramah of the So ul h™ to 

The parallel passage m I Chronicles 4:35, aJzf •* 
version: ^nd all their villages thai were rouadafa? ^ 
same cities, unto Baal”, Do BaalBaalarh-jw^ 1 *** 
Ramat-Negeb define the same border, or are ifi ^ 
different areas? The Septuagint B translates: i m Z 15 
iropcuo^e vwv ^a^Ee khto k£Bta i,e,. “up to U j 
before Ramat-Negeb', According m ^ y 
Baaliaih) and ftamat-Negeb (Ramah of the SoudTT 
Negeb) are two points in rhe same area,” Ii app^ 
our new information does not Support the version erf * 
Septuagint- It is now clear that Ramat-Negeb ^ 

strategic point on the border with Edom, j., * 

southeastern border area of the Judean Negeb In ^ 
definition of the boundaries of Simeon, an addit * 
southern border point would have to be given and * 
appears that this was B aal; Baa lath-Beer. M ° f 

Whatever the connection between Baalath-Beer arr 
Ram at Negeb, our new information defines more pr*. 
ci-se] y the site of Ra mat-Negeb and as such clears up [h f 
biblical text. If this is the first place an Edomite attar) 
would come, to which reinforcements are sent fr 0 tn 
Arad, it is no doubt closer to the border than Arad, an( j 
should be sought to the south or southeast of Arad 
The list of the cities of Simeon (Josh 19:2-7; I Chr 
4:25-32) is a part of the list of the cities of [he ]Wh 
region of Judah (Josh 15:31-32), For purpose* nf 
geographical analysis, it does not matter if this was a 
section taken out of the more complete list « or if this 
was an original short list to which were added on the 
other parts of the Negeb » This region includes mainlj 
the environs of Beer-Sheba, neither reaching southwards 
to Aroer (Adadah) nor eastwards to Arad (Eder), cities 
which are included only in the list in Joshua 15. Thus it 
now appears that Ramat- Negeb does not designate the 
border of Simeon's limited area, but rather the limits of 
the Israelite settlement of the Negeb up to the border 
with Edom — which included the Kenite Negeb, the 
Jerahmeelite Negeb, and others. The addition: “and all 
the villages that were round about the same cities' 1 thus 
designates large areas, whose cities were not part nf the 
cities of Simeon, Their settlements were called M 3”i*rr" — 
a general term, suiting the hoi and more retarded 
character of this area. At least some of these settlements 
were no different essentially from the towns of Simeon- 
surh as Arad, Aroer, and Ramai-Negeb. The boundaries 
of these D’lin appear in Joshua 15 at the beginning of 
the list of ihe cities of ihe Negeb, and among them 
Baa loth {Josh 15:24) — which is per hap* Baal'Baahrh 
Beer — also designates their southern Iwrder, 87 
Ihesr considerations make more likely the identifies 1 
tions of Ramar Nfgpb with Horvat Tisza, about 9 km 
smirh-souiheast of Td Arad. At this place, an Iron Age 
forires* was discovered, about the same size as theciEad fl 
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of Arad, is Its plan is very similar to that of the fortress 
of Kadesh-Barnea and to that of the fortress of Stratum 
VI at Arad, in which the ostraca of Eliashib were found 
We found there a great many sherds from the eighth 
and seventh centuries B.C.E. h and there is no doubt that 
the large fortress, in its latest form, was built in the latter 
days of the monarchy.® Remains of terraces and other 
structures were found at the foot of the fortress, mainly 
on the step northern slope. In this area we gathered 
many sherds, mostly from the eighth-seventh centuries, 
but some of them from the tenth-ninth centuries B.C.E. 
On the other side of the stream, on a low hill sur¬ 
rounded by a bend in the stream, at the foot of the 
fortress to the north, we found remains of houses 
covering a large area. In spite of all our efforts, we 
found no sherds in the area, apparently because of the 
erosion in this low place The form of the buildings is 
reminiscent of an Iron Age village, such as the large 
village at Tel Masos, 40 

Thus, at Horvat ‘Uzza there was a fortress and a 
village next to it, similarly to Tel Arad and Horval Tov. 
The fortress, in ils latest form, is from the end of the 
Iron Age, but the village was founded apparently in an 
earlier stage of the Iron Age The rime of the settlement 
ltl us fits what we know of R a mat Negeb, although its 
hi mugs still need further investigation. 

The large fortress at Horvat 'Uzra was built at the top 


Map <4 site* in the vicinity *4 Awi 

of (he mountain, ac the toutheaitcm rd|<r <4 (hr “Arad 
Negeb' 1 , and 4 is clearly visible from Td Aiad and from 
most of the places in the area I hi* is a lookout prnm 
which suits the name Ratnah/Ratnni {“high place") At its 
foot begin Ihe neep slopes leading down to ihe Dead 
Sea, It governs the source of the Brook of Kinah. whuh 
is one of the easiest wavs down into the Arabah 
Additional fortresses from the Iron Age have hern 
discovered in the lower portion of this stream * I he 
placement of the large fortress shows that in ihis period 
here was the beginning of ihr main road detrending to 
Edom, called in the Bible “the Way of Edom” {2 Kg* 
3:20) 41 The fortress governed the way up, blocked ihe 
entrance to the Arad Negeb, and was ihe first potni open 
to Edomite attack. Its lofty position above the Arad 
Negeb, its place at the edge of the area of set tie men 6 m 
this part of the country, and us strategic position on the 
Edomite border are all dal a which peculiarly sun ihe 
different extant sources. 43 Horvai “(Jim i* not faT from 
Arad: only two or three hours bv foot This does not 
weigh again*! the identification There is no reason to 
suppose ihai the men were sent on a long journey, 
especially since (he reinforcements were sent not onh 
from Arad, bui from places to the nonh, also, such as 
Kmah The determining factor is that to the south, m 
the area between Horvat Uiza and Arw. nooiher lion 
Age site has been discovered, 
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The AdminisinHon of the Sanctuary 

I .hr mmi important building wiihm the fortress r> F Arad 
ii ihr iantmary* which wus established along with the 
fir** citadel in thr rcrilh century B.( F. (Stratum XI) and 
Mifitimird to exist up to rhe seventh century H C E. 
(Strainin VII) ** It is very natural that Mime uf ihe 
oil rat a are connected to (hr administration of the 
sanctuary! which doubtless needed written records of its 
set vires, lilhes, err. 

Many ol the ostiara are lists of personal names, some 
with the addition of numbers and signs. Perhaps some of 
these* or even most of them, belong to the administra¬ 
tion of the sanctuary* bur there is no way of knowing, 
the places where thev were found are scattered all over 
tile citadel* and do not Tell lif anything about their role. 
A . oni rutraied arc hive of the sanctuary was noi found, 
and thus if is possible to establish their connection with 
the sanctuary only m two ways: I) ostraca found within 
I hr- shrine itself or near it; SI those whose contents show 
that thee had some role in the rites, Here we shall 
present all of those ostraca whose relationship to the 
sanctuary is beyond doubt* even ihough they teach us 
vrrv htrIt* about the administration of the sanctuary. 
The most interesting group are eight ostraca from 
Stratum V If I. on each of which om ] v one personal or 
family name was written (Inscription 50-57). Some of 
them were found in a room next to the Holy of Holies 
(Locus IfiMj and some were found on the slopes of the 
tell ai the foot of the sanctuary .* Thus it would appear 
rbai dirw “note*" came from the sanctuary* and some 
were thrown out onto the slop's beyond the walls Only 
two of them contain a personal name with the par 
ronsmic (Eahiyahu ion of ‘K*er. ef son of Hushai) 
t wo contain one name with the prefix ‘son of" (vm of 
Hemda, son of Netanyahu) Four con lam only one 
name, two of which are known as priestly name* from 
fhe Bible (Meremoth; Pasbhur) and rwo atr hitherto 
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unknown names fpashvad <?); Yishpai [b U! 

Yoshapbatl AfRlI 

From the thes were found* and f roo , 

fontefits* it «s clear that rhese ostraca are tonnes^ 
the rites of the sanctuary* but on fortunately ^ 

be certain of the exact function 47 Our Cond Ua /*“®** 
they have to do with the casting of tors for the n % 
watches (vsd. above* pp. 85-87}* is of Cotl|5p 
hy^chesis However rhe very fact of f !n d mR lh J 
osrraca in the sanctuary and connected to it is C5t?r /** 
interesting. The regular Yahwistk names, and 
the Judean priestly families among them, ls evident' 
the Yahwiscic character of the sanctuary of Arad * 

In script ion 49, also from Stratum VI] J, apparent a, 
belongs ro the sanctuary; it was found in a building Z* 
to the entrance to the sanctuary together with Inscnpu^ 
53 r which was one of the “lots". This is a bowl on ^ 
names and numbers were written dose together 
around, with lines separating the columns of nafn ^ 
Apparently the writing was done on a whole bowl. Th* 
may have been a list of offerings to the sanctuary |, 
contains names, some of them family names begin hind 
with the prefix 13 ‘son of , with the addition of munbeh 
After i wo of the names the letter het is written bet wee,, 
the name and the number (lines 12-13), and * r 
suggested [hat this is an abbreviation either for njr 
‘ wheat 1 ’ or men “sin-offering”, one of the types of 
sacrifices. Especially interesting are the four names 
written on the base of the bowl; "Sons of Besal sonsd 
Korah 2; son of Gilgal 1; sons of Koniyahu". None of 
them are persona! names* but rather family names 
beginning with ’ l 33. Korah is a well-known Levite familv 
one of the poets in the Temple; eleven psalms arc 
ascribed to composition by this family. “Son of Gilgal'. 
especially, is no regular name. We know of no familv bv 
this name, but there is a holy place where a sanctuarv 
existed up to the days of Amos (Amos 5:4), perhaps the 
well-known Gilgal near Jericho. 4 * 1 It would appear that 
the “son of Gilgal 1 ' is a servant of that sanctuary; this is 
also the only one of these names in which 13 appears in 
rhe singular. Possibly these four names designate men 
whose professions are connected with the sanctuary- hut 
there is no information which can help us determine the 
kind of work they did and the reason for the numbers 
which follow the names. !s it coincidental that the 
numbers are arranged in descending sequence? And 
what is the explanation for the appearance of the to 
name (sons of Koniyahu) without a number? 

Possibly this building, which stood near the entrance to 
the sanctuary, served as its sacristy. A list similar to 
Inscription 49 may be Inscription 7h from Stratum XI, 
which wai found in rhe same room, and contain* a lisrof 
names beginning with “son of” and amount* of ftrkflf'. 
the Egyptian grain measure, 

Several incised inscriptions were found in the couri 
yard of the sanctuary. Of special interest are two offitwf 
howls found near the altar, on each of which 
moved two similar signs (Inscriptions 102-10*)* 
whhh we believe stands for 13TP “sacrifice" or f 101 ) ' 
and a sign made up of rhrrr strokes intersecting nr 
meeting each orhn WV noted similar engraving* ^ 


, e Brvmrt Age sanctuary ai Kimwi H-Lor AnA 
^ <s*eb from the Herodvan period, with the it,*nr> 
found near the 1 empk Mount m )enis*W* m . 

II P "the thc,ie ts ^ itgri stmiU,T *° that KOc&ni on 

4N bowls from Arad ll is diffk uli to believe that this 

Zcdental: ^ [hmk lh ™ " as ancient iradmon 
* appeared in places difering from each mhei m 
jud place, 

l\eie also an engraved mscnpimm s^p 'h,4v" (No, 

' ]101 found m the sanctuary. From the courtyard 

III . [he inscription l 3en "half 1 (No. 101). appareruH 

on a vessel which contained a Standardised 
^J'Lrtinn approve by roval authority. 
hl ri £ sanctuary fell into disuse with the religious 
.jurinations of Hezekiab and josiah* and was not lehuik 
" stratum VI. Moreover, a casemate wall was built upon 
u t . min* of rhe sanctuary , in one of the rooms of which 
’ arf hivc of Eliashib was found In spite of the disuse 
' C | hf sanctuary* certain matters pertaining to religious 
acinn fist rat ion continued to be dealt with at Arad, as ran 
te seen f roni s0me °f tile Eliashib ostraca. One of the 
Z iai a tells of bringing tithes “before the month ends" 

I Inscription 5 :12-13) Inscription 23 from Stratum VI is 
! si sunder in content to Inscriptions 49 and 76* which 
weir concerned with the administration of the sanctuary. 
Lm one ol the letters* provisions are supposed m be 
supplied to the Kerosi (Inscription 18:5-6); this is the 
n;i iTkC of one of the families of Nethinim, of the workers 
of the Temple Probably this Kerosi, who came to Arad 
and received there provisions, is employed in his usual 
ritual capacity. In the same inscription, the “house of the 
b id' is mentioned (Inscription 18:9). We have ex¬ 
pired that undoubtedly the Temple in Jerusalem was 
meant The connection between the clerks at Arad and 
the Temple reminds us of the biblical verse concerning 
the Levite administration: "For alt the business of the 
Lord, and for the service of the king . - - for every matter 
pertaining to God* and for the affairs of the king" (I Chi 
26:30, 32). 


Historical information 

The contents of most of the ostraca are connected to the 
civil, military, and ritual administration of the ritadd: 
however* thc-v also contain valuable historical informa¬ 
tion. Although very little is explicitly stated, some 
information can he gathered from indirect references. 
Thus, for ihe first time* excavations in Eretz-Israel have 
vieldcd details on different historical events in the 
context of a specific site — which teach us something 
about the whole country. 

From Inscription 40, we learn that the commander of 
the fortress of Stratum VIII (the end of the eighth 
century h.C.F.) was Matkiyahu. He had a great deal of 
authority, and the writers of the letter, Getnaryahu and 
Xchennahu were subordinate to him. It appears that 
Gemaryahu was the commander of a fort res® situated on 
rhe road to Edom, which was in daily contact with Arad 
— perhaps Kamat-Negeb (c/. Inscription 24) thrmartahii 
received his in si ructions front Malkiyahu, comtnandet o 
Ar,*et, who was in direct contact with Jerusalem In 
leher he wrote of “the evil which Edom has done . 


hex ause ,u l , k 

woerni|*ed V,1 ‘" w r Wl *"^ ^ — 

ciwstl, 1S " l ' h nvrmwwuM m \U\\ 

T H ^ riwh dmmg ,»w 

w™, VI * h. TT-'TT *! 4 . .. . 

. 

^ugn ** thr ‘>1 Semwhhcrtb-s 


t Sr lra,n VH Ml iwm fimnp.. 14 An 

MribeTn lhr Vt ?r h ' >UM ' M,IN ' n h ' ■*'' 1 

* . Umi.uiu lhr nimnuniln At dux mnr w,»x 

. w j 1 >tM1 ^ Eshoahu, and ill it, ol Ins W ab were 
tound m a room along with ihr hwiau, mnanm 
Mi tshih would mu have kept an I gvpu«n %. oU, and m 
a< i <4 her fists are writ ten m Heturw, such as Inv. option 
m whh h the wool t»n "wheat' apiw ats irornl times 
H-om another imracon wr h-.un that a Hriirrw «utW 
Wits available m Fliashth (No 17:7- Hi 

Huts we rmukde that ilk IoiIn-m ol So uum VH 1HL 
to the Egyptians* and that they empitesl the tuterluviiM-s 
Wtoie letting lire to it The sunk in tin umehmmes was 
counted and prnpeth noted down hv an Egvplan m riln* 
l lie totals were no doubt given to the Fgy|itiah an 
thoTities. ki-nii the first draft, made to the ti rjbt- s khiiii ol 
the citadel of Kliashth* w-as b-lt them 


Since the commands ol the lnrtr»*ss ol Stratnin VH 
was the same Flushih who appeared in the osn*na ol 
Stratum VI** it n, ik-ar that both stista were dose uj 
each other in time Stiatutn VI is ckwe to the cod ol the 
First Temple period, both accoidiug to the poiteiv and 
to its script, which is identical to thr m npt ol the I ,n Itislt 
letters Thus it appeals that Stratum VII lell to the 
Egyptians a short time befoiehand 

These considerations lead ua to propose that Sitaium 
VII was destroyed in the seat 660 IV t I* thr seal josiah 
was killed and Jehoukim rrownrd by Pharaoh Nero, thr 
Egyptians conquered Fret/ Israel in this year, and ibrv 
demanded a heavy tribute from thru proiegr Jehoiakint 

(2 Kgs 23:35; 2 C hr 36:3) The ... battle was (might 

fat in the north, ^od there was no need to mukr a siege 
of Arad and the other Ncgeh fortmwei* which doubtless 
surrendered when the kingdom fell and a new king was 
crowned by the Egyptians* Ihr Egyptians did not lasoi 
ihe exigence of Israelite fortresses in ihe Negrh. and not 
surprissnglv ordered [hem dell roved Bui iw-fore ihr 
destruction, of the citadel of Arad, thr stock of thr 
storehouse would have been taken ovet by thr Egyptian 
clerks From this, we can undcrsiaml how the coin man* 
der of the fortress left the place, hut teiurtird after ii 
short tune when the Egyptian rule was crushed and the 


land fell to Babylonia 

The citadel of Stratum VI, therefore, was htnll rn MM 
BCE. This is the vear that Nebtahadne/ear gamed 
control over the country, and assuredly Jehoiakim quick- 
|v irfnriififtl lm soulhern tx.idrrs, ,firr ihe kins uf 
Ejnpt tame noi «(tam anv uK.rr mil ol fm hnd. f« ««r 
*. nf of B»b»lon h,d Mkn,. from ,h, Br«.k „f iR'l" 
unto the „srt Kuphruos ,11 lh,« iyr,„nurt m lhr lm* 
*1 EfrvpT (2 Kp 24:71 r...b,Ws ,i ih.s mnr. ,hc 
l^bsksoMUS fssored lhr rr„r»,l of .hr ( 0 r..ht,u,«.s of 
the vassal land against Egvpt 
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n.t bM ni*M Ml " ,h * ' h '^ * w* 

Zndtb H h '* trig*, Me*at&m§ JV n ^ Km — 

•»*" ,br "* **“' /W ^ rhr d^rutf^ 

**» ,h - rt * ** Th ^!lT, rjd ij,i lav oiadcf 

rhii*. Ar*d Mf (If* ihr ytw * - *‘■ tfMtth Y&T, 

existed but no mote th*u trti y&r* r ‘‘ . fJltf 

/wl '• k,J, ‘ **’ """H 1 " 1 <f SI Wi Vpparrnrty 

fw-wl "f * d<-l<-*«•«*> <f'»" )'" Wl 'I , . , ’ tfr „ 

rl<r» Ihr UtUirr ,rf . rrhrttrtH ««*""? *•> * " 

abm# wMb neigllljfirpnjj kingdoms ijkr < >■ ' . 

Wuriwi arid the poliiutf loflowmir jr **P“ 

why Mf.r, pn JlirM. wrpr rkilroycrl e*P* r » W J f ** lhC 
for new* <4 I hr Nr^rh were alway* i h f v,Cl,fnl m 

(imr rtf civil and rnilir *ty wraincM. 

If wrirn rhai Iri*rf (priori 2i fell* o* who pui an rrK lo 
(hr 1**1 rlfadcl of Arad fnfnrmaiion rearhrrl Jerusalem 
lhat an Erlrifnite *r my wj»« making u* way wer aFld 
hryoNfl rhr N«frh forirraw* fVrhap they exploited rhe 
wraknrM uf fufbh lo *rriir old mmen, and perhaps me 
HahyJomjtn* scur neighboring countries a^ainv the t ifie* 
of Judah, a* wan done a few years Indore when 
JWnnaknn rebdlrd (2 Kg* M:2; jrr 3ft:J1J. 11 

Hiaflhih wa* ordered (o send reinfnrrernerUs urgently 
frmn A tail and from rarighhamrig Kinah to Ramai- 
Nrjrrh, whiih was die- fusr forirru open to the Edomite 


threat This c omman d was at compand ^ 
warning: "And the word of the king u incumJ', ^ 
for voor ven lives!" No considerations q| FlJi? ** 
hi* people were allowed to interfere with th* de^ * 
Zcdtk&h It turned out that the preparano^ T** 1 < 
reinforcements of Ramat-Negeb were useless and ^ 
d fell, the rest of the fortresses — mdudioe 
wer€ laid open to Edom ire attack Thus it ' 

that the destruction of the cities of ih e Negeb 
occupation by Edom did not Occur in the year 5^- 
ii popularly held , st but rather some three or f 0ur ' * 
later. 

Even though some of these suppositions are of 
sirv only hyporheses, still we have here before us^ 
historical information for the first time about the * 
and the fate of one of the important centers of t 
during the last one hundred years of the moti art hi 

We could not have expected a more surprising confirm 
tion to our historical hypotheses than the episiJ* \ 
Jehoahaz (Inscription 88), in which he announces hi 
crowning, insists on energetic military preparations an c 
mentions the king of Egypt This is full confirmation <,| 
the destruction of Stratum VII irt the year 609 Bf F 
and an additional proof of the high position of Eliashii 
who received his instructions directly from the |i R g 


I I ■w EJir nifMlrin lerm "torfr*M M m contrait ro "efty". In biblical 
IfEntitnatofy, ihr (nmrii i* IwJuiImI »r» (hr roncept »l "city”, and 
ihf 1*1 irrrn uimmH n bus, ciJ Pm ImW IV. coIb fiSSf (Hdn i 

S App*r*mlv *lmiil*r r«i tr in the fort res* nf Ramoth fWtead. excavaiert 
l^rridliv liy )* W tapp, cirf, HW I'HiH. pp !lfl-105. 

V bf llfh/n irt#fJ'Jpi*:fplnJti t VirppiJ<iJp il\ Wifwii .31 [ t'^7] ], p. 
(?*!*> tuffftla thm iIris m * phcrKimenoii unique to southern Judah. 

4 SiNnr WWfnU lime* 

V lii itiHir oaines, ihr lomplerinn ii umertain, 

■ft !'.*«rf.pt pirrhapi Innripiion «5*, hut possibly this should be 
t "inplrtrfl Jonah, Jrwrph, or sonteibing similar 

?. Cf NpjhIi, Prrtfnrpsnanirfl, p. KHff 

N Oimiftrr CatntiaHi, p(J 1f2lfl And «d lately S. Veivin, Two Words 
■i< Mishnak Hebrew in ihe Rildital Period. A--V r rwif Mtmurial 
t dnair |rui*alrm IWW, pp 3G6-M6 (Beb h 
rid D H. Freedman, Fhe Onhofraphv of the Arad Onraca, t£J 
1# tlUflS), pp 5»fl 






RalifTTMiir 1951, pp 51, 54fl 
fb*r VAw*a E, pp 7lit 

F M Grata and D N Fitwdtnada, £drfi ffdn* QnWroMi Nrv 
Haven im. p 57 ^ 

tlr*T Shtbn E. pp M , |07 
f*td, pp MM 
15 | Wfti, Iritis XXV {!»]}, p (ft) iHeb i 
Ifi A Ummt*' Ldwrara*. d, Me«d Hwhawahu (VW-yamJ reptaci 
plant mn ronreme, Vis^„ J| p 

IT C)f fjsr hid V, co| [65-167 


M 

14 


16 (Ihbaon, fiufnptuiii, pp Sff 

19 flerr I. pp 7J-7S 






11 Gihann. 1 * m reip(MMU. pp Hfl 

n 1M 

” N * ,rt ,ie > '* r m>. in ,i K 

p*W ' t.tv WaimiTOcr |.,7 

24 t'*d V Aharofo. FotcTurtnefi of ihe t irm Iron *» e 
- ^ m , «i*7, P 

m«,i««wd ™ N« 71 I ,fc, ^ lh , lpm A,h * r,n 


IS- v r id. M. Dothan, Ttie Fortress ar Kadrsh-Eamea, ;n ]$ 
pp. 159-141. 

26. Ibid, doodiote 24),. p. 10. 

27. 4s m the Journey of Jacob from llaran. Gen 31:25 

2H, The Roman road from Jerusalem to the area of Kir Moah wu z?n 
km.; vid. V. Ahartjni, F.rftz-Isrmt V (1955), pp. 131-152 (Hrb., F,^ 
S«m, p, 91*), There were 121 Roman miles (179 km.) from Rahl^ 
to the junction where the mad to Jtrusalem-Halusa branched r,fl 
and from this [he distance from Kir-Mnab [o Rabhah has in be 
Suhlratted, and the distance to Jerusalem added. The Rnman mad 
passed through Ein-Husb, thus was farther away (rom the anriem 
road which passed near the southern tip of the Dead Sea; ind V 
.4haronL, I"he Negeb of Judah. Jitdah and jfrusalm., JeonaJcrr 
3957, p. 5fi (Beb., Eng. sum. p. V), 

29. Vtd W M. Hallo, The Road to Etnar, IS (1964), pp 57-SS. 

30 Enc. fetfrf, VI, col. S72. 

3t. F. M Ahel iGtofrraphi* df la Palest tn# II, Paris [1958], pp. 437fl 
s “KS e3 - tc< f identifying ii with Kh. es-Samrah, which lies 5.3 im. 
from Arad; hut this site is from the ChaJcdithk period, vuL N 
Glueck, in £3tfjm. New York 1959, pp 35-56. 

52- VVdiof XXXyil, p 233 vid. also V. Aharmu, Bath, 

Jerusalem 1963, p. 60 (Heb.). 

33. In text A, there ■* an inteieSting phenomenon putting berk 
version* iogetlier: '“Up to IJ.ia lai h - Beer Ramoth on the road M 
Ramath-Negeb”, 

34. I his i.s the reason rhat Ramalh- Negeb, (Hio. was always sOtighi m 
the middle Negeb, such as Abel'a proposal (ahove, note 31, P- +311 
to place il to the south of Mahi.yi. Abel positions Baalath-Beer nti f 
Rii _ Asluj (ihid,, p. 258). I rontideted identifying it with Beer 
Yeiuham. wbo*e enviion* weie sanctified from llle Middle Bn^Jf 
Agr fB Rothetlberg. Taghatfi Simi, Tel Aviv 1958. p ]2T ]?7 
fHeb ]; M Kochavi, YMict XXV11 j 1963), pji. 2B3-292 [Hch .^ 
near u ihr largest Israelite fort ress in the Negeb wa* diKOve** 1 
(FlofA, p . 69 (Hrb.lt; IE} 17 [1967|, p 7). and vil V. Aharon 
Wacfindan KM* Atlas, map no 12 I 

35 w F Albright. JPOS 4 (hr2i), pp i i'ill Jd Ntah, 1^’ Bwt * 
fmua’ f ubioger 1053, pp. USf 

36. In my opin.on, in 4 y Aharuoi, I he Negeb of Judah, / luWl 
/eruwdrm, Jeniailem 1967, pp. 4fk-58 
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1 Srrn ******* *“ Vgeb *h,. lW 

,n the ^ Xh * °* ?he JtKtah m |,wsK„. is 

an iniponani dtV >n ih» area dunng the wtmb- ot the 

»ncc there are mans mi«*kes m this ha 
sn» whether "Dimona* named Vlween kmd ^ 

ormt) not * mLWJkr ftjr RamahAe^ Susor thf 

l T 'h*nge of the k« te» ™*-da* and common ns^ 

7^ HrhTC1 * * nVl ' lhClr * “"»«™ between ,h f 

inK * Text & ind n >« ! ‘ ,f ^nuKnpt* of rhe y™ ( 

* pwa , = Th* mas base been X 

fes the Dibon of Ncbemwh 11:25, usualh the two name* arr 

v 4 hao>ni. Jtsdak W /erasafen, )eru«tem 1957, pp 531 <H*.l 
rhe p1 Jfl ,hc fortrrtS S ' V,W thc intpresston that ii was hmh , n 
* N rwC1 flage*. and p«*ibls in the beginning there was a small fortew, 
towers: t-wL Y Aharnm. EUth, p 57, n, 7 tH eh i 
. V Ahtroni. V. »iEr, and A Kempinaky, Tef Aviv l (1974), pp 
63fl 

V 4 haron. and B Rotheobeyg. In thr FoetUe^, *f HeMl *su K,ngs 

11 ; d A vts 1960. pp 131 lHcb.1, 

2 irani. above (n. 36), Ii should be noted thai the new 
3 r»t-Sodom rtjad ha* been paved on the same general path 
, [-here is no basis for Lemaite’s Suggestion to Kientiii Ranmt-Negeb 
h1 iF Kh Gbwrrah, vid. Ostraea, PP 36111. The name Katnai Negrii 
poima to a high place, hui not “une hauteur au omMrdu Negeb" 
Kh, Ghsrrah is neither OKI ihe border of Simeon, nor on the 
hoitler of the Israelite set!lenient, nor n>n the border with Edom. If 


of iiv Kh *rlw 

“M«™ k„ ....i ,« 

duMwswrH K *' "" K *'"' *" nv ' *»W* weiT 

«‘*k ert * T K " M h*, T »ns4 *. fsbwtm W, Kv ihO 

MungeTl 1 V Y " <" ^ pmml 

M«ik*„ hd,Xt i , t.r T w T'"" "■ ,ht ‘' 

i Vr *" r ^* ehw*« .. 

km^ hs *"*"* '^ lM 

(hat the I JUT , ;T WIW ' > M "' w « ran W .^iml 
mnbo v r % '’mtinwd >o esm hn * ten seats 

idnrnur u klr * hrf lhr UH lVt 

M ,,v ,Fw Hwt MB vM ,Rra S** , .... mu 

45 Vmi i \ pp n m 

. InsMvpst™ ki B n in 

Mni 3 V 1 ?;*- «' 'hr .. .tr 

L , '■ ^ ,n '*+™ » n Ab^ toms Vwnm VUI 

Ii illegible 

liAsi- mi iiurt pi ei at Has bv, Lhr w*t wiiHni In lntiti|«Oiat 1* 
™ 'he name Ben Hernda 
4S Fai *iV \\ i|}47 

49 Vi4 Abarnni. (and p 357. 

^ h L W f liku,t 1,1 ’"W*™ 'h*1 hr ts our ol his sitirsims vm,r not 
onh Ins iMinr. Inn hii faihrs’i name o nirntaai 
M In the Itegimmig | though! thin iln Fdmmir mianV isisilted at 
dial time; wtd Ahsnviu Oner IMnrv, iKiuna lioni At**) 
Trrrt frmel |\ p 15 (Met. F„g « jm p 114 -, 

V2 (,J. Jeremiah 13 19, and i«4 3 All. F'fB 21 [l»l'/3t r lain .rpi 
Kloiw Schnften tl pp 2iun 














ARAMAIC OSTRACA FROM TEL 


utSEFH 


*iaveh 


orpa s of I he Palestinian Aramaic inschpiiona from 
1 Persian Period has been enriched in th r \ m ( ew 

iK rr ' Aeir fc T*lu - 


Persian 'He last tew 

Ij V rnanv tens of ostraca, The great majority nf 
j, a ve been fouftd at Tel Beer-Sheba and a, Td 
lhe a ' These texts reflea (he character of the settle 
i(1 Lhe south of Palestine Whereas the Aramaic 
found many years ago at Tel el-Farah m ,he 
4 *rthwestern Negeb shows the extent of agrirultun in 
t area ' ltie oStraca fpom Beer Sheba indicate that 
lhJl waS a n administrative center to which grain was 
f ought as [axes,' and the osirara from Td Arad portray 
V* ^istt-ncc of a way-station where barley was supplied 
' horsemen, horses, and donkeys, The persona! names 
' jrror the make-up of the population in the south of the 
n ' Linin Accordingly, these finds serve as important 
historical evidence for a period poor in historical sources, 
\\ Tel Arad, about one hundred o&traca were found 
^ lh \ r ama»c script or traces. Most of the ostraca are 
vfrv poorly preserved; only a few sherds are legible in 
rhfu entirety- However, since the formulae used are 
T rurally much the same From one ostracon to the other, 
^ can often reconisruct the text even when the script is 


[nscripfiofl 1 



Qau&...; I horse. 

1 donkey; barley: A seabs. 3 qafrs. 
Yaddua' on the 7th (of the month?) 


i new .. bp 
j?*wi iwrt 
7 a prt* 


bip — l he first word in this ostracon (as for instance m 
Nos, 2-4, 13) is ;i personal name- 1 hr 1 firs 1 three leiters 
Dtp designate the name of the Edomite god, Qatis It is 
; lim ,i ilieophoi ..ms t’domile ii.imc Uf ■fi’" 1 “ l 

SI. 32-33, 43). The 1 1 HI rill letter, even ihough i< is not 
long enough, is probably a nun. The Iasi letter is vuhti 
H or he, thus, (hr name may be eilbe' h3bip ot TUO^p. 
3 he root ni is uni common as part of a thc^>|»homi.i5 
n ,nnir (although it stands alone in such names as hi t '*a 


ARAD 


u JS( ' ™ 15 A * V ***A in the 4£ shad* 0,1 Whnh ill 

i |i C 4 I' M “ * r * ,hl *' w rnwnpumn wnuen on ,, 

II ir' i \ ’ Jnt '" IWl ' twn * * »n v opu umiMii 1 

-I Arad Nos H 4M \W publish ha. ilu ph.no 
'»* sheids lor whh-h we do no, U, a 
jading <*i«* 41MW, 1mm ,hr tew ,u w m ( them. ,, ,» 

. thM mm ' vtmtamed icxts Mtmhn to tho*. ol 
trisinptKms t-37y 

, llliC * r>,11 * K 'mi ram of ,\v,id UmW (mm Nos -it tM 
belong io ihe fourth century Bit , apparently to thi 
rniddle of that century U-king othn d.iu ihts, .mump 
turn is based cm paleographi, criteria only ‘ At am uic, 
these owraca are cnntemprvmty to the Aiainak oan.nii 
found at Her I Sheba 

In the following. each sherd is prevented by means of 
a photograph, a transit (rial ton ol the irsi, n it an slat ion, 
and a commentary Usually we have tried to irtiaui Imm 
reconstruction wiihiu the I ran slit eta lion of the irut, tit 
order that the unquestioned icxt would Maud uui ■ tenth 
A reading which is not certain is indu nied In dot ovei 
the uncertain letter or numeral. Suggestions lot , omph 
lions arc sometimes given m the crmvmentary 


and rma Manoah). I f one of our ret oust ntrtiun* of the 
name is correct, then it is possible rhat u is .u, 
abbreviation: nsoip mat be a shotlemrtf form ol onaenp. 
naoip is perhaps an abbreviation feu some name like 
’ir-lEnp or Bpab'P (c/. below, No 2d), Oi should ihr name 
be no’p (Aharoni's suggestion)? — As noted, the reading 
of the last two letters is uncertain. 

Tiaio- horse — The Aramaic absolute state of this 
noun h nq^O; its determined form is rc’U'D ( f . for 
example the Nabatean graffito from Wadi Mukaieb m 
Sinai describing a horse engraved in the tcm k n n*or& Tirr 
It^K b3 71S, " This IS the horse which i‘d'ih% Kin of 

T made ", 6 

3 nQta-one horse 
\ iari = oiie donkey,’ 

3 . P | o w — this is an abbreviation for 3 ;ap * 1*0 rw 
u- J wahs and J qahs ol harlry »■" al»> *'and. lor 
bade, in .hr Brt.-Shtha Arama.r o..raca .hr .hrrd 
from Td rl-Far'aii,' arid ... ihr pap, ri from Orphan- 
bur - StmA b *ah (»/ Bm-Shrh.,. Flrph.immr and 
«dlu"l. <M* " * n abbrrvialion for qab(i> «<ur* m .hr 
list of commodiliM lo«nd in Wad. Mnrahba ai In onr 
,Kr,r arr si* q*h. ; in nonr of 'hr IriJ'hk Awd 
mtraca dor* .hr non.hr, of uni.* af.rr .hr ^ -*.«d V 
Z ...ualh .hr number of ,ah. i* S. 

OT-Vaddoa- (biblical Jaddnal - "•’“V 

,„ tw ai* in ,»tra«m No. lit from L»hi,h 

t Nrhrouah 10:21; 12.11.22. ,n 
,„„.r, \1 W2f |a h.Kh prf«< rooirmporan ,o W*an 
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ftrr thr m * %t*fhUt '•*' *** ' J< * flUfV J 

IMIbpfeage '* A# to fhe Ml mi tty <A Yaddtff ** f ' 

Mk*w. p 174 , . ,... 

71 f be J c/m tfVrft usage of f h* teller ^ 

* mimeral i# m drttgnaorig dales, more prernefy " r 
'Uy oi rb, month f» f* (bn* uk 4 m >hr fmr **V*™ 
Her, flfirt.* ^#*rl rb^ Elephantine papyri ' * ***< ShHtti 

(WmMi No J rw/* 141 14 III ihe Arad Hebrew 
UOU Ho m 14 wririen . ™ n Tflff w TiW mfi 
and in No I. ibr r«ipiffl»l of fhr \ritrr momrranded ro 
write the name of thr day Who wrote down the dare 
here,) fur rM# f wr below, p i74. 

I lira »igo appear* m rra>*f tit til* mtt*t& Inrrmi’ 
ilaied similarly In oaf rat tin Ho. I ; «■<“ below. p I •'4 

1 t herewith tea# Mi cspreu my flunk* ro lh* Jfllr Prof AJiaiwn for 
the privilege ul fmMubui# ihM imporliini mat rod 

2 / N.vrb, I wu Auitw f>«r«a of thr Fenian P^rKxl Hthlt rif <ut 
fru-iih ItiUnrr ANuM«i Ordtsfitttl io fA# Mimweyef f J-iwtr, id Avif 
IWV, pjf• MM iNft (HfltM 

.1 | N.vrh rite Aunnair thrFJMa. Bov Sheba I, JjuNvteiMi mi W 
tO** tbebtt |(XK« 1071 fcrumi (wt V Alumni). Id Art* 1*75, pp 

7M *2, I I* 13 IK 




■ jfi9 ill f 'liu mairiri 


Ini Mm 'll* H.V Wf rfn nof 




irm dir pha«i*a p*» ^ dww «Crac* on wfaidi 
*r* prnfll at » jmppa^Nc ■« vitryuh 

5 W J Na*<* Thr Drvc iufxami cj# rh* A n^ 

^ sir !**ri AcMfrmy *4 Sfu-nttJ ua Pw^iiid V 

1970, pp AS-51, ftg 9 

6 C.l^. lb Np- WO 

7 TBfl io ArawaK ina* ilv, Sc wi«c; indeed, m d* Hct>, 

fr«n Arad, wnc » an P*n rf ^ 

in d« tMHMi ^ ilw Aram** msenp^ P^et 

ihrre » no measure given afEer ihe word, btd 
iraiMlaiHMi fit Ton as dookeii ii Joenialbie “* w 

H See above, note* 2-3 

9 fJowIcy. No 24, No. 65 2 1 Heading, No, 17:3-4. 

10 (trading, No 17:3-1. 

M finrky. No 61 2. *5, »3<> 

If J. T Mild *" P. Benoit et aJu. Us grouei dr | j J _ 

in tkf Judea* Dew* IE». Oxford 1961, p. 1*8 
IS For the seab and C pih measures, fee F Huit«:h, 0^,*. 
rSmiuJu Mtirtiofit, Berlin 1682, pp 449-457. R, a y ,"** 
Wrif^hu. and Measure? in the Bible, BA \XI| {JSs^j, J***' 
14 N, H Twtiyner {Ttir-Sinaii, Lackuh !: The Ladxri ' ^ 

J956. pp, 5i, 62 '**“+* 

15. J. T Miihk, le couverclc de Beihpb^ge. Hum'mujft A Dtaa™ w 

Paris 1971, pp 75-94. 

16. In ibe Hebrew me rata from Arad, the lester bet i* 
abbreviarion for '‘bath" ((he measure for liquid*! but ** 
muni, it does nt4 srm appntpnalc. 



Inscription 2 

.. nyh\ 1 donkey; barley: 4 aeahs. ^ 1 "KWl !Tf'l.. 

Vaddua' on the flth (of the month?). S 1, stIt* 

tj. . =- The firsi two letters of (he name are unclear 
The second letter looks like a samdi. btn differs from the 
which appears after the sfttti fif it is a samtk, and 
no! a qopft?). The first let ret may he a het, which would 
give ns; Won, However, if we take into account the 
faded vertical stroke on the left side of the second [etteT, 
it may be a taw, and the first letter would perhaps be a 
slightly erased mem , If so, it gives us the reading: mtn 
Marianiah (?), a common name in the Bible, 



Inscription 3 


bd/yilk, 1 hfiffle 
Barley 1 soah yaddua' on 
th* 7ih fo) rhe month?!, 


i now Thin*)? 
t a m* i w 
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1 „»npti« n * 



^pf — a common name in ihe Canaauile world: in the 
liters of Tch-Amarna,” at Ugarii,^ in Cyprus,and 
fl uinb lhc Vumc insCr iptM>n*. m ' Bui ^btip can also be 
2T , Arabic name. It appears in Sabaean inscnpnor,s f1 and 
i(V an Aramaic inscription from Hatra (where ii i s 
written; f*Wia») n 

- s A. B Mercer, T^r T>1 ^Anwimq ToWrti, [-H. 1 o«mtcs |«S9 

N«. I?S-3V: 2flS:3- 

tf l AjurfHltwr, p 225- 

:■»! I No, 46 = Doneer-Rollig, No. 35, 

20 Beni, p. **&■ 

21 Hsniirfy. p. ^00, 

?S Ponrt^r-Bollig. No. 253. 



Inscription 5 


Give to Peda’et barley: 1 soah. 1 1ft 

Yaddua on (he 5th (of tha month?). 5 3pn* 

told? in = Give TO Peda’e!: — Similar expressions tan he 
found in the Hebrew ostraca: 0TQ? m iiTTOB?? m. The 
imperative an seems to he <hc kev to the understanding 
nf nniisi of ihe Aramaic ostraca of Arad; see below, No. 9 
ind the discuss ion on p, 174. 

is a personal name, either western ot south 
Srniitii. It appears in the Bible Cmsm Pi'dahd. Num 
and in a seal which is either Phoenician or 




n 

H 

S3 


' V ‘ 1 ^ •*- •>■: 
49* 4 


»«+** W* |,^UW 
w •»>.* t M c>^ 


«"*»« (. W IV* p w <>w , 


IWV^ n** W 

' MV < 1*441 w 


Intcription b 



I £ COITS, 


Barley 1 seeh. 3 oabs 

Vaddua' on the 7th |0f th* month?) 


nvy i r*a 

1 p 1 BW 

t i nr 


®3"i '13 - c olts, em is a horie or hcirin harneated i» a 
chariot (Mic 1:13) or swill pur horse* (f.sih H Hi, 14) In 
1 Kings 5:B we find: ’'Rarle* a3*o and straw for ihe 
horses and swift steeds" CWD In one of the letter* of 
Arsham (Irom 4M> B C E.) one finds (he inttniaiom: 
ttw% ?apb i.f.: “(to give) hay according to Uhr 

numbei of) hi* horsei"* This wmd al*o appears in an 
Aramaic letter from the first half of the fourth century 
B.C.L found at El Hibeh m Middle Egypt 17 

For the combination 'i2 “sons of hones , tf 13 
’calf' (Gen 10:7), HTT> '33 voung pigeons" (Lev 12 B> 
This combination is also used in Ataman For example, 
Tanrum Onhelos translates the word 'W "young bird or 

a, p> jpi. . . _ 4i.ii", ■« ‘.*n- i fei is. uiJire 


pi c run . . 

abo designates the smallness of inanimate mmn*: tn the 
JVshitta the word Vl “bulwarks" m Isaiah 2fi l i* 
Iran slated OFT3, i*. "a *™**\ waif 

The sign for the number l!> is uncle*. Perhaps ihe 


i Genesis 15:9 as ^3 Moreover, this uwge 
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if'ttrt fa fa ,r*4 rrmrsA it **■ *•«? h " '*'**'*' 

thru ihr woiitd fa 1 WT X ^ "** lfi th * 

ttw, the *4*ttUtm*l fa J *f> if 'hr dr */n *(** *> <>f * 
t‘Atr*>Hvr utnttr, 4ttd tf W h*h ** * 

'Haw wjmJi (frith V* % trvKr-nr Hm»i-*uvm f * 
( hr 4 U, Mur ihn rrMiu* i« liWy ***** rl * r br% ' 
pn ttteil it 4 t fAim live fitnnt, and there i* tin tued hit an 
additional ft* 

■fit th\m Hr, ft A 

M t ftrrvum Hit *,wnuM‘> fa M W'heh fat *4uttf> 

Aft haircut, j]« fair li.tr fagjpfut VP (tffiHft pj» 1 W. J > Miltll 
I Ml.. .. .. >l.l Jlii^k 4«iMiu 4ti n'fiJt/ Mr 7*t- *1 


I Jlllf <■ dm< < in 


IrtNtrfption 7 



TPt* horsemen of EhaaMb — 
10 man, crushed (baflay) 
w*hs Yaddua 
cm the Tlh (of the month?). 


ihenbH iimfi 
io pii 
im» . . o 

7 i 


tF^s 111 the Bible is either a horse or its rider (usually m 
military rapacity). Iti Aramaic texts — perhaps aside 
from the Zakfcur inscription 1 * — the word means “rider", 

I he following line in this osiraron — 10 nil_shows 

that here people are referred to, i,r, horsemen, The 
whole ex press inn 10 TOS 3’trSt 'uno means: a unit of 10 
horsemen whnse commander is Eliashib 

“ This Wim * appears in Inscriptions 7-J I. Since 
it Hands before s(eah), instead of the usual p (barley) it 
must designate some tvpe of commodity. In Syriac,' the 
verb in the pe'at has three definitions: “to stab", “in 
* 0re * ' and to beal '* * in an tended meaning: “to 
pound , crush") * fn Pahlawi. this root a an Aramaic 
ideogram stands for the Fenian word kef tan ( = M tr> 

™ Z *7 11 P znki Pte- apparently meaning 

crushed (barley) It* Hebrew translation would be W\fO 
fn the Babylonian Talmud. Shahbai 74 a, it n said -it 
rirp: / 3 y? A fxK " man *”• hu hT ™<* ^*Ho,jt 

pounding (the gram before grinding)-; U t the barley 


WM afJ t crushed m order to remove U hu*fc* & if . 
-«,h«jr the bus* f™** *>3> is also called ^7** 

7 ^ Sanhedrm 27a, *?rn “lo beat, 10 crush" m ' 

Aramaic fl>an 2 *« biblical Hebrew cni$b«| 

n ailed (2 bam 17:19; and especial]* pr m 07 .^’ 
f.ruthed bar lev >s nor animal feed, thus at Arad ^ ‘‘ s 

lupphed to the horse men’' 


2* Dwntr dnBHg **> ?Q& 2 

29 k inxMmiPHi, /,««*- Swdfw* Mall^ 1928, p J54b 
Vt w j mLu>iClii The dtOHnwin, Tchenui 1968 p ^ 

t'tpnnud from ft F j Junker, Fnhsog-i Pahta*^ 

I»I2) 

11 Set V Fd.» jn £rrtz-/^t m chr ^ 

„iMl TatewA fd Aviv 1963. p. ^32 (Heb.j; Y Fcii,. jt~ 
TajniL*dK j-rreonure, Bor fldii I (Yearbook ^ | g( _,^ 

.11 l hJ.. ilninLv I n Frrf hf SFe]ll tfjf OLl t .... . B ^ 


Inscription & 



The horsemen. 

SkWy . 

crushed {barley): 3 seahs, 1 qab. 

Yaddua' on the 8 th (of the month?). 

3 K ' T ' 6 “ Ihc faint remains nr the letters in the 
seiotid word may indicate the reading Knam, i.e., the 
determined plural form of the word nan (a group, or a 
military unit?) On the other hand, the dement bar 
occurs m Persian meaning liteially "bearer” (r.g.. 
" l3rjJ ^ waTer <rpa iures; treasurer), Perhaps the read' 
mg msta ran be suggested; n may indicate bitji k which 
means r,i K in Old Persian, g'lan *= tax-hearers, perhaps 
a certain rank 12 Meanwhile, neither suggestion is com¬ 
pletely satisfactory, 

1 W? According to the lontexl, ihi* word should be a 
personal name Parallel to Inscription No 7, “the 

'i»*b!»J en ^ fllKh,,5f Wr 'uggesr rompleling; «**"*■ 
pTi " n -" a horsemen [of) Hwy”. And indeed 


il’y.i BinriB 

.. . . *HUt 

1 J? J b ^171 . - 

s 1 sn» 


156 


- 5 «r has been found cm a Hebirw seal fm™ 

;W fwrth <«»'“« , B f f («™«n|»r,ry ,o ,h^. „ MIa 
rfif f j al TH Mschal near Hemlivah,** 

^'"‘xin at the beginning of line 3 a appiwlnh 


TTte 

cr^ uTr 


os Tl occur* m Aramaic icx[> fmm Prrsrpolis <hm 
#itnei Jem from Perstpttu, CUka^ 1^0, ] S JV( 


R A 

v _ wTOJ n. X*** ™ J™" r "-r-^ ^riKafo 1970- j SgvOv And 
, shikrtf. K‘ ru;t] r< ^ 1s or ^^nvern*? « 

1473 I p 436 In the mauci of ih<r Perkin wtirdtc Ufa %XnA ^ . 

dl i •*»**«* of Frof &hm * 1 

^ ^ pchlished soon by Piof. N, Avigat); | thwk h, m 

v . n-rwasslon to mention it her? 

^ hi* P^"’ 



io p [.5 a]n 

6 3 FTP 


Gi[ve to, ] crushed (barley): 10 seahs. 
To Shallum: crushed (barley): 10 seahs. 
Yaddua' on the 6th {of the month?). 


Ii IS difficult to read the first line, At the beginning of 
the second line, apparently, or>>V? "to Shaltum" is wTiiteo. 
After this word there are remains of a sign similar to the 
numeral 20 . At the end of the second tine, after the 
numeral |fl. there are two vertical lines which mav 
represent ihc number 2. However, it appears more likelv 
that these strokes are part of the sign If so, then this 
M fih appears twice here Thus it seems that this ostraron 
roniains two instructions to give crushed harlei to two 
differem people, and l have suggested to trad line t 

Jrcnrdingly. 



Ascription 10 


qaus; 

crushed {barley) 2 seahs 


a b miri 


texi may lie reiobstructed as follows c Bip [ ’vne>l 
l a irp] 2 ITo (he horsemen of ..] mun, crushed 
(harlev): 2 seahs, [Yaddua 1 cm ]" 


Inscription 11 



A horseman (?) crushed (bartayl -* s^abs 


4 d ii'pn mb 


The fiwii two letters mav also be rrsA and kiif*. and ihen 
rhe ftrsi word would be TT5' However, if ihe readme 
is correct here (the dairi and the <?opA ate clear), then ii 
must he assumed that a horseman is mcani here (see 
commentary to Inscription No. 7). The rest of ihe letter 
is illegible, 


15 7 















# ■* 

iwntnnjn 10 " l1on 

’imp huh 

i inn . maps 

a p * etp 

FfT* 

tO dflflkay driver# (?) from rh» city ('or alafa) of 
t rtiiTi I ha ttnifnf of Ahrinanisy 
AqnhMh J ijurifc#Y« 
rinpiiA-y A wrthi. 4 «|«ihi 
Yaddua 


faint itiMri nf leirei* neat la rhr heavy script and 
hr r wren rltr fine* may unlit arc ihai this i« a palimpsrst 
lo topi f lu* mgi; which wp take to he rhr numeral 10 
hu» .i short liar nicking up mi rhr righi, as in the letter 
hr llnwrvri, an r* pin tuition for o hr word mtsn (a 
nillmive form for donkeys?) is difficult. 10 TBrt (instead 
of Id rwnl ii ahu imiysiuil bul this is. Isuw it is. written 
m these OttiAi n (srr fine 3: l mn t and also Nos. 23, 24, 
31, 17. ire also mile 421. The continuation of ihr text, 
.'11131 ( fT nria to... makes it difficult to 

translate If) aqr aa fO donkeys, thus we propose 
translating it a# JO donkev drivers, t.t., a unit of JO men 
belonging In the dtgtl of Ahdmntav from an unknown 
town, 


\fter 10 tub. thete are traces of a word that may be 
rTr but the vertical line at the end of this group 

of letters makes this trading difficult. Instead of the 
reading | |r fU’TC, perhaps it is possible to read nnr*ro 
{ ihr city") If Wr stick with the reading )tP rhen 

perhaps it should be completed fnn]v nj'ro, i.*,, “ 6 he 
stair (or city) of SaJ maria J*. Aharon i proposes fu’ia 
■IT i' < r B Porten suggests the reading; 

vT£ T 8 .* 1 "I* " ,lw *-»*rdriw» of 

Ic-M | (hr {riivj at Sa[marii|''. Thi, 

reading parallels the formula in No. 7i "a'p-h* -r®", fo u i 
the sign following does not appear to be a yorf 
r y? W ** - S,m,lar combination, are common at 
Elephantine Nanav or Nana rs the name of a Babylonian 
goddess, hut apparently names bearing this theophorom 
element were popular with people of Aramaic descent 
*oo f„ Elephantine, the large army units known as 
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W were «as»d after perscA* w.cb 

H^madata Vartrauj or BaU>%ic*u» ***** 
Hilitiif Ar Mjkwkmdmri y* ***** 

V^atoab — * Hebrew nasnr which does &r M 
,he h*Ae The bMvzi names tempqaaf frcmi ** 

are zpr Jacob lopr Jaai^iah (J Chr 4 ^ 
Oionened name TV* Akkub tonh m E»». 
and Otroekks) In a d. pc nio from A Sandra **7* 
U'ttn the beginning of the Hellene*!* period. « 
rr^m nrm * A/ptbtah and A H iha arc 
fannaim The "Acfabiah of this ottraron was ^ppaj f 
the ff/mm*nder of the 10 (Jewish?. donkey^,^ . 
rame from a certain town They belonged t<> a 
military division {dtget) whose commander wa* Vb * f 
oanay, and thrv had three donkeys with them 

U t grew uni — M Kanul U irnnt ArowdidLr ai ^ 
fail o i hu.it di Srumua Mertli. Stonckt t 
Sauetuii* do ttaWfi Serw VUI, Vdl XlJ H 5 1|9H)6 p “ 

Sfl |. N Vinitwir*. Ski*var yrameyidich iudpt«. 

fH7t, ItJW. pp ?3?-2S3 tliueewi of »f»rw hi JUarl** S j 
Porim «ij|t[nlt rrwling OUH 
Wi C. filrnnonr Cianneau, J, «niiqur nerropoJe pin* 

Hr* \itii ii'arthttAigW irwftfiltt, VIII, Pirn 1024 pp 4^7 pj ^ 


f nyr ri pfiori 13 



Yehonstan 

Wheat. 1 seah. 1 flft 

Yaddua on the 7th (of the month?). 7 3 3?1T 

At the beginning of the second line, there arc two 
vertical strokes. Even though a horizontal stroke connect* 
ing them is nsjt to be seen, wc suggesr here reading a kt«. 

hts letter as an abbreviation for rwri “wheat” appears in 
the Beer-Sheba ostraca. 


i*nv 



^•ciiptioo U 


hor*« (?) 
fl«v* 


linn 



1 Krivrwi 

#ftnk«y 


“burse 1 ' On I ". 1 " l > " vv,h|f . . NOW 

k' ri \ ,h . . .<i... 

s written m rtirmwgm. I,„„, „,,, |„ 

11 “ ^“P* ,h <- Yrhov.wrl II ,h„ „ .. 

V?* V S A n ' m " " f ,tlr V '* r, V,h.«rl. ,f 

Yehnyosrf in the Phoenician name no'bp: BnaJyasal 


Inscription 15 



• 1 horse, Barley; 6 seahs. 1 t 

^tiua on th* 6th (of lh« month?). * 3 Jtl» 

beginning of the tern, apparenllv a persona! name. 

IJ unclear, 
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c 'wy from [he d&get 




In* nptkm I# 


Inscription 1! * 


I horse 

flflrlwy f i mAha. 3 q»ba 


i non? . . 
j j? s oiy 


I'wn Itrir* nf unpi wrir riaied -it ihr rop nf the ihrrd, 
Si rue lire wind now "hoi »r" uaiittlfy itppear .1 m the first 
Bnr. nnmediJMrlv -dtrr the name, this Ofinircm may 
|mimsiMv hr i pallmpietU 


I! neiri priori 17 



sniufi? I - ym 

0ar%y ieAhfs) J . t>ttr 

yaddwa on A yrv 

Ihr o»i rat on it apparently broken on its left 5 ,dc 
Prnhahlv the first word it a personal name, and should 
be read >*» Shaul” (Saul). 



The first word is apparently either or wp> |f (>U) 
reading it correct, then Dauy or Ra'uy is a penonll 
name, a shortened form of the Hebrew name mr 1 
D/Re l uyah found at Elephantine, 37 And c/. the tubika] 
names ‘rtnsn Deuel, totun Reuel, isn Reu, and 'p*i n,,,, 
bji in — The usual form is W?, Inn linguistically. n 
7*1 is also possible. See above for the discussion >,r, 
Inscription No. 12 

There are traces of five more lines, which are illegible 

37. Flic Kcepd renfing is nnsi (se^- Cowley 33:&; a e:<+ ; ijsgg 
10: W). bill Porten'a tuggeiiKm that it is nbo pus-khte to read inr 
is acceptable. 


Inscription 19 


t I 

Yaddua 1 


I he upper pari of the oilraeon is apparently trussing ft 
w logical to assume that the Text of this rwtraroti was 
similar to rhrm* of the previous osintra. Aftrt the word 
Yaddua\ we would expet t M on the Xth (of the month} 
~~ kui h »l not visible. On ihe other hand, there are 
recognizable traies of the sign 
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y^npri*™ 20 


0BUSyi m ^ cm ^ WWnp 

Bsftey: 1 seah .. 1-16® 

Or * . . a 

■ppjW™ — an Edomite theophorous name The element 
qp is found in the names of some of ihe kings of Ugaril, 

,Ailed JVfwd (in Akkadian transliteration; iVu-^win-fto 
, verbal form) or Niqma^Addu)* The name Th^i 
Saqamel appears in Phoenician i nscri prions from 
Egypt.*® Probably the inscriptions on a jar handle from 
i he Ophel in Jerusalem — \ ] Vti apa — comprises two 
names llS’jyil fp) Dpi “Naqam (son of) Gedal[yahu]”. The 
shortened version of the name, Naqam, appears appar¬ 
ently also on handles found at Tel en-Nasbeh and Rarnat 
Rahel.* r 

SS. Tb is is ihe reading of Prof. Y M. Crra$. 

39, Aimleitner, p. 213. 

40. M Lidzbarski,. £/niwFHfns fitr umUischf Ypigraphik 111, (ijiwn 1415, 
p. IHfiM- Eenj, pp. 147, 363 

It. J. Pngnaud, Noie* d'eptgiapbir h^hraique, KJ? I.XXVII (I97E», 
p\>, 50-59. 


Ittacriprkm S i 


Iqaus donk«y(t) *, 'inn WPI 


Inscription 22 


Nahum and Abirrwtek ( 7 ) 

Barley; seahfs), 1 qab Yaddua 
on the 7th M the month?) 


lW*iin fitfii 
pin* ip., we 

J 3 


The first line ss difficult; the reading proposed here » 
offered tentatively. 


1ST 




















frt* rip* if in 2*1 


# r* 

soyb (?) ft donkey* I inn ri^JDW 


fhr reading of dir hist word is doubtful Jf the* name is 
really mon Asamah, If limy be uimpated to rbr name 
mo« A in all (f/M 2. 50). 

I tbpi We would have exprtred 1 part** Ui W H3J in 
Nil 7), bur in these infs, ihr usual form is liWl, even 
when Fhr plural in mdirured: are Nos. 12, 24, SI, 57. 

4? I I Qw4et, N*i M:ft, If 10 PWl ftwibly, "VM « an ilHemaJ 
pifiMjil (urim. *nd tf In 'Urm aioe tsTof (<iru 4Sr27j beside I'm 
l'-Ujei rf,lx Ml V In.i Hnr Ur Nuliltlr, Hnlragr IHf vwiilurAm 
S)«»i,i fririurNij ftiJ/J SltJWlbuif MKM. |> *• J 

IrliCriplinn 24 


* t ?nj, 


hi t carrwf 2 donkeys 
&adey 3 seaM % 

rn ~ iJm- name* on and ew ale found in Safarrrc•« 
cf mrt Haora (Eira 2 42, Seh 7:45). 

StKi- -earner — fr appears only m ihr* ouracon, 

43 Harding. p | 9 I 




„ ** 

donktyfs) “ ■ inn e 

barley: 3 &e@hs 3 tj^r. 


The first two let lets are difficult to read: perhaps here 
again we have on, as m No, 24, After the word lort m 
our reading is correct), there is a sign similar to the 
numeral 2b, At the beginning of the next line there art 
perhaps remains of (he letters “faV i.e., Cilicia, or perhaps 
t^n — Cilicians.^ If this proposal is acceptable, rhen ** 
may be dealing here with 20 donkeys belonging m 
CHirians. 

44, Cf. Driver No. 6:4. No, F2:2; etc. 


T 62 


2b 


****** 



i nsito \ ,,. 

c 



Glmron Hcyj, 

Vftddua on the a fd (Q, ^ thw 


map rnm 
+ n a irw 


' « hitherto unknown II our 

tea mg is mum, then lim- is anoihri iiiiim- nnliug 
wufi ir hkr Udrnn Shnnrnn, Shimihon. h, 
n!ap rh ‘ ‘omplrtitm is hnied on do appearim. t of 
this wnrrl ml Nos jb, $0 


Inscription 29 


Befnre the word IWCs there is a word ending in ruin, and 
perhaps unh^ and nun; cf No. 28. It seems likdy that 
ihese letters belong to a personal name. 


Inscription 27 



Zaydu .. ' m 

Parley: &©ah{i).., *- 

™ - The last letter is doubtful TH « a common name 

in Nabataean. 4h 

45 f^nthmu | r p yg 



,.. ti ou r ■ i> -■ 

Abinur 


If our proposed reading is rorretl. then the neatest 
parallels to the name Abmur ««urr in Ihe names on (hr 
Ammonite seal - TnJSS <n the Wad, Dal.yeh 

documents — -*r«7i\ t7 and in the Palmvrene names - 
« [r is possible to see a farm M and irates of 
numerals in (hr remains of line 1: F'M* designating a 
date? 

r H IVm IV D»«m ■>< 'V V—n. JIA XXVI 

11963V f> US 
4tt Start, p 73, 


163 





















JrtM npffoti Iff 


• 

flour: 1 3 q*E)» J P 1 ^ f'W? 1 . 


17ir fmr I* wrrtrrn here on stone. and not on a sherd. In 
ihr 1*173 ffiKHt of flic Brer Sheba excavations, an 
Aramaic rent written on a pebble wai found And cf t 
ht-low. No S3, which was written on a piece of hone. 


Inscription 31 


. 2 donkeys 


Inscription 32 

qwsbft (?) horsefs) [ jffS'm haKp 

The reading of the first three letters is very doubtful. 
Nevertheless, it appears to be a careless writing of a 
name composed with the Edomite iheophorous demerit 
Qaus, which appears also in names on OStraea Nos. 1, 10, 
Sftb 21, 33, and 43, nDOip may be an abbreviated name, 
and c/, the commentary on ustracon No. 1. 



Inscription 33 

..qaus.,. . ..Dip--- 


This texi is written on a piece of 
bone. 'The m ripl is faded, hut traces 
of (hr last three loiters Oip of the 
first word are discernible; probably 
another Edomite rhenphormia 
name, 


T 64 


lufcriptio" 


34 


Itiscnpei^ S5 




'nwy 


njjr 


*13* - probably 'Amniv II mo lending ismr, Tt[< then wr 
we an^abbreviated fnnn of the name wn Anuvnh (Ukr 
Da,Ju > n^l iTdayahl See the blh1i.nl name* 
n'3» Anaiah (Nrh H 4. 10:23) and An amah An amah .* a 
common name at Elephantine, and its abbreviated hum 
An am appears mkn at Arad in Iqdu npiion No, 3M Fhr 
laud traces of ink in the nghi of ihr name may |iia>rify 
(he reading "nri “to Annoy' - 


Yaddua'.... 


fit 


Inscription 36 


A [ext of three lines. At the beginning of (he third line 
are traces of the Y&dduaA The name a[ [he beginning of 
ihe ontracon is apparently T1S Penayah, and cf. Tupsd 
P enid/VKia* Penud in the Bible, and also n'Vias Perm|iah 
front Elephantine, 49 


f?. Tie name- fT'VlVB La alsn found ai Elephantine; sec Cowley 22:90 
and (trading 10:19 (Kraeling read by mutate nTjl^l Apparent!, 
ihu name does fiOl centre from the root TSfl (like and Vl^i, 

but is another form of che name iT^ira which grew out of the 
assimilation of the sun with the following (BWWft 



.flour (7) 

2 &eahs 

Yaddua’ on the 5th {of the month?) 


rH3<;j> 


,, t 

i«t p i 


vn — The first word may be a name composed of the 
theophnroiis element T" [ogethri with a verb in inipri- 
fi ^ ; Yovalin (Jehmmkifi), Ymakim 

(Jrhoiakiin), and anrr Yoyarib (Jehotarib) in ihe Bible 
Continuing, we read no in ihe hist line and in ihe mi ond 
line 2 Dp The cjoph is mil ten in ihe margin and appears 
to haxe been added on afier ihe scribe finished wining 
the ihtrd line. Probablv he meam to write 2 o nap and 
when he discovered that he had forgotten the qoph. he 
added i[ before [he scmA li is difficult lO der.de whether 
,he writer mistook ihe wmA for the men. because of 
their rinulariiv. or whether lack of space nex. to or abtwe 
the *«* led him io write ihe f** «n the margin of ihe 
second line 
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Inn* riptioft 37 


Inscription 38 


Tr«*sur*r (?)J 
2 donltayi [ 
lb# cook* (7)1 


9 If* 

I'ratw 

] 1 "IBH 

jionSu 
.... n 


In this fragmentary and faded lex!, [he words 2 -ian in 
I hr second line are dearly legible. If our proposed 
readings in the rest of I he lines are correct, then rhis 
nus be instructions from the treasurer (sec line i: urn) 
to supply rhe cooks (line S) with two donkeys. Since the 
text is fragmentary, and there was probably additional 
information on ihe missing part, ir is also possible EG 
propose rhe following: instructions to supply some 
treasurer with barley For two donkevs. whereas w r hear 
was lo be gisen the cooks However, since our reading of 
lines I, 3, and 4 is uncertain, and only ihe right side of 
the tex* remained, we cannot: be certain what is meant. 
In any case, this ottraron appears lo fie of a similar type 
to the previous ones, though differing in details — if a 
treasurer and cooks are really mentioned here 


The cave of 'Anani * 

and bis strawashed iliaritei 

and his house (shed) of straw{?) naan jvy\ 

Phis osiracon was first published in 1963." Following m\ 
oral comments on the preliminary publication in Heb¬ 
rew, Prof. Aharon i emended his reading in the English 
version, My proposal was: mill mai niafi&i *]» nuta i,i. 
“The cave of ‘Anani and his straw-shed and hi$ 0)L _ 
stable". Cf this with similar lists in Tannaitie literature — 
T.nibin 8:4; Sotah 8:2; the Baraka in R. T. Pesahim 0a; 
and especially that in B. T. Ynma I la: lira .ffra K'ltn 
imsiHh maVi D'-svn ri’aVs ipan n*3Vi isra npa 1 ? .i? 

.nntBn m mDfflP "This is how it is taught: Thy house 1 ’ 
means a house appointed for thee ; that excludes the 
straw shed, ox stable, woodshed and storehouse, which 
do not require a mezuzak”*' I he reading of the last word 
Jrrth was doubtful, but I tended !o read resh, since in the 
photograph and drawing published by Aharoni, the 
penultimate letter had a base which was similar to the bit 
from the Herodian period, but did not appear before 
then. Thus, I supposed that this was an extraneous 
Stroke- Aharoni did not accept my reading min n*a, and 
in his English publication suggested the reading: mn 
?T23h l^ai jraanei 'JiF, He translated the last words as: “and 
its house of Fruitsf?)”, 51 After examining a new photo¬ 
graph and the sherd itself, 1 found that the correct 
reading should indeed be mjn n*a. However, t cannot 
accept Ah iron is suggestion that the Aramaic word nain 
is connected to the Hebrew iraiifl (“produce"), najn has to 
be composed of ihe clement 3Jn plus the third person 
singular possessive pronoun (cf Thus, I pro- 

pejse that in the third line, there was an exchange of 
letters, arid rhe scribe meant to write rrjafl JV3T-“his 
bouse of straw" Since the two expressions nssrin and rr3 
?mri are identical m meaning, this osiraron may have 
hern a first draft of a list, made in order to deride whiifi 
expression was more suitable A lilting of a mans 
belonging* is not a subject hi for wiiting on sherds, but 
is very common in dmumenf* on papyrus or parchment, 
fhus, it i* possible that a scribe,' 11 while willing a bill 


Y ^h*rOOT R(J[ h Arm ran. Ill* Firs,i Sr mcm cA M 

* , 4 «d. V«H- 17 ,19651. i>p Bl-ltt. fig n v „, 

itil* reading lain. t , 


Srao. *****’•- -■ . rr *™ 

^bftshed reading bter; y Navrt. Old"' 

- iJEd-pfions (IS60-I365K bsjAe™ XXIX (i^ p 

ail4 fririMttuUf IWoiiiitu £ dl \ fl ^ N ~ s Jyj 

(iM. pp S1 “ S ?: , _ 

- V AhJitmi and Ruth Amiran, tuc a vatic*™ u Tel And; p rr i 1Tni 
naii *rp«»rt on «hc FtrM Season, 1*2. 1FJ 14 <1**, pp m _ Ha 
Yts 4. PL. B 

-H,, **rd au W"*** in **■ '"“"'ns -plant, fnin" Bu , 

" from the word 313 difficult caramel rh f torm 33H Hat^„ 
in Artmaic, the word 33* “numbnett; ngidily- ^ k &mckd 
manci, I**'*™ Synacum, Halle E92S. p. A 

Oiduns*^ °f ,SfF rafnawd. <V, (Xeprintcd: New VocV 

I9®7), P- lfi54 ’ 

Indeed ihe &tnpi this osiraron t5 more comersahv r than ,h« 
s rl.pt of the other oscraca. Thus, (his OStracnn ma v be cadier. 


■hr Vm ,!,'" m " 1 "" wl m ,h <- * h '^ "1 

J.L." ■* ' Nabauran nanw *■ 

»•> ic'rzTr * m ""“ n« 

name of a Tanna 1,3 ^ *** 

" mm "" n,W «*** .hr 

« I*”™ n pp 

ri' # HS C jTr^ ,m ,hr hmt '** t ** *r 4*MgEiMt to™*■>#*' 

V IBTn. p 441 tllrbt 

* J Bm/. pp 417-4IR 

Cttitirushj, tl, p. 

W S'lark. pp 


Inscription 39 



.TahshaEem 

Shelomi 

Aydu 

Halaftah 

Maliku 


vr&v 

inijf 

nn&Sn 

ttSn 


I his sherd is a lisl of names. The fint two nr three 
letters of (he first line are unclear. Perhaps BM® 
'^rns of Tabah.'ileitt" was written in the fiiAi line? 

- this name appear* in CHtnuwi No. I fmin 
btf hivh, 4 ' and on a seal from f in fiedi v 1 his name can 
^ explained as a shortened form without a ifcwophorous 
^ ie, an abbreviation tor and 

Proverbs 18:21: 3 id rin "But to rhe righteous. 


Inscription 40 



B&lr]lu5H 

vVaalu 

Barluati 


tnS.b 

thjn 

xnSia 


litis ostracon, too, appears to he a list of Eiatncs 

__ [he dement >n occurs in the South Arabic 
names 1 >n, ihm. and In contrast, the name rihia 

(appearing apparentlv also in line h is hitherto kin- 
known, although the element ^ (meaning "son oO r* 
common among the names of Filmy™ aftd HatraT If 
,he same name does, indeed, appear both iti the fint and 
ihe third lines, then a genealogical relation belween the 
three men >s liMv: Mffih. *»n of Wa,.h. t« of 
R.nlush The papcinymk system was very popular in the 

Persian period. 


bit. Maiding, p <* s 
hi Stark, pp 
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Insr Hpfion 41 



lUvtn* Obverse 

*|M n ,1 [W»] qpj MlifJ »T ,1 

. *73 .1 ta i 

. -3 

.. am .4 

. ns .5 

i n qpp .6 

. onp .? 

2 i nn ,s 

i i unm .9 


Obvmt JttwfSf 

t Who demand* the money t Who demands (he money 
(which he had tern) (which he had tent) 

2 2 

a. ...... 

4 

5. when 

6 silver 2 quarters 
?. before 

B head (*) 2 quarters (?) 

9 embroidery (?) 1 quarter (?) 


Ob (his sherd, a longer lext was written rhan on the 
others. However, its state of preservation is very poor, 
and it is difficult to decipher its contents. The fact that 
the beginning of the inscription is also written on the 
reverse side helps us decipher this line: *103 Hip] 1 T. The 
meaning of the verb Miffs is probably “demand payment 
of a debt”, as in Nehcmiah 5:10: ona □*»] nm mx '3H &si 
.nn wnst ha 4] narp: .un qc>3 “And T likewise, and my 
brethren and niy servants, have lent them money and 
corn. 1 pray you, let us release this debt." The fret 
beginning the second line fits the usage of this verb: «5P3 
...3 *103. but it is difficult to read the rest of the text in 
line 2, Et is also possible that the bet is part of a 
Babylonian name: rrw ^D f t is the usual expression 
instead of n til or in, “someone who,..”. This 
usage reminds one of the language of the Law; *imt VK1 
TB? “And the man that Cummilteth adultery ..." (Lev 
20:10-21; or awilujit la in Akkadian). 

Lines 5^4 are completely illegible In line 5 possibly 
the word *T3 "when" is written. At the end of line b 
apparently the word HW “silver" is identifiable, and 
aficrwards the designation 2i ( = 2 quarters), he., half a 
shekel; w or should 2D he read, i.e., 2 15T13 (ana- 10 
shekels)? In line 7, the word i&lp "before" 1 appears, fn the 
last two lines of the osrracori are (wo words: Tin "bead”(?) 
and *ajn "embroidery"(?), and following them, (he 
designation* 2*\ and n, Doe* this refer to decoraled 
doihs or to other objeta d'ait? Do n and 2*i designate 
here a quarter and a half, or dries the r«A stand for 
some measurement of length? 


188 


Wf V Varon, m qoi rn ihc ttf|itiimlinr Dotumrnti. J/Awirn XXM 
fi 2t7-24g (Mrt ); JSS IS pp » r|2 ^ 



Inscription 43 


WS ffip ,io ° 42 


This Gstraccm, too is insc ribed on both sides. The obverse 
hte eight half lines. Even though some letters are legible, 
vc were unsuccessful in deciphering even one word. On 
the reverse, it is possible to read in line 1 'TiTtD or 'T m3. 
The rest is unclear. 


Qaujspf|dani] (?) 

On the 20th 10 3 

This is not an ostraron, but rather a short ink inscription 
written beneath the handle of a jar Cf. it to the 
Phoenician inscription tiffin') “(belonging) to Ba alwlah” 
from Bat-Yam, also from the fourth centurv B-C.E.*' 
Apparently this inscription, too. designates ownership, 
eirn though there is no ^med before the Edomite 
ihcophorous name which 1 propoae completing[NW 
and cf it to 'IWW in ^ W n ol Wadl u * hxtb 
Unde meal h the name there is apparent h a date 

«S B Pttttiam, An tenM 1- *«■ Bat V am. I*J W l<**> pp 

IWT. 

M Crow. *i»cne, n. 4? 
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tnm rtptitm 44 



The single legible Inters in this broken mtraenn differ in 
form from iluwe id ihr ruber ostrara It wuukf appear 
that ifm Mtnron was written in the Hellenistic, or even 
in the Herodian period. 


UnAtiifheftA Q*rm 

Jn (he*e ostraca, if it impossible to read with cenaum 
one word or part* of words and letters wh K h f ^ 
A dfi to our knowledge of the history of Arad. Sj riCe j 
have i ried to refrain from unfounded suggest**, f 0r 
ret <m strutlion*, 1 have not included in the above sd*;. 
ti<m 0 f octraca ihusc whose writing is so faded ih ar 
anempti at reading them may he regarded as Wlshty| 
thinking, fhas, (or example, i pandered the possibles 
Of reading at the beginning of No. 49: an; o r m 

No _ __ ’J3; or in No. 56 — [Finn, Bui 1 g avc . it 

up In a few osrraca it is possible to decipher siugfe. 
letters dearly, but they do not make tip a word, Ever so. 
we may suppose that the yod and the dakt in ih f 
beginning of the rhird line of No, 61 are part of t h e 
word VadduaV. Underneath them, the sign 

appears, Remains of this sign also appear in other 
Virata: 52, 65, 66. 68, 71. We also can discern vertical 
lilies in some Oflraca which are doubtless numerals. Thus 
we assume rhat on most of the illegible nstruca were 
written texts similar in content to the majority of ihe 
M legible" ones. In other words, the group of ostraca 
described above appear to be representative also of the 
tin decipherable ones. 


Inst option 45 



. - - &F 

. *, m 

The letter* and the connection between them heat 
resemblance to the Nabataean script At any rate, the 
icnpt from thi* owraron i* also different from the 
Aramaic ter pi regularly found at Arad 
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4 : 7T-H.i 


summary 


tv i. th» «* •*>»« ™*« ^ „, ~ * 

t„ct *«**• * bw * K “ l “»' Th lmjr>m ' 
*L hi-f *"" llar ™“"“- TW, WlM, 

■»»* lhc numb " «< hnrws w donlrv, Ana * 

^ToTcf g™» Ahrr-*nfc com lhc \ *, d J “ 
rS ,or .he «h. 7*. Ml Hve „, s „ 4™“^ 

p| ch«r 1 he formula » not identic ,,, 

, rtH . ».>d «<«" d«.ih „„ ,* 

Jt * rr .,*iid '«■ “iidfcsioad b, ihc «(d.wwc ,| 

temgh * * “<* iMBlHguotti to i hr mixirn* re*d e , 

Tl* kr* «*> unde ran andi n g these attract toda. ,* | i>und 
# „*ed «n No & * h * h opfns with the words M 
^I«f to PwU'd". This appears to be a fuMcr *er*, w 
j,*h sh‘ wi thil thr ^ rsori namrd at thr top 
oitr*ofl *** to ^ , * 1c rw 4 l * t * rt °f ihr commodities. Thr 
^MoAtiei aupptwd were mainly amount t ,( barley 
IV har^v *** for one horte, colts (No. fit, donhev*. Anii 
( ** c***4 ' So 24 >• * n N<1 5 ■ how or donkey w ,*,* 
^ironed. but tl appears that E h c W ah of barley 
r rn W the horse lor donkeys) of PcdaVI. In caninui 
<** M-ah of wheat, men turned in No. L 3, was apparent^ 
M pplicd to Vehonaran (and his friends?). The rider* 
weired ^ “crushed (barley)" (Nos 7-11). In No* 
JIUW and 36 Hour was given. In alt of the osiraca which 
driignste crushed barley> wheal, or flour, neither horses 
nor donkess are mentioned. 

The ostrata mention one donkey (Nos, I, 2), twu 
jMtkevt {Nos. 24. 31, 37). three donkeys (No 12), and 


r,rtt five donkeys (No. 23), but lhc number of holies 
never exceeds one Probably those who received barley 
for horses were the riders. Inscription No, 7 mentions a 
unit of horsemen numbering ten peoples No 12 appat 
ffith denotes a unit of donkey drivers, The units of ten 
and the larger military divisions (called Nsi) show military 
organization. In No. 1, one man, a horse, and a donkey 
are mentioned; in No. 24 — a man, a camel, and two 
donkeys. Ostracon No- fi, mentioning 12 colts, may 
perhaps be taken as evidence that horses were also bred 
ar Arad. 

At the end of the texts is written “Yaddua' on the 5 th 
(6th, 7th, or 8th)”, after w r hich comes the sign , In one 
of the Hebrew osiraca from At ad, Eliashib was ordered 


to give the Kittivim wine and flour, as well as to “write 
the name of the day" — t.e, Eliashib, supplier of these 
commodities, had to write the dale. In another Hebrew 
ostiacoti, Nahum was ordered to send oil; on the reverse 
of this same ostracon, it is written that “on the 24th of 
the month Nahum gave oil in the hand of the Kitti*. 
Apparently, the date was written by Nahum, Thus ii may 
be possible that Yaddua" is the name of the man who 
supplied the barley and wrote down the date. However, 
in the Aramaic ostraca, X 3 yrr- and the sign are not 
added on by the person who has supplied the com¬ 
modities' (his short text and the sign are both written by 
the same pen and the same writer who w r n>te the 
beginning of lhc ostracon, i.e., the man who gave lhc 
instructions to supply these commodities. Thus Yaddua 
*frms io he ihe name of the man who issued the 





s i ,-—•- 

» • Imrt * M ,,w 

>vl [he <*w «W U 

wni( 1 IV shriU ihm t . 4 

hM " »•>«* \* M „ > ' *' *.. 

•Wkc rf„vc„ lVhc,c« 7 h" ,M 

,h ; ... ... 

.. ... 

donkey Auxfn ^ , ^ t th " touf the 

. n j t m wtHiki vi mu m ib, HltmtUui ml \i ,vt 

niitn^Tk WKrn ih *' W ’ 11 ,hr% l>* given iluv 

» 1 j ” 11 1" >,r fwwthle dun thin mmn 

IWItlcd « AM; ,1 ,hc„ he h„. her 

" W«" "" ..... ..... 

prnpb % |„. .cl „ AM will, ... ,„ 

d.mlc, would ,,,c W ,„ ihcniM'Ivc. 

wh<* <Vlct mind ,hc lv|w 


Altd 
Y MlhUlM 
Iwril thr to* «l 


the 


MTUfMitii to III nuppM them* 


ill! 11rtkk III 
miminbu and 


All ill thr ir*u on whfeh the n«tru Y add tut H ppiMt« 
ate nf thr umr gcurrutfim m nun* pm^h .ho ,,,c 

h’»ni thr pet Hid oi Yftddmii term nt nflit« Htireovn 
it ih prtrAhihli- ht reduce thr tutu nl ilim nniiiin to mm 
rvm shorter period. It t« pu**ih U >luu thr desigmidon 
X3 reptCHCtiti the trai, altliniigh |i would ap^wni nmn 
likely that dir day i* mam iVrhiip* .ill o| ilirtr iisiun ,« 
.were written on four romeiutivr days lltotn th* fifth In 
the eiglith nr the month), bin u is ,iL*n ponnibh to m*siimic 
that these notes were tiiurd dining dtlleiroi mouths 
The fad that only four days (3-N) tor Minted to tbrsi 
OStraca may fie explained by Ait|i|iosmg that the nnii 
niodiltes were distnlniicd at Arad tt tin etui o| the hist 
week of rhr month We cannot know il out hypothesU 
about the dates il correct, liut it iatVar that tlif ositam 
come Irom a limited pein.nl in rIn middle nl do fourth 
century B.CI, — aaording to the paleographic 
criterion. 

Aside from the granary, Aiad also had a straw sired 
In ostracon No. 38. the straw she<l of Attatii is 
mentioned. Anani is either the owner or the manager of 
this shed Straw, loo, was t«ued a» food fnt the hmtrs 
“Barley and also straw for the horse* and *wdi sterdi" 
(| Kgs 5:8) Although straw was not men turned io the 
notes of Yaddua', it appears that it was not mining at 
Arad. 


The State nf prrwfv*n<>n of the tairaca maS« H Hiff* u U m - U**il» 

them aectwdmR rn hanrfwoterg bin n .pt^n t® u> ih* Hm 7 tt. 
ti •* were wrtitffl hf «**■ prt*m 

If'» difh* uli IO drtronine -herher .het^ a •"**>'* * 
rbe junouni of feed per **&■ l r thetr *r« 

i .l a... Ik.iikutPa utnf 









Ihrte i* » *kmitxri\y be <wrrn fhe content* of vttiw 4 
the ttrhirw (rttttU* * *t,4 *Of*W oi th* AtAtn*H UtfrStfa 
Ar*d Anaong the Hebrew mu** * *u* lm« of reagent* 
of whent tlu,r *tr -Ho m*rwtkm • tn tnt 

Kiffiyhn fflfKwiirifi wnflu flour, wine, *nd ntl However, 
y»ra|if the hortri ifid donkey* with barley '* 
diwuwed up flu- Hebrew mu*** If may he supped that 
Arad r * military utie tUd no# change in (hr Prr<i*n penad. 
If *i ihr end of ihe monarchy commoAtitet were 
tuppbrd Pip the infantry, thru during th * Umrth freifur J 
W t ( ilierr j* evidence for (hr rxinenre of cavalry anil 
a supply unit on donkey* However, according m literary 
•oiirtrr from (fie Frisian period* wr may perhaps 
•upfM>*r fhai Arad in rbis period wars a way-aUltem, and 
ihr ridrri nn their horses played -rn important part in 
the iiMipifriMiur of quick r otnmiiriicatkjn* between the 
different pari* of ihe Persian Empire. 

The Ria.k of Either H 10, 14 tell* of letter* lent “by 
emirtert on bmsrbai Ik, rifling on swih Horse* 1 ', “being 
hastened arid pressed on by die king's i ( unman f I men I 
Hrrodoiui (VNf, UB) describe* fhe Prrsian courier* a* 
(hr fastest on earib Along ihe road* rhere were way 
nation* a I a riding din ante of one day. AI each nation, 
(Here werr horse* and riders ready to receive (he post* 
and ro rc! oui immediairly. Snow, rain, heat or night did 
riot prrvrrol them completing their journey in the fastest 
rime possible Herodntu* compare* rhe Persian mail to 
i hr Creek torch rare which was held in honor of 
Hephaestus and Hales that the Persian word for this 
kind of pm[ was ayyapTjfou, 1 * 

The personal names recorded here reflect (he pnptila¬ 
tum of Arad, and more precisely the ethnic structure of 
the people who inhabited ihc place for their term of 
service fn the two list* of names (Nos. 39, 40), Arabic 
names stand out: try, isVo, nnobn mav also he an 
Arabic name Fh contrast, it is difficult to pinpoint the 
nationality of those names ’ , a>w iShdornO and DfaF3D 
(T ah slide ml — even though the lalter is only found in 
Hebrew context Other Arabk names are iff (No, 27), 
and t7qt3I (No. 5, 4, although this mav also be 
Phoenician) If we choose the reading 'wn (No. 5), then 
this ton is an Arabic name; but Tirrfi (Pcda el) is a name 
found in the whole of ihe Semitic world. If we accept the 
readings l , A! , J* (No. 22) and mra (No. 29), then these 
too are general Semitic names, and may be Hebrew, 
Ammonite, or Erfnmne. 

In s<* outran, and under the handle of a jar, appears 
ihe Edomite iheophorout element Hip Only in o*tracon 

47 Pnwibtv ihe word tame imo P™ tram AkLkfcm tprtm rfrwn 
wtir h Aim the Arniuir and Hebrew w*wrf “iefier'" wa* 

Jdnpced^. *u jerefKcii MHo Ssnac irwl JcW. Aoahk, m 4 nn, 
fefuhruir UMirrta numh m "forced tabor" fur ihe kinpf Set ff, r 
cx^ni^e Mep'i VI, 5 “If i nujt hired ui w and n went 

hhnd nr n mm %nimA for ihe Img i ten iee 


No 20 can the name BWrmp (Qausymkoin) be read wl 
any degree of certainty In the other osiraca , T 
impossible to identify clearly the second element of 
Edomite names In texts No. 1, 32, 43. “Qaus*' i 5 
clement in the name, whereas rn Nor, 10. 21. 33 “Q^ 
appears ar the end of the name. 

FTse Hebrew names are in the majority in the Arama* 
ostraca of Arad Names composed with rhe cheophor^ 
element stand out: (Aqabiah, No, 12), ^ 

(Feriaiah, No. 34h (Maiuniah? — No. 2), ^ 

(Vehonatan), and (Yehoyosef, Nos. ]% t j 4j ^ 

fAnani, No. 3«) is an abbreviation for TJ3F fAnanyah) 
and in or ’irr (No. 18) is an abbreviation for 
(R'uyah/IYuyah). aV?K fEliashib, No. 7) is a Hebrew 
name; and s*> may be 1 i3iP (No. 8), which occurs i n a 
Hebrew seal. The name Yaddua 1 and others of a similar 
pattern are abbreviated names common mainly to c he 
Hebrew onomasticorl, H we have not mistaken the 
reading, then to this group belong the names tnSc 
(Shallum, No 9). 7 irB? (Shawl, No. 17), mm (Nahum, \ 0 
22), and apparently also '1JF ( f Anuy t No, 33). The Iasi 
name is hitherto unknown. 

From the Beer-Sheba ostraca, we learned that the 
estate owners who brought wheat and barley as laKes 
were mainly Arabic and Edomite, and only one name — 
nyf (Dalluy) — was apparently that of a Jew, In contrast 
to ihis, at Arad, most of the officials were jews. Aside 
from ’33137, the Babylonian (or Aramaean), for whom a 
military unit was named, the commander who carried 
out the orders for supplying the commodities was 
YadduaV The "commander of ten" of a riding unit was 
called Fliashib (No. 7); it would appear that ■’i^tp (No. 8) 
and Shall uni (No, 10) held similar positions. 'Aqabiah 
was apparently the head of the ten donkey drivers (No. 
12). 'Anani was the owner of the straw shed, or else its 
overseer (No, 38). 

In spite of the difficulties in reading these ostraca, and 
understanding their abbreviated te^ts, it seems to me 
that even if we have been mistaken in some of the 
details, the main contents of these texts are fairly clear. 
In the Aramaic ostraca from Arad there is important 
information on the kind of settlement existing there at 
that time, and as such they provide a historical source 
which illuminates somewhat the history of the Persian 
pcrif>d in Palestine. By virtue of its geographic position, 
Arad connects the cities of Judah, the Negeb, the 
Arabah, Edom, and Pbilistia. The role of the horsemen 
and donkey drivers mentioned here may have been 
varied. Evidently they served as a garrison guarding the 
roads, but at the same time, they probably were part of 
the system of communications both by carrying the 
“rgem mail and by transporting loads of commodities to 
military unit* and to the government officials who 
inhabited far-away places in the Negeb and the descri- 
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THE ARABIC INSCRIPTIONS 
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TIIK COMPOSITION OF THE INK AND ATTEMPTS 
A I strengthening the SCRIPT 
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unfortunately the results were negative. Nevertheless 
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t. W. R. Harrison, t^wmeFrti, London 1966. p. it9. 

2 A. Lewis. in H. Torn.yncr, LocAufl I, The Lachtsh LrUtv* London 
1938, p, 188. 
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glossary-CONCORDANCE 

/hr original Hebrew iha* who 

,Uwr. h*% b«m words are 

kr*m Hebrew weir (Tie d 

hated on 4 <. _'■ n f verb forms were 

'rr'rr «*»** ** 

defined hy the Jf,n ,,, in j UIK uio T i* in antiquity were 
function* nf the rnpeeov J concor- 

Z?J?£U >n^r :ind lhr tLlT 

Hebrew abbreviation! u# ed * iere,n are as u 


masculine 

H3T 

r T 

stiff, pronoun 

vavt 91373 

n"3 

pronoun 

tin Aha 

i-a 

conjunct ion 

iii’A Aha 

rra 

prcpOMlion 

dp 1 Aha 


reminiine 

napi 


verb 

hyis 

-a 

plural 

a’37 

i 

cihnicon 

aAK Off 

JSHff 

numeral 

nsaa D^ - 

a"t£t 

geog, name: 

aipn ot r 

p"aw 

personal name 

nna 

U-ip 

adjective 

7K1A 

'A 

adverb 

hylCA 7K1A 

B'ilA 
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4 16 r|D[3)n nn ^mnWi 
B 16 hE3 Alt 
6 16 AK1 

io : n ana ak 

14 :14 737 myn nn mp' \a 
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( n r n ,n*"r 
ti j4 »nrf*w nan 

330 "t r SWT 

ifmawT i*ii *t 
ill o*n m> anil 
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